
Literature D – 1

The Literature Section Comprises of the following :

Q 13 will have the following arrangement :

13 A : An extract from poetry with three Multiple Choice Questions

based on reference to context. (Word limit : 20-30 words)

3 marks

13 B : An extract from a short stroy with three reference to context

questions requiring the students to supply the answers.

(Word limit : 20-30 words) 3 marks

13 C An extract from a play with three reference to context

questions requiring the students to supply the answer.

(Word limit : 20-30 words) 3 marks

Q 14 Four out of Five short answer type questions based on prose,

poetry and play of 2 marks each. The questions will not test recall

but inference and evaluate. (Word limit : 30-40 words)

8 marks

Q 15 One out of two long answer type questions to assess personal

response to text (story, poem or play) by going beyond the text/

poem/story or extract. Creativity, imagination and extrapolation

beyond the text and across two texts will also be assessed.

(Word limit : 150 words) 8 marks.

Section D

LITERATURE
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FICTION

SUMMARY

The author and his companion had been driving near

the city of Verona when they were stopped by two small

boys, shabbily dressed, selling strawberries. The author’s

driver cautioned the author against purchasing the fruits.

The boys were very skinny but their eyes were sincere and

attracted attention. The author’s companion discovered

that the elder one was 13 years old, named Nicola and the

younger was about 12 years old, called Jacopo. The author

took an instant liking for these boys and ended up buying

their biggest basket of strawberries.

Next morning, the author noticed those two boys

polishing shoes of people. They appeared to be doing a

good job. The boys smiled and told the author that they

performed many kinds of other jobs also like escorting

tourists around the city and to see Juliet’s grave.

Impressed, the author hired the boys immediately. Due to

close interaction, the author discovered that the boys were

very friendly and innocent. Beneath their cheerful smiles,

however, he could discern a seriousness, a hint of sadness,

that defied their age. The author did not regret his decision

because the boys proved to be very resourceful. The author

found their eagerness to do work really remarkable. He

was surprised when he saw both the boys half asleep on a

windy and deserted street, late at night. They had been

waiting for the last bus to sell the newspapers. The author

was struck by their desperation to do more and more work

but he was surprised to note that they still wore torn

clothes and hardly ate anything.

The author’s trip was coming to an end. Before leav-

ing, he asked both the boys if he could do something for

them. Nicola, the elder one, refused but the younger one

requested the author to drive them to Poleta, 30 km away,

next day. The author was nonplussed. He had already

given the day off to his driver. As a last gesture of good-

will, he volunteered to drive the two boys himself.

The following afternoon, they all drove to a tiny

village, near a hill. The author was surprised to halt beside

a villa. Before he could question, the boys leapt out and

asked the author to pick them up from the same place, after

an hour. The author couldn’t restrain his curiosity. He went

in and was greeted by a nurse, who ushered him inside.

Through a glass partition, the author saw that the boys

were seated beside a hospital bed, with a girl of about 20

years, who appeared to be their sister. The author refused

the offer to be ushered inside, as he did not wish to intrude

upon a happy family reunion. On being asked, the nurse

told the author that the children’s father had been killed in

the war and a bomb had destroyed their house and

rendered them homeless. These children had kept

themselves alive by building a kind of shelter with the

rubble of their house. For many years the Germans ruled

the city and the children had to undergo lots of suffering.

Their sister, Lucia, who wanted to be a singer, could not

bear the cold and starvation, so she contracted tuberculosis

of the spine. The boys brought Lucia there and every week

brought enough money for her treatment. Despite scarcity

of work after war, the brothers never faltered in their

payment. Now Lucia was showing signs of improvement

and the day was not far off when she would be able to

walk and sing.

The author was rejoined by the boys and they drove

back to the city. The boys remain tight-lipped and the

author also decided to remain quiet because he respected

their privacy and secret. The author left, filled with

admiration at the courage and relentless efforts of two

young boys, who remained determined despite the

setbacks of the war.

lkjka'k

tc ys[kd vius lkFkh osQ lkFk] osjksuk uxj osQ lehi xkM+h esa
tk jgs Fks rc mUgsa nks yM+dksa us jksdkA yM+osQ iQVs&iqjkus oL=k igus
gq, Fks vkSj LVªkWcjh”k csp jgs FksA ys[kd osQ Mªkboj us mUgsa lko/ku
fd;k vkSj iQy [kjhnus ls euk fd;kA nksuksa ckyd vR;Ur nqcys&irys
Fks] ijUrq mudh vk¡[ksa fu"diV Fkh vkSj viuh vksj vkd£"kr djrh
FkhaA ys[kd osQ lkFkh us irk yxk;k fd nksuksa esa ls cM+k yM+dk rsjg
o"kZ dk Fkk vkSj mldk uke fudksyk Fkk_ NksVk yM+dk osQoy ckjg
o"kZ dk Fkk vkSj mldk uke tdksiks FkkA ys[kd dks og cgqr
vkd"kZd yxk vkSj mUgksaus LVªkWcjh”k dh lHkh Vksdfj;k¡ [kjhn yhaA

nwljs fnu] çkr%dky ys[kd us mu nksuksa dks yksxksa osQ twrs ikfy'k
djrs ns[kkA os viuk dke cM+h vPNh rjg dj jgs FksA yM+dksa us
eqLdjk dj ys[kd dks crk;k fd og vkSj Hkh vusd çdkj osQ dke
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djrs gSa] tSls og i;ZVdksa dks twfy;V dh dcz rd ys tkrs gSaA
ys[kd cgqr gh çHkkfor gq, vkSj mUgsa rqjUr vius ikl dke ij j[k
fy;kA muosQ lEioZQ esa jgdj ys[kd dks ;g vkHkkl gqvk fd nksuksa
yM+osQ fu"diV vkSj vR;Ur Lusgh FksA ij muosQ g¡leq[k psgjksa osQ
ihNs ,d xaHkhjrk vkSj mnklh fNih gqbZ FkhA ijUrq ys[kd dks vius
fu.kZ; ij dksbZ [ksn ugha gqvk] D;ksafd og nksuksa cgqr gh prqj vkSj
lw>&cw> okys FksA mudh dk;Zijk;.krk vn~Hkqr FkhA ys[kd rc
vk'p;Zpfdr jg x;s tc mUgksaus mu nksuksa dks nsj jkr ,d BaMh gok
ls Hkjh] lqulku xyh esa v/Zfuæk esa ik;kA og nksuksa v[kckj cspus osQ
fy, vkf[kjh cl dk bartkj dj jgs FksA muosQ vf/d ls vfèkd
dke djus osQ mRlkg ls ys[kd çHkkfor rks gq,] ijUrq mUgs vk'p;Z
gqvk fd vFkd ifjJe osQ i'pkr Hkh os iQVs&iqjkus diM+s igus gq,
Fks vkSj 'kk;n gh dHkh oqQN [kkrs FksA ys[kd dh ;k=kk lekIr gksus
okyh FkhA tkus ls igys mUgksaus yM+dksa ls iwNk fd og muosQ fy,
oqqQN dj ldrs gSaA cM+s fudksyk us rks euk dj fn;k] ijUrq NksVs us
dgk fd og dy] rhl ehy nwj mUgsa iksysVk ys tk,¡A ys[kd
vleatl esa iM+ x;sA mUgksaus vius Mªkboj dks dy dh NqV~Vh ns nh
FkhA vUr esa ln~Hkkouk osQ fy, mUgksaus [kqn mu nksuksa dks ys tkus dk
fu'p; fd;kA

nwljs fnu] nqigj esa og ,d NksVs ls xk¡o igq¡ps tks ,d igkM+h
osQ fudV FkkA ys[kd osQ vk'p;Z dk fBdkuk u jgk tc og ,d cM+s
HkO; ?kj osQ lkeus #osQA blls igys og oqQN iwNrs] nksuksa yM+osQ owQn
dj mrj x;s vkSj ys[kd ls ,d ?kUVs ckn mlh txg ij mUgsa ysus
vkus dks dgkA

ys[kd viuh ftKklk dks jksd u losQ vkSj muosQ ihNs py iM+sA
,d ulZ us mudk Lokxr fd;k vkSj og mUgsa vUnj ys x;hA 'kh'ks
osQ foHkktu ls mUgksaus ns[kk fd yM+osQ vLirky osQ ,d iyax osQ

ikl cSBs Fks ftl ij ,d chl o"khZ; yM+dh ysVh gqbZ Fkh yM+dh mu
nksuksa dh cfgu yx jgh FkhA ys[kd us Lo;a muosQ ikl tkus ls jksdkA
og ,d ifjokj feyu esa vukeaf=kr ços'k ugha djuk pkgrs FksA

ulZ us iwNus ij mUgsa crk;k fd cPpksa osQ firk ;q¼ esa ekjs x;s
Fks] vkSj ,d ce us muosQ ?kj dks u"V djosQ mUgsa x`gghu dj fn;k
FkkA bu cPpksa us vius ?kj osQ vo'ks"kksa ls vius fy, thus dk vkJ;
cuk;k FkkA dbZ o"kks± rd teZuh dk vkf/iR; osjksuk esa cuk jgk vkSj
cPpksa dks vusd d"Vksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA mudh cfgu] ywf'k;k]
tks ,d xkf;dk cuuk pkgrh Fkh] Hkw[k vkSj 'khr osQ dkj.k jh<+ dh
gM~Mh osQ risfnd dk f'kdkj gks xbZA nksuksa yM+osQ ywf'k;k dks bl
vLirky esa ys vk;s vkSj mldh lsok lqJw"kk osQ fy, gj gÝrs iSls
ysdj vkrs jgsA ;q¼ osQ dkj.k dke dh deh Fkh] fiQj Hkh nksuksa iSls
nsus esa dHkh Hkh ugha pwosQA vc ywf'k;k igys ls cgqr vPNh gS vkSj
'kh?kz gh pyus vkSj xkus yxsxhA

yM+osQ ckgj vk;s vkSj ys[kd mUgsa 'kgj okil ys vk;sA yM+osQ
jkLrs esa ,d 'kCn ugha cksys vkSj u ys[kd us gh muls oqQN iwNkA og
mudh xksiuh;rk dk lEeku j[kuk pkgrs FksA mu nksuksa ckydksa osQ
lkgl] dMs+ ifjJe] fdlh Hkh #dkoV osQ vkxs u >qdus dh fgEer
us ys[kd osQ ân; esa muosQ çfr J¼k Hkj nh vkSj og ;gh Hkkouk
fy, ogk¡ ls pys x;sA

WORD–MEANINGS

cautious : careful l shabby : ill-dressed l disapproval :

criticise l brisk : good, quick l slackened : reduced l

engaging : attractive l hawked : sold l errands : odd

jobs l emigrate : take up citizenship of another country

l vexation : annoyance l humble : modest l scarcely :

hardly l intrude : enter without permission

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS (SOLVED)

1. What are the qualities of a gentleman? Complete

the following web-chart.

2. Based on your discussion above, what do you

think the story is about?

Ans : This story is about the indomitable courage and

perseverance of two young boys whom the destruction and

ravages of war has not been able to crush. Their adversity

becomes their strength and they are spurred on to take

up extraordinary loads of work to fend for their ailing

sister.

4. Based on your reading of the story answer the

following questions by ticking the correct

options.

(i) The driver did not approve of the narrator

buying fruit from the two boys because :

(a) the boys were untidy and poorly dressed

(b) the strawberries were not fresh

(c) they were asking for a heavy price

(d) the driver did not approve of small boys

who worked
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(ii) The narrator was most impressed by the

boys’ :

(a) desire to earn money

(b) willingness to work

(c) ability to perform many tasks

(d) sense of fun

(iii) Nicola was not pleased when Jacopo asked the

narrator to drive them to Poleta as he :

(a) did not want a stranger to become involved

with their plans

(b) preferred going to Poleta by train so that

he could enjoy the scenery

(c) did not want to ask anyone for favours

(d) did not want to take help from someone

he did not know well

(iv) The narrator did not go inside Lucia’s room

as :

(a) he did not want to intrude into their privacy

(b) he thought that the boys would object

(c) Lucia would not welcome a stranger

(d) the boys would feel he was spying on them

(v) The boys were the first to join the resistance

movement against the Germans because :

(a) the Germans had hurt their sister

(b) the Germans ruled the city

(c) the Germans had ruined their family

(d) the Germans had destroyed their home

(vi) The author did not speak to the boys on their

return journey because

(a) he thought the boys would prefer to keep

their secret

(b) he thought the boys were ashamed of their

sister’s condition

(c) he thought they won’t tell him the truth

(d) he thought the boys might ask him for

money for their sister.

Answers : (i) ___(a)___  (ii) __(c)___  (iii) __(a)___

(iv) ___(a)__  (v) __(d)___  (vi) __(a)___

5. What do you understand by the following

statements —

(a) “We do many things, sir,” Nicola answered

seriously. He glanced at us hopefully?

Ans : The author was surprised to see Nicola and

Jacopo polishing shoes instead of selling wild berries. Nicola

told the author that they did many other odd jobs like

escorting the tourists around the city. Basically he wanted

the author to engage him for sightseeing, so that he could

earn some more money.

(b) “He coloured deeply under his sun-burn, then

grew pale.”

Ans : The author is taken aback to see both the boys

working so hard, day and night but they still wore torn

clothes and ate nothing except black bread and figs. So

he asked Nicola, what he did with so much money. Since

Nicola didn’t wish to reveal that the money was for his

ailing sister, his face bore an embarrassed look.

(c) He smiled uncomfortably “Just plod, Sir” he

answered in a low voice.

Ans :  The author is shocked to discover that despite

working so hard, both the boys hardly spent any money

on themselves. As a joke, the author said that maybe the

boys wished to migrate to America. Nicola did not wish

to answer that they were saving money for their ailing

sister. He just smiled uncomfortably and did not wish to

comment any further.

(d) Yet in both these boyish faces there was a

seriousness which was far beyond their years.

Ans : Both Nicola and Jacopo appeared to be friendly,

innocent, and carried out each job with great fun and zest.

Yet there was a hint of lingering sadness in their eyes

which is generally not seen in boys of their age-group.

6. Answer the following questions briefly.

(a) Why didn’t Luigi, the driver approve of the two

boys?

Ans : The author’s driver was critical of the torn and

dirty clothes of the two boys. Moreover, he felt that since

the boys were selling wild berries, there was no need for

the author to buy those, since better quality of strawberries

could be procured from the market in Verona.

(b) Why were the narrator and his companion

impressed by the two boys?

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : The narrator was impressed with their sincerity

and a strange kind of attraction drew him to the boys.

Moreover, the boys demonstrated lot of zest and willingness

for undertaking all kinds of work.

(c) Why was the author surprised to see Nicola

and Jacopo working as shoeshine boys?

Ans : The author had noticed the two boys selling wild

strawberries earlier, so he was surprised to see the same

boys polishing shoes, the next day.

(d) How were the boys useful to the author?

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : The boys were very eager and enthusiastic to

provide all kinds of comfort to the author. Whether it was

a pack of American cigarettes or name of a good restaurant
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or opera, they were always at the beck and call of the

narrator.

(e) Why were the boys lying down in the deserted

square at night? What character traits do they

exhibit?

Ans : The boys were lying down at the deserted square

to wait for the last bus from Padua to sell newspapers,

which were left unsold. This incident depicts their die-

hard spirit, determination, devotion for their sister, their

hardwork, and perseverance despite all odds.

(f) The narrator asks the boys, “Must you work so

hard? You both look rather tired.” The boys

reply, “we are not complaining, sir.” What do

you learn about the boys from their reply?

Ans : The boys are too mature for their age. Their

determination and zest, eagerness to undertake all kinds

of work, and yet remain quiet regarding their purpose

reflects upon their selfless attitude.

(g) When the narrator asks the boys about their

plans, they are evasive. Why don’t they dis-

close their problems?

Ans : The boys were only focussed upon providing

all possible help for their sister Lucia, who was suffering

from tuberculosis of the spine. They wished to retain their

pride and dignity in keeping this as a secret. They didn’t

wish their private suffering to be made public.

7. Discuss the following questions and write the

answers in your notebook.

(a) ‘Appearances are deceptive.’ Discuss with

reference to the two boys.

Ans : At the surface level, the boys appear to be

friendly, fun-loving and childish but gradually the author

discovers that they were mature enough to keep their private

griefs safe. Moreover, they never showed their suffering

in any way. Behind their smiles, there was a hint of sadness

that could be seen once in a while.

(b) Do you think the boys looked after Lucia will-

ingly? Give reasons for your answer.

Ans : The ultimate mission of the boys’ life was the

welfare of their sister Lucia. Day and night they slogged

and starved only to provide for medical expenses for Lucia.

This couldn’t have been done without their will and desire.

(c) How does the story “Two Gentlemen of

Verona” promise hope for society?

Ans : Both Nicola and Jacopo show selflessness and

reflect great dignity in their behaviour. They are deeply

devoted to their sister. In their earnest endeavour they

become role models, epitomes of sacrifice, who can

enlighten the path for rest of the humanity to follow.

8. Match the phrases to their meanings.

Ans. Phrases Meanings

Set up to start

break down to lose control over your

feelings

set off to start on a journey

put up with to tolerate a situation

put off to postpone

put on to wear

come in to enter

come across to meet or find by chance

come up against to be faced with or opposed by

turn down to refuse

turn in to inform or deliver up

turn to to try to get help

Now use the phrases given above to complete

the following sentences.

1. The landlord was suspicious of the two men

staying in his flat, so he called the police and

................ them ............................

2. Early in the morning, we packed our bags and

........................ for a hike over the mountain.

3. Janvi ...................... some photographs of her

grandfather in the old trunk.

4. My father ..................... his own business 10 years

ago.

5. The Bank ................... Paul’s request for a loan.

6. The Corporation’s decision to reduce the leave

of the employees .................... a lot of opposition.

Answers : 1. turned, in  2. set off  3. came across

4. set up  5. turned down  6. came up against

11. As a narrator, write an article on the lesson of

love, faith and trust that you have learnt from

the two young boys of Verona.

Ans : Tragedies and adversities either bring out the

best or the worst among people. They prove to be great

testing times which end up in glory or disaster. The bitter

and indomitable struggle of Nicola and Jacopo, amidst the

ravages of war, takes on epic proportions. Like the two

gentlemen of Shakespeare’s play, the two boys depict great

maturity, wisdom and faith in the invincibility of human

spirit. The die-hard nature of Nicola and Jacopo changes

the lives of people around them, with their vibrant spark

of humanity.

The two boys not only create a home to survive from

the rubble but pitch in their best efforts to sustain their
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sister Lucia, who had contracted tuberculosis. Their

intrinsic vitality, zest for work encourages them to take up

any work that is available—shining shoes, selling

newspapers and fruits or escorting the tourists for

sightseeing. They don’t mind eating black bread or figs, or

wearing torn clothes because they are only single-

mindedly focussed upon their sister’s treatment. The boys

never resort to any kind of emotional blackmail or charity

to provide for their sister. Their dignity and perseverance

shows their extreme faith in their own ability to provide

for their sister’s medical treatment.

So, the relentless struggle of the two boys offers a

kaleidoscopic view of love, tenderness, wisdom and trust,

which even a catastrophic war failed to crush.

12. After her brothers’ visit, Lucia writes a page in

her diary about her past life and her present

situation. As Lucia, write the diary entry in about

150 words.

Ans : Dear Diary,

Today was a sunny day in my otherwise clouded

life. Both Nicola and Jacopo paid a visit and ushered in

great cheer and hope. I know I am improving everyday, but

the recovery is too slow and less in keeping with my

expectations. My heart bleeds when I see the deprived and

ragged faces of my younger brothers who are valiantly

trying to sustain me. They never tell me what work they

do, but I can imagine the burden they are bearing at such

a young age.

O God! How my life is so parsimoniously measured

out. It was only yesterday when I had such a fulfilled life,

a family and warmth of a household. I had a god-gifted

asset, my voice and my training as a singer would have set

me up in life comfortably. I can never forgive the war. The

Germans unleashed such cruelty and terror that crippled

the entire city. I was separated from my brothers and when

I was reunited, I had already contracted tuberculosis of the

spine. Now handicapped, helpless, I have become a painful

burdern and liability for my brothers. O God! when will I

walk? When will I sing? When will my brothers enjoy a

childhood, that they missed? When will happiness revisit

us? I hope I live to see that day.

Lucia.

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQs

Read the following extracts and choose the correct

option.

1. “Won’t you go in?” “Lucia will be pleased to see

you.”

(i) Identify the speaker.

(a) The author (b) Nicola

(c) Jacopo (d) the Nurse

(ii) Lucia is supposed to be :

(a) the sister of the boys

(b) aunt of the boys

(c) narrator’s friend

(d) the driver’s niece

(iii) Lucia would have welcomed the author

because :

(a) she knew him well

(b) she was bed-ridden and would have loved

stranger’s visit

(c) he had helped her brothers

(d) she was friendly by nature

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (a) (iii) (c)

2. “For months they had barely kept themselves alive.”

(i) This means that :

(a) they had no desire to live

(b) they were weak-willed

(c) they had great difficulties during the war

(d) they were lazy

(ii) The boys had kept alive by :

(a) eating a lot

(b) begging for work

(c) building a house out of the rubble

(d) taking people for sightseeing

(iii) The above reflects on the qualities of boys

like :

(a) diligence (c) compassion

(b) perseverance (d) determination

Answers : (i) (c) (ii) (c) (iii) (b)

3. They had always known a comfortable and

cultured life.

(i) Identify ‘they’ :

(a) the narrator and his friend

(b) Nicola and Jacopo

(c) some tourists

(d) the guide at Juliet’s tomb
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(ii) By ‘comfortable life’ means :

(a) inherited money

(b) lot of salary

(c) parents were reasonably well-off

(d) parents were musicians

(iii) The effect of this upbringing was :

(a) boys had a tough time

(b) they couldn’t survive

(c) they had to face more struggle

(d) their determination inreased

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (c) (iii) (d)

4. “I knew they would prefer to feel that they had

safely kept their secret.”

(i) The writer had the above feeling because :

(a) the boys behaved strangely

(b) they did not take the writer inside to meet

their sister

(c) they sent him to the village

(d) they refused to say anything

(ii) The above behaviour reflected upon the boys’

(a) cleverness (b) reticence

(c) maturity (d) introvert nature

(iii) The writer kept quiet because he wanted to :

(a) keep their friendship

(b) ignore them

(c) be indifferent

(d) retain their dignity

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (c) (iii) (d)

5. “May be you’d like to go to the ‘cafe’ in the village

for a drink”.

(i) The boys said this because :

(a) they wanted to avoid the writer

(b) they wanted to cheat him

(c) they were cracking a joke

(d) they were not bothered

(ii) The above reflects upon the boys’ character

attributes like :

(a) ignorant (b) uncivilised

(c) tactful (d) rude

(iii) The writer also listened to the boys because

(a) he was not interested

(b) he wanted to keep their secret

(c) he did not wish to hurt them

(d) he had no other option

Answers : (i) (a) (ii) (c) (iii) (c)

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQsssss

Read the following extracts and answer the questions.

1. “Nicola, the way you and Jacopo work, you must

earn quite a bit. You spend nothing on clothes. You eat

little enough ... .’’

(a) Who said the above lines?

Ans : These lines are spoken by the narrator.

(b) Why did the speaker get the feeling that the

boys were not spending any money?

Ans : The boys were always seen wearing torn clothes

and they seemed to hardly eat anything except black bread

and fig.

(c) What do the above lines reflect about the two

boys?

Ans : The boys were of sacrificing nature and they

cared very deeply for their sister. Her well-being was their

sole concern.

2. I had already told Luigi he might take the day off.

However I answered, “I’ll drive you out myself.”

(a) Who was Luigi?

Ans : He was the driver of the narrator.

(b) Why did the speaker offer to drive himself?

Ans : Luigi had been granted a holiday and the narrator

did not wish to recall him and as a last gesture of good will

he offered to drive himself.

(c) Where did the boys wish to go?

Ans : The boys wished to go to Poleta, 30 km away, to

look up their sister.

3. When the war was over and we had peace at last,

they come back to their beloved sister. And they found

her ....

(a) Identify ‘they’.

Ans : ‘They’ refers to the brothers – Nicola and

Jacopo.

(b) Who is the beloved sister?

Ans : Lucia is the boys’ sister who had not been keep-

ing well.
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(c) In what condition did they find their sister?

Ans : The brothers found that their sister had con-

tracted tuberculosis of the spine.

4. “Of course, everything is so difficult now, food so

scarce and dear we could not keep going unless we

charged a fee.”

(a) Who is the speaker and who is the listener?

Ans : The speaker is the nurse, and the listener is the

narrator.

(b) Why was food so expensive?

Ans : Due to war waged by Germany, starvation had

resulted.

(c) For what purpose does the speaker need to

charge a fee?

Ans : Luica had contracted TB, so money was needed

for her medical expenses.

5. “They couldn’t do it better,” I agreed.

(a) Who is ‘I’ and who are ‘they’?

Ans : ‘I’ is the narrator, and ‘they’ refers to Nicola and

Jacopo.

(b) What great thing had the above mentioned

people done?

Ans : The determination of the brothers to do so many

jobs to provide for their sister.

(c) Do you think the speaker is earnest in his

saying?

Ans : The speaker is sincere and full of admiration for

the boys.

6. ‘When the resistance movement began secretly to

form they were among the first to join. When the war was

over and we had peace at last, they came back to their

beloved sister.’

(a) Who are the “they” referred to here?

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : Here ‘they’ refers to the two brothers, Nicola and

Jacopo.

(b) Why did they join the resistance movement?

Ans : They joined the resistance movement because

the war waged by Germany had killed their father,

destroyed their house and had separated them from their

sister.

(c) What had happened to their sister?

Ans : Their sister, Lucia, who wanted to be a singer,

had contracted tuberculosis of the spine due to cold and

starvation.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Nicola said to the narrator, “Waiting for the last

bus from Padua. We shall sell all our papers,

when it comes in.” Why were the boys waiting

for the last bus?

Ans. Both the brothers — Nicola and Jacopo were

desperate to make as much money as possible to provide

medical care for their sister Lucia, who was undergoing

treatment for T.B. They worked late at night and were

waiting for the last bus to sell the unsold newspapers.

2. Why did the two boys survive only on black bread

and figs, despite making a decent earning?

Ans. The boys did not wish to spend any money on

themselves. They just ate the minimum required for survival.

Lucia’s treatment was expensive so they willingly gave

away all the money they earned for her recuperation. Their

own misery or poverty did not mean anything to the boys.

3. Why does the narrator make an offer for help

to the two boys? What does it entail?

Ans. The narrator is very impressed by the hard work

and zest exhibited by the two brothers. His visit was coming

to an end, so the narrator offered help as the last sign

of goodwill. Jacopo requested the narrator to take them

to Poleta, which was 30 km away. Since the narrator had

already given the day off to his driver, he volunteered to

drive the boys, himself.

4. For what reason does Jacopo request for a lift

to Poleta?

Ans. Lucia is Jacopo’s and Nicola’s sister who was

undergoing medical treatment for tuberculosis of the spine

at Poleta. The boys were working very hard to provide

for their sister and went frequently to look her up. Jacopo

wanted to save the expenses of the trip, so he requested

the narrator for a lift to Poleta.

5. Why did the narrator enter the large red-

roofed villa?

Ans. Both the boys looked poor and bedraggled. When

they halted before a beautiful villa, the narrator was

surprised. Out of curiosity, he couldn’t restrain himself,
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and entered the red-roofed villa to know the reason for

the trip made by the two boys.

6. What scene does the narrator see through the

glass partition?

Ans. The narrator saw that the two brothers were seated

on a hospital bed, with a girl of about 20 years. She appeared

to be their sister. There was so much love and affection

visible and the scene looked like a happy family reunion.

7. What did the narrator discover regarding the

family background of the two boys? How did

the war affect their family?

Ans. The nurse, who was looking after Lucia, told the

narrator the entire story of the two boys. All the three

children belonged to a prosperous family and Lucia was

training to be a singer. The war waged by Germany killed

their father, their house was destroyed by a bomb and the

boys were separated from their sister. Due to neglect, Lucia

contracted T.B.

8. The nurse said regarding the two boys, “I don’t

know what they do, I don’t ask. Work is scarce

in Verona.” What does this remark reflect upon

the speaker?

Ans. The nurse was very surprised how the boys managed

to bring in sufficient money for the treatment of their sister,

when work was scarce in the city. The nurse had no idea

how hard the boys worked and how they tried to pitch

in for all kinds of work that was available. The comment

reveals that even the nurse respected the privacy of the

boys and wanted to retain their dignity by not prodding

them.

9. Why didn’t the two boys disclose their problems

to the author? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans. The boys were working hard to provide all possible

help to their sister, Lucia, who was suffering from

Date :  ................

Dear James,

I just wish to share my happiness with you that

Lucia is really showing signs of improvement and maybe

the day is not far off, when she will walk and sing again.

The hard work and the struggle that Jacopo and I have

put in is proving worthwhile and reaping a harvest. Believe

tuberculosis of the spine. They did not disclose their

problems to the author as they wished to retain their pride

and dignity. They did not want their private suffering to

be made public.

10. What traits of the boys attracted the narrator

to them? How were the children helpful to the

narrator? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans. The narrator was attracted towards the boys due

to the zest and willingness, demonstrated by them for

undertaking all kind of work. The boys were also very

eager to provide all kinds of comfort to the author. They

were always at beck and call of the author.

11. What were the hardships faced by Nicola and

Jacop?

Ans. The children’s father had died in the war, waged

by Germany. A bomb had destroyed their house, their sister

had contracted tuberculosis due to cold and starvation. The

two boys worked day in and day out, took every possible

job, starved themselves to provide for their sister’s treatment

and built, from the ruble of their house, a shelter for

themselves.

12. What provoked the author’s interest in the two

boys of Verona? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans. The author found the zest and willingness of the

boys for undertaking all kind of work—selling strawberries,

polishing shoes, taking tourists round the city — remarkable.

The author found the boys to be very innocent and friendly.

13. How did Luigi show his disapproval on seeing

the two boys and why? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans. When the author and his companion Luigi saw the

boys selling strawberries, they were shabbily dressed. Luigi

disapproved of them due to their skinny and shabby

appearance and cautioned the author against purchasing

the fruit since better quality strawberries could be procured

from the market.

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Nicola is happy to see the improvement in his

sister’s condition. He writes a letter to his friend

James, expressing his feelings and satisfaction

they were deriving in their valiant efforts to help

their sister. Write the letter on his behalf.

Ans. Oxford Street

ABC City
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me, Lucia has become our prime focus, day in and day

out. We are single-mindedly driven by one sole reason

— Lucia’s recuperation from tuberculosis. The wounds

inflicted by war would be forgotten if Lucia gets well.

Our efforts have received God’s grace. Please pray for

me.

Love.

Nicola

2. Both the boys have left a deep imprint on the

author’s minds. When the author gets back to

his city, he writes an article titled, “PROFILES

IN COURAGE”, recounting the brave efforts of

the two brothers. Respecting their feelings, he

uses fictitious names for the two boys. Write the

article.

Ans. Profiles in Courage

War can distabilise people, it tends to break human

spirit and it is extremely difficult to bounce back and

struggle again. This extraordinary feat was performed by

two brothers of Verona, who with great grit and

perseverance, not only saved themselves but also provided

for their sister, who had contracted TB. Both slaved day

in and day out, took on every possible job, worked late

nights, starved themselves but still remained cheerful. They

were too mature for their age and never gave vent to their

misery. By saving their sister, building a house out of rubble,

they have become role-models for others, by their

superhuman efforts.

3. The nurse is full of admiration for the two

brothers and their sister Lucia. She is astonished

at the great efforts all are making towards their

future. Lucia is bravely fighting her handicap,

her brothers are defying all physical barriers to

aid their sister. The nurse writes a letter to her

sister Mary, praising this family of fighters who

are the real survivors in the great battle of life.

Ans. Park Street

ABC City

15th October, 20……

Dear Mary,

Sorry, I couldn’t write earlier. As you know, I am

in Poleta, looking after a bedridden girl of 20, who has

contracted TB. Her name is Lucia and she is very cheerful

and bravely fighting her handicap. Mary, you’d not believe

how extraordinary her two brothers are! Both the brothers

are very young. Their parents had died in the war and

now they are slaving everyday to provide medical treatment

for their sister. I have never asked what they do, but they

bring sufficient money for Lucia’s treatment. The brothers

face all the hardhips, they are sacrificing everything to

provide the best care for their sister. Even she is showing

great signs of recovery. I hope I live to see that day.

Love,

Megan

4. Answer any one of the following in about 150

words.

“The two boys’ devotion had touched me deeply.

War had not broken their spirit. Their selfless action

brought a new nobility to human life, gave promise

of a greater hope for human society.”

Comment upon this statement made by the narrator

of the lesson, “Two Gentlemen of earona” bringing

out the reasons. [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans. War, tragidies and adversities shake the people to

the core. They prove to be great testing times which end

up in glory or in disaster. In the similar circumstances

amidst the ravages of war, the two boys, Nicola and Jacopo

depicted great maturity, wisdom and faith. Their diehard

nature prevented them from succumbing to the cruelty of

war, waged by Germany.

The children’s father had been killed in the war

and a bomb had destroyed their home and rendered them

homeless. They kept themselves alive by building a shelter

out of the rubble of their house. Their sister, Lucia,

contracted tuberculosis of the spine due to cold and

starvation and had been admitted to a hospital. They pitched

in their best efforts to sustain their sister, Lucia. Both slaved

day in and day out, took on every possible job, worked

late nights, starved themselves to earn sufficient money

for Lucia’s treatment. Their own misery and poverty did

not mean anything to the boys. By their earnest endeavour

and selfless attitude they brought a new nobility to human

life and promised a greater hope for human society.

5. Answer the following in about 150 words.

You are Lucia the ailing sister of the two boys.

Write a letter to your friend about your past life

and your present situation, as you are on the way

to recovery, with the help of your younger brothers.

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]
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Ans. Dear Margret

I just want to share my happiness with you that

I am on my way to recovery with the help of Nicola and

Jacopa.

Margret, you must be astonished by what I am

talking about, because you do not know what happened

to me and my family after Germany waged a war on us.

I could not tell you earlier as I lost your address in the

rubble of our home which was destroyed by a bomb. My

father was killed in the war and we three were rendered

homeless. My budding career in the field of singing also

came to an end. Worst of all, I contracted tuberculosis

of the spine and was admitted to a hospital. It is only

1. Observe both the pictures given below. Who do you think are ‘heroes’ in the real sense? Who are heroes

according to you? Give reasons to justify your answer.

2. Surf the Internet or find the newspaper of 26th January, 2011. Locate names and profiles of two brave

children who received the bravery award on the Republic Day.

l Write them down.

l Read them aloud in the class.

3. Identify a boy of extraordinary resilience and perseverance from your circle of friends. Note his qualities.

Write his brief character-sketch.

4. While going to school you see a boy about your age selling flowers.

Write his story in the first person.

the diehard spirit of two angels — Nicola and Jacopo —

which has kept me alive. My heart bleeds when I see the

deprived and ragged faces of my younger brothers who

are valiantly trying to sustain me. They never tell me what

they do, but I can well imagine the burden they are bearing

at such a young age.

It was only yesterday when I had such a fulfilled

life. I can never forgive war. I am eagerly waiting for the

day when I will walk! when I will sing! when my brothers

will enjoy a childhood they had missed.

Rest in the next letter.

Yours

Lucia

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
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5. Read the following story :

A boy was drowning in a river and he shouted for

help. A kind man who was passing by jumped into

the river and saved the boy. As the man was about

to leave, the boy said, “Thank you.” The man

asked, “What are you thanking me for?”

The boy replied, “For saving my life, sir.” The

man looked into the boy’s eyes and said, “Son, if

you really want to thank me, make sure when you

grow up, that your life was worth saving.”

“I understand what you said, sir,” replied the boy,

“I will try to make my life worthwhile.”

Now write down the following.

lllll Three things I can do to make life worthwhile.

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________
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SUMMARY

Mrs Packletide was an English lady who was

overcome with a strong desire to shoot a tiger. Basically

she was not adventurous or brave but she was smitten with

jealousy when her friend, Loona Bimberton, had recently

been carried in an aeroplane by an Algerian pilot. Mrs

Packletide wanted to outshine her and longed to prove that

she was no less. Her ultimate desire was to obtain a tiger-

skin and display it on the wall of her house. If she

succeeded in killing a tiger, her photograph would appear

in the press and she would host a party in Curzon Street in

Loona Bimberton’s honour, but the talk would be of her

hunting expedition. She also planned to present a tiger-

claw brooch on Loona’s next birthday. All her motives

were largely dominated by her dislike of Loona.

Circumstances proved to be favourable. An old

and weak tiger was visiting a neighbouring village in

search of food. Mrs Packletide offered to pay one thousand

rupees to anyone who would help her in shooting a tiger.

The villagers got very tempted as one thousand rupees was

a lot of money in those days. They made all the efforts to

confine the tiger within the village. Children were posted

day and night on the outskirts of the local jungle to drive

the tiger back to the village. Cheaper kind of goats were

scattered here and there, to keep the tiger there. Mothers

were told not to sing lullabys to their children loudly, lest

the tiger’s sleep should be disturbed. The only anxiety was

lest the tiger should die of old age before the day of

hunting.

On the fateful night, Mrs Packletide came along

with a paid companion Miss Mebbin. A platform had al-

ready been constructed in a comfortable and conveniently

placed tree by the villagers. Both the ladies sat on the

platform. A goat with a loud bleat was tied at proper dis-

tance from the tiger. Meanwhile the tiger appeared on the

scene and slowly walked towards the goat. Mrs Packletide

fired a shot with her rifle. The tiger fell down to one side.

The excited villagers celebrated by beating drums and

singing. Mrs Packletide was also too happy.

Miss Mebbin was very clever and alert. She drew

Mrs Packletide’s attention to the fact that the bullet had

actually hit the goat and the tiger had died due to heart

attack, caused by the loud report of the rifle. Miss Mebbin

pointed out that the tiger bore no wound. Mrs Packletide

was disappointed but she consoled herself with the thought

that she possessed the tiger-skin. The villagers agreed to

keep the secret for they were happy to receive the money.

Mrs. Packletide wasn’t insecure about Miss Mebbin for

she was a paid companion.

Mrs Packletide’s picture appeared in two weeklies.

Loona refused to attend the lunch-party but coldly ac-

cepted the tiger-claw brooch. Miss Mebbin was very

money-minded and cunning. She thought of exploiting this

weak point of Mrs Packletide. She blackmailed Mrs

Packletide by saying what would happen if Loona learnt

that Mrs Packletide had shot the goat and not the tiger.

Shrewd and clever, Miss Mebbin hinted that she wanted

money to buy a weekend cottage near Dorking. To keep

her mouth shut, Mrs Packletide was forced to pay for that

cottage. Miss Mebbin named the cottage, “The Wild

Beasts.” Since then Mrs Packletide never indulged in big

game shooting. She confided to her friends that “incidental

expenses were too heavy for such kind of hunting”.

lkjka'k
Jherh iSdyVkbM ,d vaxzs”k efgyk Fkha ftUgs ,d ck?k dk

f'kdkj djus dh rhoz bPNk FkhA og LoHkko ls lkglh vkSj tksf[ke
mBkus okyh efgyk ugha Fkha] ij mUgsa viuh lgsyh ywuk fcEcjVu ls
vR;f/d }s"k FkkA ,d vYthfj;u gokbZtgk”k pkyd ywuk dks gokbZ
lSj djok yk;k FkkA cl] vc Jherh iSdyVkbM vius dks muls
vf/d lkglh fn[kkuk pkgrh FkhA mudh ije bPNk Fkh fd mUgsa ,d
ck?k dh [kky feys ftls og viuh nhokj ij Vk¡x dj çn£'kr dj
losaQA vxj og ,d ck?k dk f'kdkj djus esa liQy gks tk;sa rks mudh
rLohj lekpkj i=kksa esa Nis] vkSj og ,d 'kkunkj Hkkst ywuk fcEcjVu
osQ lEeku esa nasxh] ij ftlesa lc mUgha osQ f'kdkj osQ ckjs esa ckr
djsaxs vkSj og ,d ck?k osQ iats dk czksp ywuk dks migkj Lo:i nsus
dh ;kstuk Hkh cuk jgh FkhaA mudh leLr ;kstuk,¡ ywuk osQ çfr
mudh b";kZ vkSj }s"k ls çsfjr FkhA

ifjfLFkfr;ksa us Hkh mudk lkFk fn;kA ,d vR;ar de”kksj vkSj
cw<+k ck?k iM+ksl osQ xk¡o esa] [kkus dh [kkst esa ?kwe jgk FkkA Jherh
iSdyVkbM  us xk¡ookyksa dks ,d g”kkj #i;ksa dk ikfjrksf"kd nsus dh
?kks"k.kk dh ;fn og ck?k osQ f'kdkj esa mudh lgk;rk djsaA ,d g”kkj
#i;s mu fnuksa cgqr gksrs Fks vkSj xzkeoklh çHkkfor gks x;sA mUgksaus cw<+s
ck?k dks xk¡o esa j[kus dk iwjk ç;Ru fd;kA mUgksaus cPpksa dks fnu&jkr
pkSdlh djus dks dgk ftlls og ck?k xk¡o osQ vUnj gh jgsA lLrh
cdfj;ksa dks b/j&m/j ?kweus fn;k ftlls ck?k dks viuk Hkkstu
feyrk jgsA ekrkvksa ls jkr esa cPpksa dks ”kksj ls yksjh lqukus ij
çfrca/ yxk;k] ftlls ck?k dh fuæk u Hkax gks tk;sA lcls cM+h
ijs'kkuh dk dkj.k mudk ;g Mj Fkk fd og ck?k viuh mez osQ
dkj.k f'kdkj osQ igys gh u ej tk;sA

MRS PACKLETIDE’S TIGER

 äääää By Saki

2
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fu;fr dh pquh og jkr vkbZ vkSj Jherh iSdyVkbM viuh
fdjk;s dh lkFkh] oqQekjh esfcu osQ lkFk vkbZA xk¡o okyksa us ,d isM+
ij muosQ fy, vkjkenk;d o lqfo/ktud epku cukbZA ,d cdjh]
tks ”kksj ls ^esa&esa* dj ldrh Fkh] FkksM+h nwj ,d isM+ ls ck¡/ nh xbZ
FkhA brus esa ck?k /hjs&/hjs lkeus vk;k vkSj cdjh dh vksj c<+kA
Jherh iSdyVkbM us viuh cUnwd ls xksyh nkxhA ck?k ,d vksj fxj
iM+kA xk¡ookyksa us ”kksj&'kksj ls <ksy ihVus 'kq: dj fn;s vkSj xkus
yxsA Jherh iSdyVkbM cgqr gh çlUu FkhaA

oqQekjh esfcu ,d vR;Ur pkykd vkSj lroZQ efgyk FkhaA
mUgksaus Jherh iSosQyVkbM dk è;ku bl vksj vkd£"kr fd;k fd xksyh
rks cdjh dks yxh vkSj cw<+k ck?k xksyh dh vkok”k lqudj fny osQ
nkSjs ls ej x;kA mUgksaus cryk;k fd ck?k osQ 'kjhj ij dksbZ ?kko gh
u FkkA Jherh iSdyVkbM dks /Ddk yxk ij mUgksaus ;g lkspdj
vius dks lkaRouk nh fd ck?k dh [kky rks mudh FkhA xk¡ookyksa us Hkh
lp dks Nqik;k D;ksafd mUgsa g”kkj #i;s fey x;s FksA Jherh
iSdyVkbM dks oqQekjh esfcu ls dksbZ Mj ugha Fkk D;ksafd og mls
osru nsrh FkhaA

Jherh iSdyVkbM dh rLohj nks lkIrkfgd v[kckjksa esa fudyhA
ywuk us [kkus dk fueU=k.k Lohdkj ugha fd;k] ij cM+h #[kkbZ ls ck?k
osQ iUtksa dk czksp Lohdkj dj fy;kA oqQekjh esfcu iSlksa dh Hkw[kh
vkSj vR;Ur /wrZ efgyk FkhaA mlus Jherh iSdyVkbM ij ncko Mky
dj /edh nh fd ;fn lp ywuk dks irk py x;k fd Jherh th us
cdjh dks ekjk Fkk] ck?k dks ugha] rc D;k gksxk\ mUgksaus cgqr
pkykdh ls b'kkjk fd;k fd og bl lIrkgkar >ksiM+h  [kjhnuh pkgrh
gSa] Mksb¯dx osQ iklA mUgsa oqQekjh esfcu dk eq¡g c¡n djus osQ fy,
Jherh th dks iSls nsus iM+sA oqQekjh esfcu us oqQfV;k dk uke]
^^taxyh tkuoj** j[kkA rcls Jherh iSdyVkbM dHkh taxyh tkuojksa
osQ f'kdkj ij ugha xb±A mUgksaus vius fe=kksa dks crk;k fd f'kdkj esa
vpkud cgqr ls Hkkjh&Hkjde [kpsZ gks tkrs gSaA

WORD–MEANINGS

descended : came upon l wholesome : healthy

l fraction : a bit l compelling motive : strong desire

l deviation: change l aviator : pilot l procured :

obtained l heavy harvest : large number l counter:

oppose arranged in her mind : planned l swayed :

dominated l antecedents : family background : past

history l infirmities : weakness l confine : restrict

l game killing : killing of other animals for food

l stimulated : increased, encouraged l curtail :

disturb, cut short l venerable : respectable l herd-

robber : meant for someone who eats the animals

of the herd, i.e. the tiger l crouched: a sitting

position l persistent : continuous l sighted rifle :

a rifle with a clear aim l morbid : unhealthy,

unnatural l an atom : a bit l irrespective : without

bothering l denomination : face value of currency

l  intervention: disturbance l  dissipating :

destroying, wasting away l rouble : Russian money

l francs centimes : French currency l speculation :

thoughts l depreciation : loss in value l remnants :

leftover l tethered : tied l thumb-nail : small sized

l commencing : starting l patience : a game of

cards l ambush: in hiding or lying in wait hidden

l ambling: moving slowly l report : noise l tawny :

yellowish brown l swarmed : collected in large

number l thumping of tom-toms : beating of drums

l chorus of triumph : combined sound of victory

l rejoicing : celebration l death throes : deadly

pain, fatal l succumbed: given way l accelerated :

increased l  connived : silently approved

l  repressed : hidden l  unbecoming : ugly

l seeming : pretending l irrelevance: indifferent

l christened : named l marvel : wonder l pictured

form : photos in newspapers due to being famous

l verdict : judgement l indulges : takes interest.

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS (SOLVED)

1. Why do people hunt? Complete the web-chart

given below :

2. Read the lines and guess the answers to the

questions given below.

(a) Why did Mrs Packletide want to kill a tiger?

Ans : It was her desire to outdo her friend that drove

her to kill a tiger.

(b) What does it tell you about her?

[C.B.S.E., 2011, T-1]
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Ans : She was publicity-crazy and jealous of her friend.

(c) What is the tone of the story-writer?

Ans : It is a tone of mockery, as if Mrs Packletide

is an object of ridicule.

(d) Do you think she was successful in her mission?

Ans : Apparently she succeeded, but in reality she

succeeded at a great financial loss.

(e) What do you think the story is all about?

Ans : The story is all about Mrs. Packeltide’s jealousy

and a desire to outshine Loona Bimberton.

3. Answer the following questions in you own

words :

(a) Why did Mrs Packletide wish to shoot a tiger?

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans: Mrs Packletide was very jealous of Loona

Bimberton and Loona’s adventure made her feel belittled.

So to outdo her exploits, and get publicity, she decides

to shoot a tiger. She was fed up of Loona’s talk of flying

in an aeroplane, so she wanted to counter that kind of

fame.

(b) What made her decide to give a party in Loona

Bimberton’s honour? What did she intend to give

Loona on her birthday?

Ans : Mrs Packletide was a very vain and jealous lady.

She had planned to throw a party in Curzon Street,

pretending to honour Loona for her adventure but had

decided that most of the talk would revolve around her

bravery in killing a tiger. This would make Loona squirm

with embarrassment. Moreover, to humiliate her more, she

would present a tiger-claw brooch to Loona, on her birthday.

(c) How was the tiger shooting arranged? What kind

of a tiger was chosen for the purpose?

Ans: Mrs Packletide offered a thousand rupees to

anyone who would help in hunting a tiger. A tiger who

was old and sick was found in the neighbouring village

and the villagers promised all kinds of help for the money

promised.

(d) In what way did the villagers help Mrs Packletide

to shoot the tiger? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans: The villagers made all efforts to confine the tiger

in their village. Children were posted day and night on

the outskirts to drive the tiger back to the village. Cheaper

kind of goats were scattered here and there to keep the

tiger happy and satisfied. Mothers were not allowed to

sing to their children so that it might disturb the tiger.

Many leaders of the village hid in the bushes to help

Mrs Packletide, while shooting.

(e) Who was Miss Mebbin? Was she really devoted

to Mrs Packletide? How did she behave during

the tiger shooting?

Ans : Miss Mebbin was a paid companion of

Mrs Packletide. She was mean, selfish and very cunning

and all her life centered around money. She was not

bothered for the safety or had any concern for her

employees. She was more alert and she was the one who

pointed out that it was the goat that had been shot by

Mrs Packletide and not the tiger.

(f) Mrs Packletide was a good shot. Discuss.

Ans : Mrs. Packletide had an automatically arranged

rifle. But still she could not shoot the tiger and shot the

goat instead. She had never held a rifle before and didn’t

know how to aim.

(g) What comment did Miss Mebbin make after Mrs

Packletide had fired the shot? Why did Miss

Mebbin make the comment? How did Mrs

Packletide react to this comment?

Ans : Miss Mebbin pointed out that Mrs Packletide

had shot the goat who was in death-throes, whereas no

trace of the bullet could be found on the tiger. The tiger

had succumbed due to heart failure, due to the loud noise

of the bullet. Miss Mebbin wished to puncture Mrs

Packletide’s ego and also remind her that her shooting spree

had turned into a mockery. Mrs Packletide was very annoyed

at this discovery but consoled herself that at least she had

got a tiger skin to show off.

(h) How did the villagers react to the tiger’s death?

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : The villagers felt ecstatic at the tiger’s death

and started singing and beating drums. When they

discovered the truth, they agreed to keep the secret, for

they had earned their thousand rupees.

(i) Do you think Mrs Packletide was able to achieve

her heart’s desire? Give reasons for your

answer?

Ans : Yes, Mrs Packletide had accomplished her

mission. She was not adventurous nor did she have any

interest in game-shooting. She was able to make Loona

jealous, her photograph appeared in weeklies and she was

able to gift the tiger-claw brooch to Loona. She was able

to outshine Loona and that was her sole intention and

purpose in life.

(j) How did Miss Mebbin manage to get her week-

end cottage? Why did she plant so many tiger-

lilies in her garden?

Ans : Miss Mebbin is very selfish and money-minded.

She threatens to divulge the secret to Loona that the tiger

had died of heart failure and not from the shot of Mrs
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Packletide. So she blackmailed her employer and got hush

money to buy the week-end cottage. She planted tiger lilies

to recognise and honour the fact that it had been a tiger

who had brought her this fortune of owning a cottage.

(k) “The incidental expenses are so heavy,” she

confides to inquiring friends. Who is the speaker?

What is she referring to here?

Ans : The speaker is Mrs Packletide, who says that

tiger hunting ends up as a costly affair. So she had decided

not to indulge in game-shooting. Mrs Packletide is referring

to the blackmail money that she was forced to pay to Miss

Mebbin to hide her secret.

Q.6 Choose extracts from the story that illustrate the character of the people listed in the table given below.

There are some words given to help you. You may add words of your own. One has been done as an

example:

vain  jealous  competitive  shrewd  manipulative  stingy  materialistic  spiteful

Character Extract from the story What this tells us

about the character

Mrs Packletide (i) The compelling motive for the sudden deviation competitive

towards the footsteps of Nimrod was the fact jealous

that Loona Bimberton had recently been carried vain

eleven miles in an aeroplane by an Algerian publicity-crazy

aviator, and talked of nothing else; only a

personally procured tiger-skin and a heavy

harvest of press photographs could successfully

counter that sort of thing.

(ii) Mrs Packletide had offered a thousand rupees unscrupulous

for the opportunity of shooting a tiger without pretentious

over-much risk or exertion, non-adventurous

(iii) Mrs Packletide faced the cameras with a light vain

heart, and her pictured fame reached from the frivolous

pages of the Texas Weekly Snapshot to the unscrupulous

illustrated Monday supplement of the Novoe

Vremya.

Louisa Mebbin (i) “If it’s an old tiger I think you ought to materialistic

get it cheaper. A thousand rupees is a

lot of money.”

(ii) Louisa Mebbin adopted a protective stingy

elder-sister attitude towards money money-minded

in general, irrespective of nationality miserly

or denomination.

(iii) “How amused every one would be if shrewd

they knew what really happened,” said manipulative

Louisa Mebbin a few days after the ball. spiteful

(iv) Louisa Mebbin’s pretty week-end clever

cottage, christened by her “Les Fauves,” treacherous

and gay in summer-time with its garden cheater

borders of tiger-lilies, is the wonder and

admiration of her friends

Loona Bimberton (i) As for Loona Bimberton, she refused to jealous

look at an illustrated paper for weeks, vain

and her letter of thanks for the gift of

a tiger-claw brooch was a model of

repressed emotions.

(ii) there are limits beyond which repressed suppressed anger

emotions become dangerous.
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7. There are many amusing lines in the story. Here

are a few of them. Rewrite each one in ordinary

prose so that the meaning is retained. One has

been done for you as an example:

(a) It was Mrs Packletide’s pleasure and intention

that she should shoot a tiger.

Ans. Mrs Packletide wanted to shoot a tiger.

(b) Mrs Packletide had already arranged in her mind

the lunch she would give at her house Curzon

Street, ostensibly in Loona Bimberton’s honour,

with a tiger-skin rug occupying most of the

foreground and all of the conversation.

Ans. Mrs Packletide had planned to give a luncheon

party to outshine Loona.

(c) Mothers carrying their babies home through the

jungle after the day’s work in the fields hushed

their singing lest they might curtail the restful

sleep of the venerable herd-robber.

Ans. The villagers wanted to ensure a restful sleep

for the tiger.

(d) Louisa Mebbin adopted a protective elder-sister

attitude towards money in general, irrespective

of nationality or denomination

Ans. Louisa hated spending money.

(e) Evidently the wrong animal had been hit, and

the beast of prey had succumbed to heart-failure,

caused by the sudden report of the rifle,

accelerated by senile decay

Ans. The goat was shot instead of the tiger and the

tiger died due to heart attack.

(f) As for Loona Bimberton, she refused to look

at an illustrated paper for weeks, and her letter

of thanks for the gift of a tiger-claw brooch was

a model of repressed emotions.

Ans. Loona was jealous of Mrs Packletide’s fame.

SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

1. Sometimes writers highlight certain negative

aspects in society or human beings by making

fun of it. This is called satire. In your groups

discuss whether you would classify this story as

a satire?

Ans : This story highlights the vanity of two

women who can go to any foolish extremes. The writer

pokes fun at socialites like Mrs Packletide and Loona who

are largely governed by passions like ‘jealousy’. They are

far removed from normal human beings and their world

comprises of parties, media attention and meaningless

adventures. Their ultimate ambition in life is to outdo and

outshine others. They are far removed from the basic

problems of life that other people face. These women have

character-traits that don’t, in any way, do them justice. Mrs

Packletide has never seen struggle or dearth of money or

comfort so she behaves like a social butterfly without any

substance. Thousands of rupees are wasted for a tiger hunt.

The people who surround them also exploit them like Miss

Mebbin and the villagers. The writer clearly states that

Mrs Packletide’s hands were used to holding generally a

game of cards. Mrs Packletide’s birthday is celebrated not

for fun or enjoyment but to humiliate and demean others.

Birthday presents like tiger-claw brooch is to hurt Mrs.

Loona. Despite being bitter enemies and having extreme

hatred for each other, both Loona and Mrs Packletide

pretend to be part of the same friends circle.

The writer satirises the frivolous attitude of these

vain women who exploit friendship, throw parties and

celebrate birthdays to humiliate others. Their activities are

not for the welfare of the society but only to fulfil their

eccentricities and whims. Saki openly laughs at the hollow

values of women who become targets of ridicule and

mockery. The writer also creates characters like Miss

Mebbin who have no sense of loyalty for the employer and

resort to blackmail for their optimum benefit. So Saki has

a dig at the superficiality of the luxurious section of

society who appear to be a drag for the society in general.

2. How does the writer create humour in this story?

Ans : The writer uses various techniques to create

loads of humour and laughter throughout the story. The

plot, situations, characters and versatile use of language

has packed bundles of laughs, one after another.

The bare idea of tiger hunting on the part of a rich

socialite, just to outshine another, is quite funny. Mrs

Packletide’s strategy to humiliate Loona, at the luncheon

party with the tiger in the background is full of humour.

The selection of tiger who has a royal past and the steps

taken by the villagers are quite entertaining. The behaviour

of the tiger when he sights the goat, or the killing of goat

instead of tiger, add to the reader’s interest. Miss Mebbin,

the paid companion, exploits the entire situation to her

credit and proves to be the smartest.

Saki scores in characterisation of Mrs Packletide

and Loona who are vain to the extreme and their concept

of adventure and media attention is funny. Miss Mebbin’s

money-mindedness, greed and the way she safeguards

money at all costs is very interesting. All the three female

characters are epitomes of vanity and pretension. Even the

villagers, in their innocence, connive to keep the funny

secret.
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Read the following extracts and choose the correct

option.

1. “How you shot the goat and frightened the tiger to

death,” said Miss Mebbin.

(i) Miss Mebbin wanted to —

(a) sympathise

(b) point out the blunder

(c) make fun of Mrs Packletide

(d) wanted to blackmail her

(ii) Miss Mebbin was by nature —

(a) clever (b) miser

(c) greedy (d) manipulative

(iii) This proves that Mrs Packletide was in

reality —

(a) vain (b) not a hunter

(c) had a bad aim (d) fearful

Answers : (i) (c) (ii) (d) (iii) (b)

2. “......... and a thumbnail pack of patience cards, the

sportswomen awaited the coming of the quarry.”

(i) The tone of the writer in the above statement

is —

(a) humorous (b) ironical

(c) mocking (d) sarcastic

(ii) Patience refers to —

(a) a game of cards

(b) waiting patiently

(c) to sit still

(d) to remain quiet

(iii) ‘quarry’ refers to —

(a) the villagers (b) Loona

(c) Miss Mebbin (d) the tiger

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (a) (iii) (d)

3. “Only a personally procured tiger-skin and a heavy

harvest of press photos could counter that sort of

thing”.

(i) “that sort of thing” refers to —

(a) the tiger hunt

(b) Loona’s fame

(c) Mrs Packletide’s party

(d) The help of the villagers

(ii) A tiger skin was needed to —

(a) increase Mrs Packletide’s fame

(b) to make Loona jealous

(c) to get photos

(d) to reduce and undermine Loona’s fame

(iii) The above statement reflects upon Mrs

Packletide’s character that she was —

(a) opportunistic (b) publicity-crazy

(c) adventurous (d) driven by jealousy

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (b) (iii) (d)

4. “No one would believe it”, said Mrs Packletide, her

face changing colour as rapidly as though it were

going through a book of patterns before post-time.

(i) Mrs Packletide was literally __________ at this

comment of Lousia —

(a) surprised (b) shocked

(c) irritated (d) confused

(ii) A book of patterns refers to

(a) colours for furnishings

(b) colours for painting

(c) colours for dresses

(d) colour patterns for races

(iii) Mrs Packletide understood that Miss Mebbin’s

remark is meant to

(a) malign her (b) blackmail her

(c) displease her (d) annoy her

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (d) (iii) (b)

Mrs Packletide’s comparison to a mighty hunter

like ‘Nimrod’, or the tiger being called a venerable ‘herd

robber’, is extremely witty. Miss Mebbin’s ‘elder sister

attitude’ towards money, Mrs Packletide facing the

cameras ‘with a light heart’ are other touches of humour.

Finally a clever lady like Mrs Packletide is fooled by Miss

Mebbin, who manages to extract a weekened cottage with

‘tiger lilies’ and ironically calls it ‘The Wild Beast’. The

climax of humour erupts in the situation when the goat is

seen in the death-throes and no evidence of the rifle’s work

is seen on the tiger. So this is Saki’s excellent rendition of

a humorous piece of the first order.

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQsssss
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Read the following extracts and answer the questions.

1. “In a world swayed by hunger and love, Mrs

Packletide was an exception, her motives were largely

governed by ...”

(a) How was Mrs Packletide an ‘exception’?

Ans : Mrs. Packletide was obsessed by hatred of

Loona, which was not normal.

(b) What were Mrs Packletide’s motives?

Ans : Mrs. Packletide’s motives were to hunt a tiger

and more fame than loona Bimberton.

(c) What governed her ‘motives’?

Ans : Her motives were governed by extreme hatred of

Loona.

2. ‘Favoured rendezvous of an animal of respectable

antecedents’.

(a) Explain ‘rendevous’.

Ans : It means ‘meeting place’.

(b) Point out the humour in the above statement.

Ans : Even the tiger to be shot had to be from the

family of famous killers. No other tiger could prove useful.

(c) What were the qualifications of the animal

mentioned?

Ans : The tiger selected for the hunt was old, sick, and

was from a background of great killers..

3. Mothers carrying their babies home through the

jungle after the day’s work in the fields hushed their sing-

ing lest they might curtail the restful sleep of the venerable

herd-robber.

(a) What were the steps taken by the mothers for

the animal?

Ans : The mothers did not sing lullabies to their

children, so as not to disturb the tiger’s sleep.

(b) Point out the literary device in ‘venerable herd-

robber’.

Ans : This is an oxymoron, when contradictory ele-

ments are brought together to prove something. On the one

hand, the tiger is a robber and, on the other,  he is respect-

able also.

(c) How did all this care benefit the animal?

Ans : The tiger had his full sleep, was not disturbed so

that he is ready for the final day of shooting.

4. Louisa adopted a protective elder sister attitude

towards money in general.

(a) Explain ‘protective’ elder sister attitude.

Ans : Lousia was so miserly and never allowed money

to leave her as an elder sister would protect a younger

sibling.

(b) What does the above reflect about Louisa’s

character?

Ans : She was most greedy, miserly and a stingy per-

son.

(c) How did she manipulate this quality of hers?

Ans : She derived maximum benefit from her manipu-

lative and greedy nature by saving maximum money from

being wasted in tips etc.

5. The luncheon party she declined, there are limits

beyond which repressed emotions become dangerous.

(a) Explain ‘repressed emotions.’

Ans : This term refers to the emotions or feelings that

have been hidden for a long time.

(b) Why did Loona decline the invitation?

Ans : Loona couldn’t tolerate Mrs Packletide’s fame

after the tiger-hunt. So she declined to be a part of such

festivity.

(c) How do such emotions become dangerous?

Ans : Many times emotions cannot be controlled and

they may overflow, causing embarrassments or lead to

strifes.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. What was precisely the motive for Mrs Packletide

to shoot a tiger?

Ans : Mrs. Packletide was not compelled by any

adventurous feelings and she was least inclined towards

any such kind of dangerous activities. Her sole aim was

to counter Loona Bimberton’s fame, who had flown in

an aircraft. So Mrs. Packletide wanted to hunt a tiger and

get her photos in magazines, to make Loona jealous.

2. What was Loona’s adventure? How did Mrs

Packletide react to it?

Ans : Loona had flown in an aircraft 11 miles with

an Algerian pilot, so she had graced the cover pages of

some magazines. Mrs Packletide had been smitten by

jealousy. So, to outshine Loona, she decided to do something

more adventurous like a tiger hunt.

3. How did circumstances prove favourable?

Ans : Circumstances were favourable because an old

and sick tiger was reportedly inhabiting the neighbouring

village. He was of a royal background to suit Mrs.

Packletides’s style. And the villagers also agreed to

cooperate for the lure of a thousand rupees, as their earning.

4. Why is Mrs Packletide compared to ‘Nimrod’?

Ans : Nimrod was a legendary hunter. Mrs. Packletide

was not at all adventurous and had no inclination towards

such a sport. The writer has used this comparison to create

mockery and lash at such vain females.

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQsssss
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5. How did Mrs Packletide plan to celebrate after

hunting the tiger?

Ans : Mrs. Packletide had decided to throw a luncheon

party at Curzon Street, with lot of media around. The tiger-

skin would be publically displayed and Loona would be

the guest of honour. But all the talk would centre around

Mrs. Packletide’s tiger hunt. This would irritate and

humiliate Loona.

6. What were the two reasons for which the villagers

agreed to help Mrs Packletide?

Ans : The villages were ecstatic to earn a thousand

rupees. Moreover, they were happy and excited at the

prospect of watching this tiger-hunt. This would provide

them with the much needed thrill that was sadly lacking

in their lives.

7. Why was the tiger called ‘herd-robber’ and

‘venerable’?

Ans : The tiger would attack and eat the goats of the

villagers. So they hated him and called him a herd robber.

The same tiger was old and that is why he is called

venerable, in mock respect.

8. What was the greatest worry for the villagers?

Ans : The tiger selected for the hunt was so old and

sick that the villagers were really worried that he should

not die before the tiger-hunt. So they took all kinds of

precautions to keep him healthy and fresh before the hunt.

9. “I suppose we are in some danger.” Why does

Louisa make this remark and what does it reflect

about her nature?

Ans : Louisa was very money-minded and she did not

wish to perform even a tiny bit of extra work, over she

was paid for. When both Louisa and Mrs. Packletide were

seated on the platform, waiting for the tiger to arrive, then

Louisa made the above remark. Basically she wished to

ensure whether there was any danger to her life or not,

from the tiger.

10. Louisa had a ‘protective elder-sister attitude’

towards money. How?

Ans : Louisa could never part with money, like an elder

sister’s protective attitude. Whether it was tips, her salary,

or her blackmail for money, everything was thoroughly

planned and worked out. She loved to cling to money,

whatever the denomination or currency.

11. Why did Loona avoid looking at the newspapers?

How did she react to the tiger-claw brooch and

the invitation to the luncheon party?

Ans : Loona also suffered a similar reaction at Mrs.

Packletide’s achievement. She did not wish to see her photos

in the newspapers. She was suffering extreme pangs of

jealousy. Loona could not refuse the gift of the tiger-claw

brooch and she boycotted the luncheon invitation by

declining it.

12. Bring out the similarities in the characters of

Mrs Packletide and Loona Bimberton.

Ans : Both the ladies are vain, jealous and dominated

by superfluous desires. They are social butterflies who spare

no thought to civility or grace. Both of them could go

to any limits to humiliate, embarrass or degrade each other.

They are publicity-crazy and pretentious females who derive

sadistic pleasure in hurting each other.

13. How  much money did Mrs. Packletide pay to

the villagers and why?

Ans : Mrs. Packletide was very jealous of her friend,

Loona Biberton. Loona’s adventure of flying an aeroplane,

made her feel belittle. In order to outdo Loona, she decides

to shoot a tiger and obtain a tiger skin. She offered a

thousand rupees to anyone who would help her in hunting

a tiger.

14. How did Miss Mebbin exploit Mrs. Packletide?

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Or

How did Miss Mebbin blackmail Mrs. Packletide

into gifting her a cottage?[C.B.S.E., 2011, T-1]

Ans : Miss Mebbin was very selfish and money-

minded. She knew the fact that Mrs. Packletide had shot

a goat and the tiger had succumbed due to heart failure,

caused by the loud noise of the bullet. She threatend Mrs.

Packletide with revealing the same secret to Loona. Thus

she blackmailed her employer and got hush money to buy

the weak-end cottage.

15. Depict the instances of humour in the chapter,

Mrs. Packletide’s tiger? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : The writer uses various instances to create loads

of humour throughout the story. The bare idea of tiger

hunting on the part of a rich socialite, just to outshine

her friend, is quite funny. The selection of tiger with royal

past, the behaviour of the tiger at the sight of the goat,

killing of the goat instead of the tiger, Miss Mebbin’s money

mindedness, etc., are instances of the humour created by

the writer.
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LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Miss Mebbin, after acquiring the cottage at

Dorking, writes to her sister how she managed

to get the cottage, taking advantage of the vanity

of two women. Draft a letter on her behalf.

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : Smith Street

ABC city

25 July, 20……

Dear Molly,

I am floating on Cloud Nine these days. Can you

believe that I have fulfilled my lifelong ambition of

acquiring a weekend cottage, near Dorking. It is so beautiful

and scenic. All my friends were wonderstruck at my fortune

and even you would feel that it is a ‘marvel’ and a great

asset. Can you believe that your sister is so smart that

she benefitted the most from the tug-of-war between two

jealous social butterflies, who could go to any length to

hurt each other. One of them tried to hunt a tiger and

shot the goat instead. I grabbed this opportunity and got

lot of hush-money to keep her secret. These women really

deserve this treatment. One of them has already learnt a

lesson and decided no more to indulge in game-shooting.

Rest of the details, I’ll give later.

Your sister,

Louisa.

2. What plans did Mrs Packletide make to outstine

Loona Bimberton? Was she successful?

Ans : Mrs Packletide had made quite an elaborate plan

to outshine Loona, in all respects. She decided to hunt

a tiger to counter her fame. Moreover, she had planned

a luncheon party, at Curzon Street, to pretend that it was

given in Loona’s honour. The tiger skin would be in the

background, media people were to be called. And she had

also decided that a tiger claw brooch would be given to

Loona as her birth day gift. Yes, she was, but at a great

financial cost.

3. Why was Mrs Packletide’s tiger-hunt not thrilling

and adventurous? What precautions did Mrs

Packletide take to hunt the tiger without risking

her life?

Ans : Mrs. Packletide was neither adventurous nor

sporting. She had never held a rifle before, nor had she

ever shown any inclination for any kind of game or shooting.

The sole objective of the tiger-hunt was to make Loona

jealous. So the tiger-hunt took on the flavour of some kind

of exploit that is undertaken to degrade others.

Mrs. Packeltide sat on a high platform which was far

from the reach of the tiger, she had an automatic rifle,

and a goat with a persistent bleat was selected to attract

the tiger. Moreover, she had taken help from the villagers

and had her paid companion with her for any kind of

emergency.

4. After reading the lesson, you have come to the

conclusion that ‘False vanity ends up in loss.’

On the basis of your observation and reading

of the lesson, write an article.

Ans : FALSE VANITY ENDS UP IN LOSS

Man is a slave to his passions and when it comes to

women, whims and fancies rule the roost. Women belonging

to the upper rung of society, often end up making a farce

of their eccentricities and become subjects of ridicule. It

is a fact now known to all, how a top socialist shot a

tiger just for making her friend jealous and have her photos

splashed all over the newspapers. Heedless killing of

animals for one’s whims is the greatest cruelty one can

inflict on poor helpless creatures. That lady, to satisfy her

vanity, resorted to tiger-killing which can never be pardoned

in any way. These days we are pledged to ‘SAVE TIGERS’

campaign, so such kind of wanton acts cannot be forgiven.

Strict laws should be made to punish such heedless acts,

which resort not only to cruelty but also end in financial

losses like expenditure or even blackmail. One never knows.

5. You are Mrs Packletide. You are indebted to the

villagers who never let you down at any juncture

whereas your companion Miss Mebbin, on whom

you relied heavily, stabbed you in the back. Write

a letter to a friend regarding the faith and

betrayal you faced from the people around you,

giving vent to your inner feelings.

Ans : Oxford Street

ABC City

10 July, 2011

Dear Alice,

I could not write to you since there were so many

preoccupations that needed to be sorted out in my personal

life. If you remember, I had mentioned that I was planning

to shoot a tiger. The tiger was shot and all the villagers

helped me in every way. Some lay in ambush for my

protection, others tried their best to stop the tiger from

going to the neighbouring village. They even arranged for

a goat and gave all kind of support, when it was discovered

that I had shot the goat instead of the tiger. But my paid

companion, Louisa who was supposed to be loyal,

threatened to divulge this secret to my arch rival Loona.

Out of compulsion, I had to honour her by gifting her

a very expensive cottage as blackmail. Imagine my state

of mind when people on whom you depend stab you in



D – 22 New Wave Communicative English – X

the back. Now I have lost faith in people I trusted earlier.

Your sister,

Mrs. Packletide

6. Mrs. Packletide develops extreme jealousy for

Loona Bimberton. She gives vent to her feelings

by writing a dairy entry. As Mrs. Packletide,

write the diary entry. [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans :Dear Diary,

Today I am feeling extremely jealous for Loona

Bimberton who had recently been carried in an aeroplane

by an Algerian pilot. I have been belittled by her adventure.

I am no less than her in any way, be it money, life style

or fame. I could not bear to see her photographs in the

newspapers. So, I have decided to outshine her by hunting

a tiger and possessing its skin. I will invite photographers

of all the leading magazines to click my photographs with

the tiger. I have also planned to throw a party pretending

to honour Loona for her adventure but most of the talk

would revolve round my bravery of killing a tiger. This

would make Loona squirm with embarrassment. To

humiliate her more, I would even present a tiger-claw brooch

to Loona on her birthday.

What do you say???

Isn’t it a brilliant idea?

Packletide.

1. Selfish and cruel attitude of man has led to the extinction of some animals.

Write an article

2. Research the names of other animals who are fast disappearing in great number like the Pandas.

l List them out.

l Suggest measures to protect them.

3. You are a member of PETA. Prepare an emotional speech to be delivered in the morning assembly

motivating the students to exercise restraint regarding the maltreatment meted out to the poor helpless

animals around them.

4. An arrow is being shot towards the bird. The bird, lost in its thoughts, is

totally unaware of it.

Answer these questions and make a story around this.

l What do you think will happen?

l Who has shot this arrow?

l Why has this arrow been shot?

7. Do you think the writer is trying to make fun

of the main characters in the story i.e., Mrs

Packletide, Miss Mebin and Loona Bimberton?

Narrate the instances from the story that point

to this fact.

Ans :Through the characters like Mrs. Packletide and

Loona Bimberton, the writer wants to highlight the vanity

of two women who can go to any foolish extremes. He

pokes fun at them who are largely govermed by passions

like jealousy. They are far removed from normal human

beings and their world comprises of parties, media attention

and meaningless adventures. They unnecessarily waste

thousands of rupees just to outshine each other. Despite

being bitter enemies and having extreme hatred for each

other, both Loona and Mrs. Packletide pretend to be the

part of the same friends circle. Their activities are not

for the welfare of the society but only to fulfil their

eccentricities and whims.

The writer has created another character like Miss

Mebbin who has no sense of loyalty for her employer and

resorts to blackmail Mrs. Packletide for her optimum

benefit. After threatening Mrs. Packletide that she would

tell Loona that she had shot at goat and not the tiger and

the latter’s death was caused by a heart attack, she was

able to procure a week-end cottage from her.

All the three characters are the epitome of vanity and

pretentions.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
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THE LETTER

 äääää By Dhumketu

3

SUMMARY

Coachman Ali is very old and sick and has been regularly

visiting the post office for the last five years. Unfavourable

weather and failing health don’t deter him. He religiously

visits the post office every day in the hope of receiving a

letter from his daughter Miriam, his only child, who had

got married to a soldier and left him. Getting a letter from

Miriam becomes the most important mission for him and

every day Ali is the first one to arrive and the last one to

leave, but no letter ever comes for him. Everyday he goes

back dejected and empty-handed. Everyone at the post

office considers him mad and derives pleasure in

tormenting him.

Coachman Ali had been a famous shikari and a

crackshot in his yester-years. When Miriam left him and

did not respond, he realised the pain of suffering and

separation. So he gave up hunting altogether.

One day Ali is in very bad physical condition and

reaches the post office with great effort. This makes him

impatient and an argument takes place with the postmaster.

The postmaster has his own preoccupations, he becomes

irritated and calls Ali ‘a pest’. Ali is humiliated, crestfallen

but not bereft of hope. While leaving, Ali gives five

guineas to Laxmi Das, the clerk, and extracts a promise

from him that he will deliver Miriam’s letter to his grave.

Ali’s prediction proves true and he is not seen for some

time.

By a strange quirk of fate, the postmaster finds

himself in a similar situation. His daughter is ill in another

town and he has no information of her condition. He is

eagerly waiting for his daughter’s letter, when he chances

upon Miriam’s letter for her father. Since the postman is

also suffering the pain of separation, he understands the

value of a child’s letter for the father. Next morning he

delivers the letter personally to Ali. He is later shocked to

discover that Ali has been dead for the past three months.

Laxmi Das, the clerk, recounts his last meeting with Ali

and their suspicions are further confirmed to see Miriam’s

letter lying near the door. To compensate for their bad

treatment, both the postmaster and Laxmi Das visit Ali’s

grave and place the letter on it.

This proves to be a very traumatic experience for

the postmaster. He realises that letters are not just

envelopes and postcards, but they have great human worth.

The newly awakened father’s heart curses him for

maltreating Ali. His only fate is now to wait for his

daughter’s letter and spend another night in restless

anxiety.

lkjka'k

dkspoku vyh o`¼ vkSj jksx&xzLr gSa] ijUrq fiNys ik¡p o"kks± ls
og yxkrkj Mkd?kj tk jgs gSaA cqjs ls cqjk ekSle] mudh fxjrh gqbZ
lsgr Hkh mudks jksd ugha ldrh gSA og çfrfnu Mkd?kj bl vk'kk
ls tkrs gSa fd ,d u ,d fnu mUgsa viuh bdykSrh iq=kh] efj;e dk
i=k vo'; feysxkA efj;e] ,d lSfud ls fookg djus osQ ckn]
vius firk dks NksM+ dj pyh xbZ FkhA

vyh osQ thou dk cl ,d gh è;s; Fkk µ viuh iq=kh dk i=k
ikukA og jks”k lcls igys Mkd?kj igq¡prs gSa vkSj lcls ckn esa tkrs
gSa] ij vc rd muosQ uke dk dksbZ i=k ugha vk;kA çfrfnu og
[kkyh gkFk] fujk'k gksdj ykSVrs gSaA Mkd?kj esa lc vyh dks ikxy
le>rs gsa vkSj mUgsa rM+ikus esa [kq'k gksrs gSaA

vius le; esa dkspoku vyh ,d lqçfl¼ f'kdkjh Fks vkSj ,d
vR;Ur prqj cUnwd pkydA tc efj;e mUgsa NksM+dj pyh x;h vkSj
dHkh Hkh mlosQ i=kksa dk mÙkj ugha fn;k rc vyh dks tqnkbZ vkSj
mldh ossnuk dk vkHkkl gqvkA rc  mUgksaus f'kdkj djuk fcYoqQy
NksM+ fn;kA

,d fnu] tc vyh dk LokLF; cgqr [kjkc Fkk] og Mkd?kj
cM+h eqf'dy ls igq¡psA cqjs LokLF; osQ dkj.k og v/hj gks x;s vkSj
iksLVekLVj ls >xM+k djus yxsA iksLVekLVj dh viuh futh ijs'kkfu;k¡
Fkh vkSj og >q¡>ykdj vyh dks ^^fp<+ iSnk djus okyk** dg cSBsA
vyh grksRlkg vkSj viekfur rks gq, ij fiQj Hkh mUgksaus vk'kk dk
lkFk u NksM+kA tkrs le; og lksus osQ ik¡p flDosQ y{ehnkl uked
,d DyoZQ dks ns x;s vkSj muls ;g opu Hkh ys fy;k fd vxj og
ej x;s rks efj;e dk i=k mudh dcz rd igq¡pk fn;k tk;sA vyh dh
;g Hkfo";ok.kh lR; fudyh D;ksafd cgqr fnuksa rd vyh fn[kkbZ
ugha fn;sA

HkkX; dh foMEcuk nsf[k;sA iksLVekLVj lkgc Hkh vyh osQ gh
tSlh leL;k dk lkeuk dj jgs gSaA mudh iq=kh chekj gS] nwljs 'kgj
esa gS ij mldh dksbZ [kSj&[kcj mUgsa ekywe ugha gSA og Hkh mRlqdrk
ls viuh iq=kh osQ i=k dk bar”kkj dj jgs gSaA vpkud ,d fnu mudh
u”kj tc efj;e osQ i=k ij iM+h rks mUgsa ml i=k dk egÙo le>
esa vk;kA og Lo;a viuh csVh dh tqnkbZ dk nq[k lg jgs gSaA og nwljs
fnu [kqn vyh dks i=k nsus x;sA ogk¡ tkdj og pfdr jg x;s tc
mUgsa ;g Kkr gqvk fd vyh dk fu/u gq, rhu ekl chr pqosQ gSaA
mUgksaus tc vius DyoZQ y{ehnkl dks ;g crk;k] rc mlus vyh osQ
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lkFk viuh vfUre eqykdkr osQ ckjs esa crk;kA vius nqO;Zogkj ls
yfTtr gksdj os nksuksa vyh dh dcz ij x;s vkSj og i=k ml ij j[k
fn;kA

;g vuqHko iksLVekLVj osQ fy, ,d vfç;] ekufld vk?kkr
vkSj osnuk nsus okyk FkkA mudks vc ;g lR; Li"V :i ls ekywe
gqvk fd i=k osQoy fyiQkisQ ugha gS cfYd mudk oqQN ekuoh; ewY;
Hkh gksrk gSA mudk iq=kh&çse dh Hkkouk ls Hkjk gqvk ân; mUgsa vyh
osQ çfr nqO;Zogkj osQ fy, f/Ddkjrk gSA vc mUgsa Hkh viuh iq=kh osQ
i=k dk bartkj djuk iMs+xk rFkk ,d vkSj jkr cspSuh vkSj ¯prk esa
fcrkuh iM+sxhA

WORD–MEANINGS

Tattered : torn l Plodded : walking with difficulty

l Staff : stick l Squatted : sat down l Scrub : bush

l Bereft : without l Serenity : calmness l Boundless :

limitless l Glimmer : shine l Relic : object survived in

its primitive form l Brimming : full of l Recital :

narration l Worth : value l Reproaching : blaming

l Remorse : regret  l Precincts : space within a

boundary l Lunacy : madness l Crackshot : skilled in

shooting.

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS (SOLVED)

4. Answer the following questions by ticking the

correct options :

(a) Ali’s walking to the post office daily even in

biting cold weather shows his ___________.

(i) courage (ii) optimism

(iii) foolishness (iv) strength of will

(b) The post office is referred to as Ali’s “place of

pilgrimage” as he __________.

(i) visited it daily

(ii) came there to pray for a letter from his

daughter

(iii) went there with faith and hope

(iv) believed God would bless him if he went

there

(c) The postmaster’s rudeness to Ali reveals his

____________________.

(i) lack of empathy

(ii) preoccupation with his work

(iii) preconceived notions

(iv) insensitivity

(d) Ali did not come to the post office for several

days as ____________________.

(i) he had given up hope

(ii) he was upset by the postmaster’s rebuke

(iii) he was unwell and not able to walk to the

Post Office

(iv) he was busy hunting

(e) “Tortured by doubt and remorse, he sat down in

the glow of the charcoal sigri to wait.” The

postmaster was waiting for

_________________.

(i) a letter from Miriam

(ii) a letter from his own daughter

(iii) a letter from Ali

(iv) Ali to deliver Miriam’s letter to him.

Answers : (a)   (ii)    (b)   (iii)    (c)   (ii)  .

(d)   (ii)    (e)   (ii)  .

5. Answer the following questions briefly.

(a) Who was Ali? Where did he go daily?

Ans. Ali had been a skilled shikari, renowned for

his expertise in shooting. He had given up that profession

and now he was old and sick. Daily he made his trek

to the post office to enquire for a letter, which he was

expecting from his daughter Miriam, who had got married

and gone away.

(b) Ali displays qualities of love and patience. “Give

evidence from the story to support the statement.”

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans. Ali’s love for his daughter is unparalleled. He

gave up hunting when he became a father and amidst bitter

weather and sickness went to post-office daily to enquire

about his daughter. He displays great patience for the

touching taunts of the employees there, and even when

he is on the verge of death, he instructs one clerk to keep

Miriam’s letter on his grave. His patience is limitless, so

is his love for his daughter.

(c) How do you know Ali was a familiar face at the

post office?

Ans. Ali had become a fixture at the post-office.

All the clerks and the postmaster got used to him and

called him a mad man. For the last five years he had been

coming daily to the post office without fail.

(d) Why did Ali give up hunting?

Ans. His only daughter Miriam got married and left
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him. Ali then understood the real meaning of love and

separation. So he gave up hunting.

(e) What impression do you form of the postmaster

after reading the story ‘The Letter’?

Ans. The postmaster was also emotional and

compassionate. He truly needed some situation to bring

out his human qualities. When he was worried for his

daughter, he realised Ali’s misery. Basically he was

charitable and kind, he regretted his behaviour and went

with Laxmi Das to lay Miriam’s letter on Ali’s grave. He

understood the human worth of letters.

(f) The postmaster says to Ali, “What a pest you

are brother.” Do you agree? Give reason.

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans. The postmaster got irritated with Ali’s

perservance and tenacity. Mindlessly he called Ali a pest.

He was unjustified because till then he had not been exposed

to any separation of a child from his parents. He appeared

to be cruel and inhuman. As he hadn’t undergone the

emotional pangs of a grieving father so he failed to gauge

Ali’s misery.

(g) Ali came out very slowly … eyes filled with

helplessness. Why were Ali’s eyes filled with

helplessness? What had exhausted was patience

but not his worth?

Ans. Ali had waited endlessly for his daughter’s

letter, he felt helpless. The employees at the post-office

made fun of him but he couldn’t resist the temptation of

seeing Miriam’s letter. When he was insulted by the post

master, who called him a ‘pest’, Ali’s patience was

exhausted but his unflagging hope told him that a letter

would surely arrive.

(h) ‘Tortured by doubt and remorse, he sat down

in the glow of the charcoal sigri to wait.’ Who

is tortured by doubt and remorse? Why? What

is he waiting for?

Ans. The postmaster’s heart is beating with anxiety

to hear from his own daughter. The newly-awakened father’s

heart was blaming him for having failed to understand

Ali’s anxiety. He was tortured by doubt and remorse. For

the first time he had understood what a father feels without

hearing any news from his daughter. His heart was brimming

with sympathy for Ali because his emotional condition was

similar to that of Ali.

7. Complete the table by explaining the following phrases/sentences in your own words :

Phrases Meanings

Happy memories light up a life that is nearing Happy memories prove to be life-giving to a person who is

its close on the verge of death.

The sound helped him along his lonely way The sounds cheered him up as he walked alone.

The cold used sleep to extend its sway over all The bitter cold weather enveloped everyone around just

things even as a false friend lulls his chosen as a false friend hides his intention behind wide smiles.

victim with caressing smiles

When the evening of his life was drawing in, When his life was ending, surprisingly he left his old habits

he left his old ways and suddenly took a new and changed his way of living.

turn

The whole universe is build up through love and The foundation of the entire world is love and when there

that the grief of separation is inescapable is separation then grief is unavoidable.

The postmaster, a man with a face as sad and The postmaster looked like a pumpkin with a sad and

as inexpressive as a pumpkin, would be seen inexpressive face, sitting on his chair.

sitting on his chair inside

And so the clerk, like a worshipper of Vishnu, The clerk like a worshipper of Vishnu called out the names of

repeated his customary thousand names thousand of people to whom the letters are to be distributed.

The haughty temper of the official had quite The postmaster was no more conceited and rude. His own

left him in his sorrow and anxiety, and had laid grief and concern for his daughter had made him aware of the

bare his human heart deep bonds between parents and children
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1. What is the theme of the lesson ‘The letter’

written by Dhumaketu?

Ans : Love is the foundation of the entire universe

and the desire to love and be loved is intrinsic in the nature

of Man. The relationship of a parent and child forms the

core-centre of the universe and no other relationship can

equal it in intensity. Grief and separation from a child

becomes very poignant and unbearable for a father and

eternal wait for a child’s letter can prove to be real torture.

Coachman Ali is a symbol of endless patience,

perseverance and his unshaken faith in Miriam’s letter

doesn’t end with his death. Moreover, a grieving father can

only understand the trauma and suffering of another father.

Pain and suffering bring people together even. In the last

five years he never received any letter. So the post office

people regarded him to be a mad man. Moreover, Ali

appeared to be lost in his own world, without being

bothered by any sarcastic remark or being deterred by

unfavourabe weather.

2. “Ali’s wait for his daughter’s letter extends

beyond his grave.” Bring out the truth of this

statement by referring to the lesson ‘The Letter.’

Ans : A parent’s entire life revolves around his

child. A father is totally oblivious of his discomfort of

suffering in looking after his child. A child forms the core-

centre of its parents’ universe. Pain of separation from a

child is intolerable for a father. Coachman Ali’s life had

changed dramatically after his daughter Miriam left him,

after getting married to a soldier. Ali was desperate to

know of her welfare but for five long years he never

received a reply. Sickness, ridicule, sarcasm, nothing

seemed to affect him. Ali relentlessly visited the post

office before dawn and came back only after night. His

diehard optimism and unshaking faith in Miriam’s letter

remained steadfast. The death of his physical body

couldn’t stop this eternal quest. He promptly appears to

receive Miriam’s letter, at the stroke of five. An unearthly

light and tears on his face, made the postmaster shrink

back in fear and amazement. Ali ceased to exist in his

physical body but the yearnings of his indomitable spirit is

satisfied. His infinite patience wins in the end, even

though he is dead.

SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

Read the following passages and write the most

appropriate option from the ones provided to you.

1. “It’s a mad man, sir, who worries by calling every-

day for letters that never come.”

(i) Identify the speaker

(a) the postmaster (b) The postman

(c) Ali (d) the clerk

(ii) Who is referred to as the mad man? What is

the context?

(a) The staff because they keep gossiping

whole day

(b) Laxmi Das because he never mentioned

Ali

(c) Ali is mad because he went to post office

everyday to collect his daughter’s letter

(d) The postmaster because he imagined that

Ali was alive.

(iii) What does the above remark reflect about the

character of that person?

(a) hardworking

(b) persevering

(c) kind and compassionate

(d) polite and humble

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (c) (iii) (b)

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQsssss

2. “But he is a bit touched, sir. In the old days he

committed many sins and maybe he shed some blood

within sacred precincts and is paying for it now,”

the postman added in support of his answer.

(i) What crime has the above-mentioned person

committed?

(a) He has cheated people of their money

(b) He has killed many birds and animals

(c) He had beaten many people in great

cruelty

(d) He was a liar

(ii) How is the person paying for his crimes?

(a) He is suffering greatly due to diseases

(b) He is isolated from his friends

(c) His wife has died

(d) No letter has come from his daughter so

he is mentally very upset

(iii) What does the above remark reflect about the

character of the speaker?

(a) fun-loving and jolly

(b) sadistic

(c) concerned and caring

(d) cruel

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (d) (iii) (d)
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3. “Here, look at this!” and Ali produced an old tin

box and emptied five golden guineas into the sur-

prised clerk’s hands. “Don’t look so startled,” he

continued. “They will be useful to you and they can

never be to me. But will you do one thing?”

(i) The money cannot be of any use to Ali because

(a) He is already too old and has no other

desires

(b) He is a miser

(c) He has no near relative

(d) He is charitable

(ii) The purpose for which Ali gave money is

(a) to show his kindness

(b) to get Miriam’s letter to him

(c) given as a tip

(d) to impress the staff with his compassion

(iii) The above remark shows that the speaker is

(a) indifferent (b) optimistic

(c) compassionate (d) reasonable

Answers : (i) (a) (ii) (b) (iii) (b)

4. The postmaster didn’t receive his own letter all that

day. He worried all night and getting up at three,

went to sit in the office. “When Ali comes at 4

o’clock,” he mused, “I will give him the letter my-

self.”

(i) Why is the postmaster waiting for Ali when

he had turned him away earlier?

(a) He wants to personally deliver Miriam’s

letter to Ali

(b) He has no other work to do

(c) He repents his bad behaviour

(d) He is ashamed of his behaviour towards

Ali

(ii) Which letter is the postmaster waiting for ?

(a) Miriam’s (b) Laxmi Das’s

(c) his own daughter’s (d) his wife’s

(iii) What is his ultimate realisation?

(a) letters must be delivered fast

(b) one must not scold anyone

(c) separation from a child is unbearable

(d) one must control one’s anger

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (c) (iii) (c)

5. Laxmi Das had heard the postmaster’s words as he

came towards the office from another quarter. “Who

was that, sir? Old Ali?” But the postmaster took no

notice of him.

(i) Describe the context of the above statements.

(a) Arrival of the letter of postmaster’s

daughter

(b) Arrival of Miriam’s letter

(c) Postmaster talking to Ali

(d) Laxmi Das’s presence

(ii) The postmaster took no notice of Laxmi Das

because

(a) he was depressed

(b) he was lost in the thoughts of his daughter

(c) he had seen Ali looking strange and

unearthly

(d) he was disturbed by Laxmi Das’s loud

voice

(iii) What was the strange news that Laxmi Das

gave?

(a) That a letter had arrived from the

postmaster’s daughter

(b) That the staff at post office was non-

cooperative

(c) That Ali had died three months ago.

(d) That Ali had given him money

Answers : (i) (c) (ii) (c) (iii) (c)

6. “That evening you could have seen Laxmi Das and

the postmaster walking with slow steps to Ali’s

grave. They laid the letter on it and turned back.”

(i) Where were Laxmi Das and the postmaster

going?

(a) Miriam’s house

(b) His daughter’s residence

(c) Ali’s grave

(d) Laxmi Das’ household

(ii) What was the purpose of their visit?

(a) A walk

(b) to place Miriam’s letter on Ali’s grave

(c) to pacify the staff

(d) to visit the postmaster’s daughter

(iii) What lesson did the postmaster learn that day?

(a) Letters have human worth

(b) A letter must always be delivered

(c) One must always control one’s temper

(d) One must never mock others

Answers : (i) (c) (ii) (b) (iii) (a)
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REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQsssss

7. “Ali came out very slowly, turning after every few

steps to gaze at the post office. His eyes were filled

with tears of helplessness, for his patience was ex-

hausted, even though he still had faith.”

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

(i) Ali eyes were filled with tears because

(a) the postmaster had misbehaved with him

(b) Miriam had died

(c) Ali was unwell

(d) Miriam was unwell

(ii) Ali had faith that

(a) the postmaster would understand his

feelings

(b) he would be well soon

(c) he would hear from Miriam

(d) None of the above

(iii) His patience was exhausted because

(a) he was very tired

(b) he could not convince the postmaster

(c) he had not received any letter from Miriam

during the last five years.

(d) All of the above

Answers : (i) (a) (ii) (c) (iii) (c)

8. “Beholding the wooden arch of this building, the old

man was filled with the joy that the pilgrim feels

when he first sees the goal of his journey.”

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

(i) Ali’s walking to the post office daily even in

biting cold weather shows his

(a) courage

(b) optimism

(c) foolishness

(d) strength of will

(ii) The  post office is referred to as Ali’s “place

of pilgrimage” as he

(a) visited it daily.

(b) came there to pray for a letter from his

daughter.

(c) went there with faith and hope.

(d) believed God would bless him if he went

there.

(iii) When did Ali’ daughter get married?

(a) One year ago

(b) Two years ago

(c) Three years ago

(d) Five years ago

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (c) (iii) (d)

9. “Beholding the wooden arch of this building, the old

man was filled with the joy that the pilgrim feels

when he first sees the goal of his journey.”

(i) Who is the old man?

(a) Ali

(b) Lakshmi Das

(c) Divan Sahib

(d) Librarian

(ii) Which was the building that filled him with

joy?

(a) the office building

(b) mosque

(c) post office

(d) pilgrimage

(iii) There he expected a letter from

(a) his son

(b) the postmaster’s daughter

(c) his daughter

(d) his wife

Answers : (i) (a) (ii) (c) (iii) (c)

Read the following passages and answer the questions

given thereafter.

1. The old man, shivering at times but fixed of purpose,

plodded on till he came out of the town-gate on to a straight

road.

(a) Identify the old man.

Ans. The old man is Miriam’s father.

(b) Explain — “fixed of purpose.”

Ans. He was focussed and single-mindedly determined.

(c) Where was the old man going & why?

Ans. He used to go to the post office every day to check

about Miriam’s letter.

2. “Beholding the wooden arch of this building, the
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old man was filled with the joy that the pilgrim feels when

he first sees the goal of his journey.”

(a) Name the building, with the wooden arch?

Ans. The building was the post office.

(b) Why was the old man filled with joy at its sight?

Ans. The building gave him hope that Miriam’s letter

may have arrived.

(c) Why is the old man compared to a “pilgrim”?

Ans. The post office had become a holy place for him

and he was like a pilgrim on a holy journey.

3. But when the evening of his life was drawing in,

he left his old ways and suddenly took a new turn.

(a) Explain — ‘evening of life was drawing in”?

Ans. He was old, sick and on the verge of dying.

(b) What were the man’s old ways?

Ans. He had been a famous shikari and had killed many

animals.

(c) What new turn did his life take? Why?

Ans. He gave up hunting due to separation from his only

daughter Miriam.

4. “I know! I know! But do you think we’ve got your

Miriam’s house registered.”

(a) Identify the speaker.

Ans. The speaker is the postmaster.

(b) Discuss the context of the above remark.

Ans. The postmaster is irritated because of Ali’s daily

insistence for his daughter’s letter.

(c) What was the result of the above remark on the

listener?

Ans. Ali felt very disheartened, miserable but did not

lose hope.

5. “Allah is there, and in his presence I am giving

you this money. When it comes, you must forward my

Miriam’s letter to me”.

(a) Whom is the speaker addressing?

Ans. The old man is Ali and he is talking to Laxmi Das,

a clerk.

(b) What is the reason for giving the money?

Ans. He wants him to deliver Miriam’s letter even when

he is dead.

(c) What is the speaker expecting from the listeners?

Ans. He expects Laxmi Das to put Miriam’s letter on his

grave.

6. The haughty temper of the official had left him in

his sorrow and anxiety and had laid bare his human heart.

(a) Who had a haughty temper?

Ans. The postmaster.

(b) How had this person become more human?

Ans. His own daughter’s separation made him realise

Ali’s misery and desperation.

(c) How did he try to compensate for his

misbehaviour?

Ans. He decided to collect Miriam’s letter and went with

Laxmi Das to lay it on Ali’s grave.

7. “For several days Ali had not come to the post-

office. There was no one with enough sympathy or

understanding to guess the reason, but all were curious

to know what had stopped the old man.”

[C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

(a) Why did Ali come to the post office?

Ans. Ali came to the post office to enquire about a letter

from his daughter.

(b) Why had Ali stopped coming to the post office?

Ans. He had stopped coming to the post office because

he was unwell.

(c) What was they curious to know?

Ans. They were curious to know why Ali had stopped

coming to the post office.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. What were the qualities that made Ali a good

shikari?

Ans : Ali was not only a famous shikari but also a crack-

shot. He could smell and locate animals and birds from

a great distance and kill them without any reason or

compassion.

2. Ali was a familiar figure at the post office, yet

no one noticed his absence. What do you think

could have been the reason?

Ans : All the staff at the post office were busy in their

routine work and they had never really bothered or cared

about Ali. They were indifferent to him and treated him

as a mad man. So his absence was not noticed by them.

3. Do you think the postmaster was justified in

calling Ali ‘a pest’? What was Ali’s reaction to

this accusation? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : The postmaster out of irritation had called Ali

‘a pest’. He had been fed up because of Ali’s persistence
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for his daughter’s letter. The postmaster was justified since

he had never felt the pangs of separation from a child.

Ali was totally depressed, crestfallen, humiliated but still

optimistic about receiving a letter from his daughter

4. Why did the postmaster want to deliver the

letter personally to Ali?

Ans : The postmaster realised the pangs of separation

from one’s child, when his own daughter did not respond.

He feels guilty maltreating and humiliating Ali. So to

compensate for his behaviour, he wished to handover

Miriam’s letter personally to Ali.

5. Draw a comparison between Ali and the post-

master as fathers.

Ans : Both the postmaster and Ali were fathers devoted

to their daughters. Both of them felt the pangs of separation

but the postmaster took lot of time to understand this. Ali’s

life had taken a turn due to his daughter, so had the

postmaster’s. Eventually they ended up feeling the same

kind of emotions.

6. How did the postmaster and Laxmi Das com-

pensate for their ill-treatment of Ali?

Ans : Both the postmaster and Laxmi Das went to Ali’s

grave and laid Miriam’s letter on his grave. The postmaster

had felt guilty of humiliating and maltreating Ali, so this

was his only way of compensation.

7. “The newly-wakened father’s heart in him was

reproaching him for having failed to under-

stand Ali’s anxiety.” What was the reason of

this ‘awakening’?

Ans : The cause of this “awakening” was his own

anxiety about his daughter who was ill. His daughter was

ill in another town and he had no information about her

health. This made him understand Ali’s feelings, his pain

and his anguish :

8. Why did Cochman Ali give up his favourite

sport? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : Coachman Ali had been a famous Shikari and a

crackshot in his yester-years. After his daughter, Miriam,

got married and left him, Ali understood the real meaning

of love and separation. So he gave up hunting, his favourite

sport.

9. How did post master’s attitude towards Ali

eventually change? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : Ali had become fixture at the post office. All the

clerks as well as the Post-master were irritated with Ali’s

perserverance and tenacity. The post master even insulted

him and called him a pest. But now when he himself was

worried for his daughter, he realised Ali’s misery. He

regretted his behaviour and went to lay Miriam’s letter

on Ali’s grave.

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. What is the theme of the lesson ‘The Letter’

written by Dhumaketu?

Ans : Love is the foundation of the entire universe and

the desire to love and be loved is intrinsic in the nature

of Man. The relationship of a parent and child forms the

core-centre of the universe and no other relationship can

equal it in intensity. Grief and separation from a child

becomes very poignant and unbearable for a father and

eternal wait for a child’s letter can prove to be real torture.

Coachman Ali is a symbol of endless patience, perseverance

and his unshaken faith in Miriam’s letter doesn’t end with

his death. Moreover, a grieving father can only understand

the trauma and suffering of another father. Pain and

suffering bring people together even if they are poles apart.

So the author advocates the need for compassion,

understanding, brotherhood, and empathy for the needy.

Only this can sustain us in life.

2. Imagine you are Laxmi Das and have returned

home after placing Miriam’s letter on Ali’s

grave. You are confused and troubled by the

postmaster’s remarks. You also feel ashamed of

having accepted 5 guineas from Ali to deliver

Ali’s letter to his grave. Make a dairy entry

expressing your feelings. (100 to 125 words)

Ans : Dear Diary,

Today I am expressing my heartfelt sorrow for the

kind of treatment we all gave to Ali. I am deeply ashamed

of my behaviour, but what has happened cannot be undone.

I will never excuse myself for taking money from poor

Ali, just to deliver a letter which should have been my

duty otherwise also. I do not know how I couldn’t feel

Ali’s misery his feelings, his pain and anguish in those

days. Maybe our routine lives make us so inhuman.

Nevertheless there is some consolation that Miriam’s letter

did reach Ali, even if it was on his grave.

Laxmi Das

3. The postmaster feels guilty when he finds that

Ali is no longer alive. He writes a letter to

Miriam explaining to her about Ali’s wait for

her letter and his death. Write the letter in

100-125 words. [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]
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Ans : Minto Road,

ABC City

10 August, 2010

Dear Miriam,

This letter is going to surprise you immensely

but it was very much needed. Your father, Ali, kept waiting

desperately for your letter. Everyday he would come to

the post office, in sickness or in bad weather, face the

taunts of all the staff, just for your letter. When your letter

came, he was dead, so we kept your letter on his grave.

We offer you our heartfelt condolences.

Postmaster

4. “Ali’s wait for his daughter’s letter extends

beyond his grave.” Bring out the truth of this

statement by referring to the lesson ‘The

Letter’.

Ans : A parent’s entire life revolves around his child.

A father is totally oblivious of his discomfort or suffering,

in looking after his child. A child forms the core-centre

of its parent’s universe. Pain of separation from a child

is intolerable for a father. Coachman Ali’s life had changed

dramatically after his daughter Miriam left him, after getting

married to a soldier. Ali was desperate to know of her

welfare but for five long years he never received a reply.

Sickness, ridicule, sarcasm, nothing seemed to affect him.

Ali relentlessly visited the post office before dawn and

came back only after night. His diehard optimism, unshaking

faith in Miriam’s letter remained steadfast. The death of

his physical body couldn’t stop this eternal guest. He

promptly appears to receive Miriam’s letter, at the stroke

of five. An unearthly light and tears on his face, made

the postmaster shrink back in fear and amazement. Ali

ceased to exist in his physical body but the yearnings of

his indomitable spirit is satisfied. His infinite patience wins

in the end, even though he is dead.

5. Miriam visits her father’s grave, after his

death, and is full of remorse and guilt to see her

‘unread’ letter lying on his grave. She is

speechless to know of her father’s undying and

unshaken faith and his endless wait for her

letter. On her behalf, write an article, in the

memory of her father titled, “Endless wait of a

father.”

OR

Imagine you are Miriam, the coachman’s

daughter. Write a diary page, expressing your

grief on your father’s demise and sharing your

feelings of nostalgia. [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : Dear Diary,

I am in a state of utter shock and I chastise myself

thoroughly for my own conduct. How could I have been

so thoughtless? How could I not have foreseen that a father’s

heart will never rest in peace till he hears of the welfare

of his child. I became so preoccupied in my own routine

life and adjustments to marital life that I forgot that my

father is old and sick. I feel so depressed to realise the

mental agony that my father underwent. A word from me

could have saved him from his daily trek to the post office,

the insulting remarks of all others. My father tolerated

so much for me. To see the unread letter on his grave

is a scene, I will never forget. I don’t know now how

to reach him, how to compensate for my behaviour. Oh

God! I just pray for his soul to rest in peace.

Miriam

6. What is the role of ‘the letter’ in the story by

‘Dhumketu? [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : Letter plays a very significant role in the story.

The writer wants to depict that the letters are not just

envelops and postcards, but they have great human worth.

The main protogonist, Ali, visits post office every day in

the hope of receiving a letter from his daughter who is

married and lives with her husband. The people in the

post office ignore him as a mad man. One day he visits

the post office in bad health and gives money to one of

the clerk to keep his daughter’s letter on his grave. Ali’s

prediction proves true and he is not seen for sometime.

By a strange turn of fate, the post master, who even called

Ali a pest, finds himself in the similar situation as his

daughter is not well, in another city, he anxiously waits

for her letter. Now he realises the value of a child’s letter

for a father. He chances upon Miriam’s letter and thinks

of delivering the letter personally to Ali. He is shocked

to learn that Ali has been dead for the past three months.

The clerk recounts his last meeting with Ali. Both post

master and the clerk visit Ali’s grave and place the letter

on it. Thus the letter plays a significant role in the story

by Dhumketu.

7. Imagine Ali writes a letter to one of his friends

about what he does before his death. Write that

letter on his behalf. [C.B.S.E. 2011 (T-1)]

Ans : Dear Abdul,

Today I am feeling extremely sad, my health is

deteriorating day by day and the day is not far when I

would leave this material world. But before dying I have

taken a harsh decision of bribing the clerk of the post

office, against my wishes, to keep Miriam’s letter at my

grave.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
1. You happened to read Mahatma Gandhi’s autobiography ‘My

Experiments with Truth’ and you are very appreciative of

the frank honesty of Gandhiji. Write a letter to your friend

Arpita, expressing your views.

2. Many times in our life our expectations are not fulfilled since the other party is too slow in reciprocation.

Think of such a situation and enact it before your class. You can take the help of your friend to write

the dialogues.

3. You are in a hostel and missing home too much. You are reminded of all the little things that your family

did for you. Write an affectionate letter acknowledging their contribution and the help they had extended

to you.

4. Pt. Nehru’s letters to his daughter Indira Gandhi are part of history now. Make a Powerpoint Presentation

or a project based on it on the topic “LETTERS FOR A DAUGHTER”.

M.K. Gandhi

Dear Abdul, as you know, my whole life revolved

round Miriam. After the death of her mother I acted both

as father and mother to her. She is the core-centre of my

universe. But after her marriage she has gone to live with

her husband and I waited for her letter for five long years

which I haven’t yet received. I continuously visited the

post office for all these years everyday, without fail, and

bore the ridicule and sarcasm of the post office employees.

But my unshaking faith in Miriam’s letter remained

steadfast.

Today my endless patience and perserverance gave

way. Moreover, my failing health doesn’t permit me to

go to the post office everyday. So I have given five guineas

to a clerk, Lakshmi Das, at the post office and extracted

a promise from him that he will deliver Miriam’s letter

to my grave otherwise I will not find peace in another

world also.

Can’t write the words ‘see you soon’ as I may

not get a chance to see you.

Request you to take care of Miriam after my death.

Yours very own

Ali
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A SHADY PLOT

 äääää By Elsie Brown

4

BEFORE YOU READ

What exactly is a OUIJA BOARD?

It is pronounced as wee-ja, wee-je. It is known as spirit board or a talking board. It is a feat board marked with letters,

numbers and other symbols supposedly used to communicate with spirits. It uses a movable indicator to indicate the

spirits’ message by spelling it out on the board. It is a very popular game among some sections because it gives an

imaginary thrill of communicating with spirits.

SUMMARY

The writer, Mr Hallock, was told by his employer Mr

Jenkins to write a ghost story. He told Mr Hallock to write

a very horrifying story with supernatural elements because

the public liked these kind of stories. The writer agreed to

this proposal for no one else printed his stuff. He was

surprised how he could have written the earlier ghost sto-

ries for he was not a specialist in this genre. Whenever he

had decided to write a ghost story, surprisingly the plot had

appeared from nowhere.

The writer sat down to pen the story, though no idea

occurred to him. In fact his mind was wandering towards

his wife’s shopping trips and other unghostly things. The

writer loudly said, ‘‘This writing business is delightful,

isn’t it?” and to his surprise a voice at the other end of the

room said, “Yes it is.” The writer was surprised to see a

figure taking shape gradually. It was a woman, tall and

angular, with enormous fishy eyes, wearing spectacles.

She came and stood before the writer. The writer wished

to know why that woman had come. She gave a very

surprising answer that the writer had only called her to

help him in writing a story. Moreover she said that the

ghosts were going on strike so the writer should stop

bothering her for another plot. She elaborated that all the

other stories that had been a hit had come from her only.

The ghost explained that she had been a writer in the

earlier birth but now she had collected other ghosts like

her and set up a ‘Writers’ Inspiration Bureau’. Now they

extended help to a writer who had no ideas. The writer

disagreed with the ghost’s views for he had never seen her

before so how could she have inspired him. She explained

that she had sat on the writer’s shoulder and had given

him the plots. But now they were all fed up for being

pulled out of beds at all times and had decided to go on

strike. The ghost wanted the writer to call all his friends

and stop using the Ouija board. The conversation of the

writer and the ghostly figure was interrupted by the arrival

of the writer’s wife who is surprised to see her husband

sitting in the dark and talking loudly to himself. However,

she was going gaga over a recent  purchase she had made.

On the writer’s query she revealed that she had bought a

Ouija board to help the writer to write the stories. She said

that she wanted to make story writing easy for the writer

from now onwards. The writer tried his best to dissuade

his wife from keeping the ouija board but she refused to

listen. The writer thought that he would reason with his

wife later.

Next day the writer set out for his job. He worked

as an accountant for a lumber company and could not give

up his job and take to full-time story-writing due to finan-

cial problems. On reaching back home he was told by his

cook to get ready and come down as his wife had invited

some guests. When he came down eventually, he was sur-

prised to see that their parlour  was full of women belong-

ing to his wife’s book club. They were sitting in two’s and

between two friends there was a Ouija board. Immediately

his wife appeared and she wanted the writer to be a part-

ner of Mrs Hinkle, who was without any other friend.

Miss Hinkle took the writer’s fingers and started

moving them on the Ouija board. Surprisingly the words

spelt on the board were ‘TRAITOR.’ Mrs. Hinkle wanted

the board to clarify as to who was a traitor. The Ouija

board spelled out that it was Mr Hallock. On enquiring

what was the identity of the speaker, the board revealed

that it was someone with the name of Helen.

This fact created a furore in the entire room and the

ladies along with the writer’s wife gathered around the

writer and looked at him accusingly. All the Ouija boards

signalled towards the writer. The writer could not  answer.

He fled the scene and went to sleep. Next morning, he

noticed a slip of paper with the message that his wife was

leaving him for good and her lawyer would communicate

with him. The writer was shocked and surprised at this

development. Meanwhile Helen, the ghost, reappeared

and told the writer that she had been sent to ensure that his

wife was going to get rid of that Ouija board. The writer
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was very angry and he retorted that the ghost had made

the writer lose his wife, his home and his happiness. The

writer’s wife Lavinia entered and told the writer that she

was moving out. The writer was trying to shield and cover

Helen, when his wife remarked that he was behaving very

strangely. The Cook barged in and announced that she

was not going to serve in a place where there were Ouija

boards and activities relating to curses and charms.

Lavinia was in no mood to be pacified. She sprang

quickly to see who was standing behind her husband.

Helen did not disappear this time and boldly announced

to Lavinia that she indeed was Helen. Lavinia felt very

miserable to create such a ruckus and accuse her husband

of infidelity. The writer felt inspired and realised that he

had indeed hit upon an excellent plot for a ghost story.

lkjka'k

Jh gSykSd dks mlosQ vf/dkjh us ,d çsRkkRek dh dgkuh
fy[kus dks dgkA mUgksaus gSykSd dks ,d cgqr gh Mjkouh] vykSfdd
?kVukvksa ls Hkjiwj dgkuh fy[kus dks dgk D;ksafd turk dks ,slh gh
dgkfu;k¡ vPNh yxrh gSaA ys[kd ,slh dgkuh fy[kus dks rS;kj gks
x;k D;ksafd dksbZ vkSj if=kdk mudh dgkfu;k¡ ugha Nkirh FkhA ys[kd
dks vk'p;Z gks jgk Fkk fd ml Hkwrksa dh dgkfu;k¡ igys oSQls fy[kh
D;ksafd mls bl fo"k; esa dgkuh fy[kus dk vH;kl ugha FkkA tc Hkh
og Hkwr ;k çsrkRek dh dgkuh fy[kus cSBrk] dgkuh dk dFkkud
vius vki dgha ls çdV gks tkrk FkkA

ys[kd tc fy[kus cSBk] rks dksbZ Hkh ;kstuk mls le> esa u
vkbZA okLro esa mldk fnekx iRuh dh [kjhnkjh vkSj [kpks± osQ ihNs
?kwe jgk Fkk] Hkwr&çsrksa osQ lkFk ughaA ys[kd us Lo;a ls ”kksj ls dgk]
^;g ys[ku fØ;k çlUurk nsus okyh gS] gS u\* vkSj ,d pkSadkusokyh
vkok”k dejs osQ nwljs Nksj ls ml rd vkbZ] ̂ ^gk¡] gS!** vk'p;Zpfdr
ys[kd us ,d yEch] nqcyh&iryh cM+h eNyh tSlh vk¡[kksa okyh]
,sud igus efgyk dks /hjs&/hjs vius lkeus çdV gksrs ns[kkA og
efgyk] ys[kd osQ lkeus vkdj [kM+h gks xbZA ys[kd us ;g tkuus dh
bPNk çdV dh fd og D;ksa vkbZ gSaA efgyk us ,d vthc mÙkj fn;k
fd ys[kd osQ cqykus ij gh og vkbZ gS] dgkuh fy[kus esa mldh
lgk;rk djus osQ fy,A ml efgyk us ;g Hkh dgk fd lkjh çsrkRek,¡
rax vkdj gM+rky ij tkus okyh gSa] blfy, dgkuh osQ dFkkud osQ
fy, ys[kd mudks ijs'kku u djsaA efgyk us ;g Hkh tksj nsdj dgk
fd vc rd ftruh Hkwrksa dh dgkfu;k¡ liQy gqbZ gSa og lc mlus
fy[kkbZ gSaA bl efgyk Hkwr us ys[kd dks crk;k fd vius iwoZ tUe
esa og ,d ys[kd Fkha vkSj vkSj vc mUgksaus ,d ^ys[kdksa dks çsj.kk
nsus okyk* dk;kZy; [kksyk gSA vc ftu ys[kdksa osQ ikl dksbZ ewy
fopkj ugha gksrs og mudh lgk;rk djrh gSaA ys[kd us mldh ckr
dk [kaMu djrs gq, dgk fd tc og mlls dHkh igys ugha feyk rks
og mldks çsj.kk oSQls ns ldrh gSaA efgyk us dgk fd og lnSo

ys[kd osQ oaQ/s ij cSBh jgrh Fkh vkSj mudks u;k dFkkud nsrh FkhA
ij vc lc çsrkRek,¡ rax vk pqdh gSa D;ksafd mUgsa le;&vle;
txk;k tkrk gS_ blfy, vc os lc gM+rky djus okyh gaSA efgyk
us ys[kd ls dgk fd og vius lHkh fe=kksa dks iQksu djs vkSj dgs fd
muesa ls dksbZ vc ohtk cksMZ ç;ksx ugha djsaA

tc ys[kd çsrkRek ls ckr dj jgk Fkk rHkh ys[kd dh iRuh
ogk¡ vkbZ vkSj ;g ns[kdj gSjku jg xbZ fd ys[kd v¡/sjs esa cSBs gq,
vius vki ls ”kksj&”kksj ls ckrsa dj jgk gSA ij bl le;] iRuh dk
è;ku ,d ubZ [kjhnkjh ij Fkk vkSj og mlosQ Åij yV~Vw FkhA ys[kd
osQ iwNus ij mlus crk;k fd og ,d ohtk ohts cksMZ gS tks ys[kd
dks dgkuh fy[kus esa lgk;rk djsxkA og vius ifr dk dgkuh
fy[kuk ,d vklku dk;Z cukuk pkgrh gSaA ys[kd osQ cgqr euk djus
ij Hkh og cksMZ ys vkrh gSa vkSj vius ifr dh ckr ugha ekurh! ifr
us lkspk fd og ckn esa viuh iRuh dks euk ysxkA

nwljs fnu ys[kd vius dke osQ fy, fudy x;kA og ,d
ydM+h dh dEiuh esa equhe FkkA og ;g dke blfy, djrk Fkk
D;ksafd og dgkuh fy[k dj viuk [kpkZ ugha pyk ldrk FkkA nwljk
dke djuk vfuok;Z FkkA tc og dke ls ?kj ykSVk rks mls tYnh ls
diM+s cnydj uhps vkus dks dgk x;kA mldh iRuh us oqQN esgeku
cqyk;s FksA tc og uhps vk;k rks og gSjku jg x;k] mldk ?kj mldh
iRuh osQ ^^efgyk Dyc** dh efgykvksa ls Hkjk gqvk FkkA ogk¡ nks&nks
efgyk,¡ ,d ohtk ohts cksMZ chp esa j[kdj cSBh gqbZ FkhaA mldh
iRuh us mls Jherh fgUdy dk ikVZuj cuus dks dgk D;ksafd muosQ
lkFk dksbZ nwljh efgyk ugha FkhaA

Jherh fgUdy us ys[kd dh m¡xyh idM+h vkSj mls ohtk ohts
cksMZ ij ?kqekuk 'k: fd;kA cksMZ ij ^^fo'okl?kkrh** 'kCn fy[kdj
vk;kA Jherh fgUdy us iwNk µ dkSu fo'okl?kkrh gS\ ohtk ohts
cksMZ us ys[kd gSykSd dk uke fy[kkA tc ;g iwNk x;k fd fy[kus
okyk dkSu gS rks cksMZ us fy[kk µ gsysuA

lkjs dejs esa 'kksj ep x;kA ys[kd dh iRuh lfgr lHkh
efgykvksa us ys[kd dks ?ksj fy;k vkSj mldks nks"kh O;fDr dh rjg
ns[kus yxhA bl le; lcosQ lc ohtk ohts cksMZ ys[kd dks vijkèkh
crk jgs FksA ys[kd dks dksbZ mÙkj ugha lw>k vkSj og ogk¡ ls Hkkx
fudyk vkSj tkdj lks x;kA tc og lqcg mBk rks mls viuh iRuh
dk lans'k feyk fd og mls ges'kk osQ fy, NksM+ jgh gS vkSj vc og
vius odhy osQ }kjk gh mlls ckr djsxhA ys[kd bl ubZ ?kVuk ls
iw.kZr% vpafHkr jg x;kA mlh le;] gsysu dh çsrkRek mlosQ lkeus
vk;h vkSj mlus ys[kd ls dgk fd og ;g ns[kus vkbZ gS fd mldh
iRuh us ohtk ohts cksMZ isaQd nsA ys[kd us Øksf/r gksdj dgk fd
çsrkRek osQ dkj.k mlus viuh iRuh] viuk ?kj] viuh [kq'kh lc [kks
nh gSA

mlh le; mldh iRuh yohfu;k vkbZ vkSj ys[kd ls dgk fd
og ?kj NksM+dj tk jgh gSA ys[kd gsysu dks Nqikus dh dksf'k'k dj
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jgk Fkk tc mldh iRuh us dgk fd og cgqr gh vthc O;ogkj dj
jgs gSaA brus esa] mudh oqQd ([kkuk cukus okyh) /M+/M+krh gqbZ vkbZ
vkSj dgk fd og fd og ,sls ?kj esa dke ugha djsxh tgk¡ ohtk ohts
cksMZ ç;ksx esa yk, tkrs gSa vkSj çsrkRekvksa dks cqyk;k tkrk gSA
yohfu;k Hkh ekuus dks rS;kj ugh FkhA mlus yiddj ;g ns[kus dh
dksf'k'k dh fd dkSu mlosQ ifr osQ ihNs [kM+k gS\ gsysu bl ckj
vUrè;kZu ugha gqbZ vkSj mlus fuMj gksdj yohfu;k dks crk;k fd og
okLro esa gsyu gSA yohfu;k cgqr nq[kh gksrh gS fd mlus bruk cM+k
gaxkek fd;k vkSj vius ifr dks nkEiR; thou esa fo'okl?kkrh dgkA

ys[kd bl ?kVuk ls cgqr gh çsfjr gksrk gSa vkSj mls ;g
vuqHkwfr gksrh gS fd ,d vfr lqUnj Hkwrksa dh dgkuh dk dFkkud mls
fey x;kA

WORD–MEANINGS

l  Proposition : proposal l  uncanny : strange

l pestering : forcing l sarcastically : in a hurting

manner l imbecility : weak intellect l plaid : long

woollen cloth l gaping : staring l purgatory : a place

of spiritual cleansing l  paradise  : heaven

l patronisingly : in a protective manner l demobilise :

send away l evaporate : disappear l vestige : remainder

l affliction : trouble l hysterics : uncontrollable

emotions l Napoleon : Emperor of France, whose

military endeavour and sheer personality dominated

Europe for a long time l Helen of Troy : She was the

daughter of Zeus, wife of Menelaus, her abduction by

Paris led to the Trojan war. l  huffily : irritably

l churning : moving l flirtatious : behave in an enticing

manner l tugging : pulling, moving l plagued : troubled

l twitch : quiver l spasm : sudden muscle contraction

l elapsed : passed l semblance : resemblance, look

like l gurgled : made a sound like water l prickle :

like thorns l gait :walk l  protruding : stick out

l  unaccustomed : not used to l  agility : active

movement l phantom : ghost l contraptions : strange

machine l lithely : flexibly l apparition : ghost, spirit

l fervently : impassionately

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS (SOLVED)

Q.1. Given below is a list of words related to ghost and ghost stories with their jumbled up meanings against

them. Match the words/expressions with their correct meanings:

Ans. Apparition a supernatural appearance of a person or thing, a ghost, spectre or phantom.

Poltergeist German word, meaning ‘‘noisy ghost’’— a troublesome spirit that announces its presence

with unexplainable sounds and the creation of disorder.

Clairvoyance the supposed power to see objects or events that cannot be perceived by the senses.

Crystal Ball a globe of quartz crystal in which images, believed to portend the future, are supposedly

visible to fortune tellers

Eerie so mysterious, strange, or unexpected as to send a chill up the spine

Medium a person through whom the spirits of the dead are alleged to be able to contact the living

Transmigration to pass into another body after death: going from one state of existence or place to another.

Psychic capable of extraordinary mental processes, such as extrasensory perception and mental

telepathy

Ouija Board a spelling board device intended to communicate with and through the spirit world, obtaining

answers to questions

Exorcist a conjurer who expels evil spirits by conjuration

Premonition a feeling of anticipation of or anxiety over a future event

Paranormal beyond the range of normal experience or scientific explanation

Tarot Card a set of 22 playing cards bearing allegorical representations, used for fortune telling

Vampire a reanimated corpse that is believed to rise from the grave at night to suck the blood of

sleeping people
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5. Answer the following questions briefly.

(a) What genre of stories does Jenkins want the

narrator to write? Why?

Ans. The narrator is requested by Jenkins to write

ghost stories with supernatural elements. The public de-

manded such horrors and thrills and these kind of stories

were a sure hit with the people.

(b) Does the narrator like writing ghost stories?

Support your answer with evidence from the

text.

Ans. The writer did not specialise in ghost stories.

In fact he was surprised how the plot and other details

occurred to him. The first story he had ever written had

been a ghost story and it made him popular. So he starts

liking the idea of writing ghost stories and says, ‘‘This

writing business is delightful.’’

(c) What makes Helen, the ghost and other co-

ghosts organize, ‘The Writers’ Inspiration

Bureau’?

Ans. Helen had been a writer in her other life. In

her present state, she had been working as a reader on a

magazine. When she became a ghost, she found others,

like her, who had suffered and they formed a Writers’

Inspiration Burea. Now they searched for a writer who was

without ideas with a mind susceptible enough to accept

these ideas.

(d) Why had Helen, the ghost been helping the

narrator write ghost stories? Why was she

going on strike? What condition she places

for providing continued help?

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans. Helen had helped the narrator because he was

keen to write ghost stories but had no ideas and his mind

was impressionable. But now the ghosts were fed up of

being called too often from their beds. They had given up

haunting and had taken up answering questions on the

Ouija board but people had started pestering them too of-

ten. Helen promised to help the narrator if he would  get

his friends and acquaintances to stop using the Ouija

board.

(e) How does the ghost undermine the narrator’s

faith in  his ability to write ghost stories?

Ans. The narrator refused to believe that Helen

had helped him to write all the earlier stories. He protested

and said that he had never summoned her. But Helen said

that she had come on her own, sat on his shoulder when

he was thinking hard and provided him good plots.

(f) Why does John want the ghost to disappear

before his wife appears on the scene? What

impression of his wife’s character do you

form from his words? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans. Lavinia, John’s wife, is a jealous lady. John

does not want Helen to be seen by his wife for fear of

complications in his married life. His wife is over sensitive

and the sight of a ghost in her house will affect her badly.

Lavinia is basically a lady, who is a spendthrift and social-

ite, spending her time in parties and friends.

(g) Why does the narrator hesitate to be a part-

ner to Laura Hinkle during Ouija Board

party? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans. Helen, the ghost, had asked the narrator to

exert his influence in getting all his friends to stop using

the Ouija board. Helen had told the narrator that all the

ghosts were fed up of being summoned by the Ouija board

players, at all hours and now they were going on strike.

Helen had promised to help the narrator in his story, if he

did the needful. So he was reluctant to get involved in

something which he had been strongly forbidden to do.

(h) What message does the ghost convey to the

group that had assembled in the narrator’s

house? What is their reaction to the

message?

Ans. The ghost conveys to Miss Hinkle that Mr

Hallock is a traitor and a woman by the name of Helen was

calling for him. Immediately all the women along with the

narrator’s wife gather around him and start staring at him

accusingly. They behave as if he has been very sly, keeping

relations with another woman, behind his wife’s back.

(i) Do you agree with narrator calling the

assembly of women ‘manipulators’. Give

reasons.

Ans. The narrator’s state of mind, or his problem,

was not known to either his wife or the other women. So

psychologically he felt that they were trying to trap him or

malign him needlessly. What the women were saying had

been indicated on the Ouija board, they were just  finding

the connection so the narrator is not justified in calling

them ‘manipulators’ for they were not doing it deliber-

ately. It is intrinsic to women’s nature to see more than

what really exists so they cannot be blamed for this.

(j) Why is John’s wife angry? What does she

decide to do? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans. John’s wife blames her husband of infidelity,

carrying on with Helen behind her back. She decides to

leave him and go to back to her grand mother. Rest of the

details will be chalked out by the lawyer.

(k) Why does John wish he were dead?

Ans. John’s  marital life had reached a dead end.

He hated being accused of deceiving his wife, whereas no

such thing had ever happened. His wife had threatened to

quit and he hated all the accusations that had been hurled

at him.
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(l) When confronted by Lavinia about his flirta-

tions over the Ouija Board, John insists that

‘‘The affair was quite over-board, I assure

you.’’ Bring out the pun in this statement.

Ans. John’s answer was quite intelligent and

double-edged, the real meaning only he knew. His affair

was rightly over-board, since it was over the Ouija Board

all the problem had begun. Helen, the ghost had forced

him to influence his friends to do away with the boards

and she was the one who had maligned him in front of his

wife and her friends.

(m) John’s apprehensions about his wife’s reac-

tion to her encounter with the ghost are un-

founded. Justify.

Ans. John believed that his wife was a sensitive

little woman who was too scared of even a mouse. A real

heart attack would happen to her if she saw a ghost in her

living room. But his doubts were unfounded. Lavinia did

not tremble for a moment and patiently observed and lis-

tened to Helen, the ghost. She never swooned and there

was a satisfied smile on her face instead.

6. Answer the following questions in detail :

(a) After her reconciliation with her husband,

John Hallock, Lavinia writes a letter to her

friend expressing how her relationship with

him had almost been on the verge of breaking

and what saved it. Write her letter.

Ans. Post Street

10 September, 20 xx

Dear Anne,

I am extremely sorry for not responding earlier.

My life had taken a strong turn and I was left grappling

with some apprehensions. Believe me, you were

uppermost in my mind but I wanted to sort out my

domestic problems and then write to you with a clear

frame of mind.

Last month I underwent a very bad phase of my

life. You know how proud I am of John and his creative

abilities. I have always appreciated his skill in churning

out excellent stories along with being a considerate

husband. He has always supported me in my endeavours,

but sometimes even honesty is also put to test. Once

during the Book Club game with my friends, the Ouija

board hinted that John was having an affair with someone

called Helen. I was dumb founded and I threatened to quit.

You know, I am impatient I can never tolerate infidelity. I

had packed my suitcase and was on the verge of deserting

John, when I discovered to my surprise, it was an

apparition, a ghost, named Helen who was haunting him.

Who would believe that ghosts are found in today’s world?

Nevertheless I’m happy that I discovered the truth

eventually. Now all is well and there is no reason to worry.

However, I blame myself for all this ruckus. I

never gave him chance to explain, nor did I show faith in

him. I should have remained unflinching in my trust. So

the famous quote proved true in my case ‘‘Jealousy, thy

name is woman’’. I have learnt my lesson now.

Please write to me about yourself also.

Your friend,

Lavinia.

(b) Discuss the significance of the title of the

lesson, ‘‘A Shady Plot.’’

Ans. The title ‘A Shady Plot’ is most appropriate

because most of the situations and characters remain

unclear and foggy. At first instance the writer is plagued by

doubts regarding the plot of the story. He tries really hard

and it appears he is chasing the shadows in search of a

ghost story. The appearance of the ghost is open to

interpretation. Is it there, or is it not there? There is doubt

regarding the existence of Helen, she is spooky and gives

rise to apprehensions. The existence of Helen is

questionable,  no one else will believe it, it is beyond the

realm of reality. Moreover, doubts are cast over John’s

character, his honesty is questioned, his relationship with

Helen is hidden, concealed and he alone knows it. The

appearance of Helen upsets John’s life. His wife and cook

threaten to quit and shadows of divorce looms large over

his relationship with his wife. The plot for a new story

remained ‘‘unclear’’ for a long time. It is only in the end,

that John can visualise an excellent plot in its perfection.

Moreover, the ghost and apparitions are always believed to

remain concealed, relegated to shady and dark areas. The

appearance of Helen from darkness and retreat to darkness

highlights the relevance of the title.

7. The narrator and his wife reveal something about their character in their words and actions. We also learn

about them from what other people say. Can you pick out the words that describe them from the box given

below? Also, pick out lines and instances from the story to illustrate your choice.

shy arrogant loyal clever over-confident manipulative

protective     self-disparaging suspicious sceptical         jealous       fearless

firm shrewd strong gullible sly creative

loves novelty and thrills
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Ans.

Person Extract from story  What it tells us

 about the character

John Hallock 1. ... in the end things had always come my  way  ..... over-confident

 somehow I’d always been able to dig one (plot)

 up for him, so I’d begun to get  a bit cocky as

 to my ability (to write stories).

2. ‘‘But my ghosts aren’t a bit like you ——’’. sceptical

3. ‘‘We scout around until we find a writer without ideas gullible

and with a mind soft enough to accept impression.’’

4. ‘‘I’ve got the bulliest plot for a ghost story creative

5. Why, that sensitive little woman couldn’t bear protective

to have mouse say boo at her and what would she

say to a ghost in her own living room

Lavinia 1. ‘‘I bought the loveliest things this afternoon. loves novelty

Hallock Everybody’s wild over them’’ and thrills

2. She had the alarming tendency to take every Spendthrift

new fad that came along and work it to death.

3. John, you are hiding somebody in here who it is ? suspicious

4. ‘‘It is bad enough to have you first over the Ouija jealous

board with that hussy’’

5. Buys the Ouija Board but says it is for John’s research manipulative

6. Does not flinch when she meets the ghost but strong

talks to her casually.

8. Gladolia, the narrator’s cook, is an African. The language she speaks is different from that of the others. This

is known as Dialect. A dialect consists of words or phrases that reflect the regional variety of a language. An

author often uses a regional dialect to make the dialogue more authentic. Initially a dialogue may seem a little

difficult to understand. However, as you continue reading, the language will become more comprehensible.

Working in groups, write what Gladolia’s words mean as shown.

Ans. Column A   Column B

l Misto Hallock l Mister Hallock

l de Missus l The Mrs (Mistress)

l shot’inks you’s lost! l She thinks you are lost

l she done ‘phone you dis mawnin’ l She did phone you this morning

l fo’de lawd’s sake l For the Lords’ sake

l not to stop to argify now l Not to stop to argue now

l I’s gwinet’ quit. l I am going to quit

l I don’t like no hoodoos. l I don’t like hoodoos

l I’se done ef’ displace l I’d have left this place

l I is l I am
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9. Now complete the following story by using the

appropriate phrases in the blanks given below:

Ans. I was alone in a place that bore a deserted look

like that of a graveyard. I increased the pace of my foot-

steps  as I walked  through the dark forest. I felt someone

walking behind me. I turned immediately and spotted the

contour of a figure in the form of a spirit. It smiled at me

wickedly. I started shaking with fear and perspiring pro-

fusely when I felt its skeletal hand upon my neck. I woke

up with a start, relieved that it was only nightmare.

This was not the first time I had  one. It had all

started when I watched the horrendous horror film with a

eerie ghost character that had a scary ghost of a smile on

its face. It had been almost a month. The strange thing was

that I saw a similar face at the station the next morning.

That was uncanny.

I was to attend a dinner at my friend’s at

Northanger Abbey that night. I had decided to narrate my

experience to the group that would assemble there al-

though I knew there was  no proof so that they would be

convinced.

After everyone had finished pouring their drinks to

themselves, I cleared my throat and started narrating my

spooky experience. However, every one of the group

started accusing me of being horrifying and held me

responsible for spoiling the spirit of revelry. I gave up the

ghost and sat quietly waiting for the party to be over. Back

at home, the fears returned. I knew I had to talk about my

experience to somebody to feel better. I have now decided

to write and publish my experience under pseudonym.

Only then can I breathe in peace.

11. Do you think a story has an atmosphere? Com-

plete the following blanks to make up your

ghost story by choosing the correct options.

A Ghost Story

She opened the  cemetery-gate (secret door/ spaceship’s

hatch/ door of the cottage/ cemetery gate/ door of the

castle/ cockpit) silently (brashly/ loudly/ silently/

stupidly/ fearfully/ joyously). Standing in front of her

was a terrifying (terrifying/ handsome/smelly/

anonymous/ tiny/ huge/ bossy) apparition (policeman/

spy) apparition/ which/ prince/ wizard) with a rod

(wand/ rose/ rod/ knife/ scythe/ coded message) in his/

her (its) her ghoulish (ghoulish/ bony/ beautiful/ fair/

manly/ gloved/ magical) hand.

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQsssss

Read the following extracts and choose the correct

option.

1. ‘‘Curious how that idea for a plot had come to me

out of nowhere after I had closed inspiration for

months!”

(i) The writer believed that he was

(a) a good story writer

(b) lacked imagination needed for ghost

stories

(c) was not a good ghost story-writer

(d) lacked the ability to write stories

(ii) The writer found it ‘curious’ that

(a) his stories were published

(b) no one read his stories

(c) the plot would suddenly appear out of

nowhere

(d) why he was not writing stories full time.

(iii) The writer kept choosing plots because

(a) he was not given any encouragement

(b) he was paid less so he lost the desire

(c) writing ghost stories was not instinctive

(d) he had no interest in such stories

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (c) (iii) (c)

2. ‘‘I just come to tell you to stop bothering us for

assistance, we’re going on strike.’’

(i) Identify ‘I’.

(a) The writer (b) Miss Hinkle

(c) His wife (d) The ghost, Helen

(ii) The speaker is fed up because

(a) people mocked them

(b) people called them at all times for help

(c) people maltreated them

(d) people screamed at seeing them

(iii) The speaker threatened to go on strike because

now they had decided

(a) to sit at one place and answer questions

(b) to haunt
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(c) to frighten more people

(d) to appear at all times

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (b) (iii) (a)

3. ‘‘You’re to exert your influence ...... then we’ll

start helping you to write.”

(i) Identify the speaker.

(a) Helen the ghost (b) the writer

(c) the wife (d) the cook

(ii) The listener was expected to persuade people

not to

(a) call the ghosts

(b) use the Ouija board

(c) trouble the ghosts

(d) chant magic spells

(iii) The promise made by the speakers is

(a) not to haunt

(b) not to frighten his wife

(c) not to appear in the writer’s house

(d) help him write the stories

Answers : (i) (a) (ii) (b) (iii) (d)

4. ‘‘Lavinia dear, do you know anyone with the name

of Helen?’’

(i) Who is Lavinia?

(a) writer’s friend (b) his wife

(c) cook (d) a neighbour

(ii) The above incident takes place at the writer’s

(a) wife’s kitty parties

(b) in his garden

(c) wife’s card parties

(d) wife’s Book Club meetings

(iii) The above reveals __________ of the speaker

(a) mockery (b) appreciation

(c) suspicion (d) dislike

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (d) (iii) (c)

5. ‘‘So I went home and sat down before my desk and

sucked at the end of my pencil and waited, but

nothing happened. Pretty soon my mind began to

wander off on other things.”

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

(i) The author was coming back

(a) from office

(b) from an official meet

(c) from a party

(d) after a meeting with Jenkins

(ii) What was the author waiting for to happen?

(a) for an encounter with God

(b) for the result of his magic mantra

(c) for the result of invocation to ghosts

(d) for an idea of a plot to write a ghost

story

(iii) Where did the author’s mind began to wander?

(a) to think about his new job

(b) to think about his last story

(c) about the new house he had bought

(d) on the material things like his wife’s

shopping and how he was going to cure

her alarming tendency to take every new

fad that came along.

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (d) (iii) (d)

6. ‘’But what have I got to do with this?’ She gave

me a pitying look and rose. “You’re to exert your

influence. Get all your friends and acqaintances to

stop using the Ouija board, and then we’ll start

helping you to write.” [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

(i) Who is ‘she’ in the above passage?

(a) Helen

(b) Lavinia

(c) Gladolia

(d) Mrs William Augustus

(ii) ‘You are to exert your influence for

(a) co-operating with her

(b) providing all help to her

(c) helping the ghosts to fight their problem

(d) stopping the use of Ouija board

(iii) Before disintegrating, the narrator was told

(a) not to forget the strike

(b) to help them

(c) to stop talking to a ghost

(d) to exert his influence to help them

Answers : (i) (a) (ii) (d) (iii) (d)
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SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQsssss

Read the following extracts and answer the questions.

1. ‘‘It was like watching one of these moving picture

cartoons being put together.’’

(a) Explain ‘It’.

Ans. The apparition taking shape is referred to as ‘It’.

(b) What is like watching a cartoon movie?

Ans. The figure of the ghost taking full shape.

(c) What effect does it have on the ‘narrator’?

Ans. The narrator is shocked and surprised.

2. ‘‘We’re been called out of beds a little too often in

recent years and now we’re through.’’

(a) Who have been called constantly?

Ans. The ghosts like Helen.

(b) What is unnatural about their being called?

Ans. People generally do not summon ghosts, so it is

unnatural.

(c) What is the person’s complaint?

Ans. The ghost is fed up of being troubled at all odd

hours.

3. ‘‘It’s .... so cheap! I got it at a bargain sale.’’

(a) What has been bought cheap?

Ans. The Ouija board.

(b) Do you think the narrator would be happy with

this news? Why/Why not?

Ans. He was shocked and got worried at the news.

(c) Who had asked the narrator to avoid its use?

Ans. The ghost Helen had threatened the narrrator not

to use the Ouija board.

4. ‘‘Someone has been trying to communicate with

John through ........... Ouija ......... someone with the name

of Helen.’’

(a) Who is Helen? What was her relation with

John?

Ans. Helen is the ghost and she had helped John with

good plots for his stories.

(b) What is Ouija Board? What is its purpose?

Ans. A Ouija Board is a talking board in which the

ghosts answer the questions asked by people.

(c) How can one communicate through the Ouija?

Ans. The people ask questions and the ghosts answer

them.

5. ‘‘John, there is not a bit of use trying to deceive

me. What is it you are trying to conceal from me?’’

(a) Why was John trying to deceive the speaker?

Ans. John did not wish to frighten his wife by letting

her see the ghost.

(b) Whom was he trying to conceal?

Ans. He was trying to hide Helen, the ghost.

(c) What was John afraid of?

Ans. John thought that his wife would faint at the sight

of the ghost.

6. ‘‘I sat staring at it and presently noticed something

just taking shape. It was exactly like watching one of these

moving picture cartoons being put together.”

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

(a) What was the narrator staring it?

Ans. The narrator was staring at the woman standing

before him.

(b) How was the figure talking shape?

Ans. The figure was taking shape gradually.

(c) Who was gradually taking a definite shape part

by part?

Ans. A ghost, called Helen, was gradually taking a

definite shape.

1. Why was the writer getting over confident

about his ability of writing ghost stories?

Ans : Mr Hallock, the writer had always managed to

write good ghost stories, though he was not a specialist in

these kind of stories. Such stories were greatly in public

demand. He was confident that somehow or the other, a

good plot always appeared from somewhere and he was

able to write a good story.

2. Watching the ghost taking shape was ‘Like

watching of the moving picture cartoons put

together.’ how?

Ans : Helen, the ghost, appeared in parts. First, a hand

took shape, then some other body part, so on and so forth.

The process in which the final apparition appeared in the

end, was a matter of surprise. The ghost always took shape

in bits and pieces like a cartoon in a moving picture.
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3. What surprising revelation is made by the

ghost? Why did the writer not believe her?

Ans : The writer was greatly surprised to discover that

all the good plots of ghost stories had been supplied to him

by the ghost Helen. The writer disbelieved her because he

had never really seen her before. But the ghost said that

she had sat on his shoulders and suggested the plots for his

stories.

4. Why is the ghost fed up of the Ouija Board

fanatics?

Ans : The ghosts are now fed up of being called again

and again for answers and queries. They were pulled out

of beds at odd times, so they were very tired. The Ouija

Board crazy fans would keep asking questions, so this

irritated the ghosts and proved to be tiresome and

troublesome.

5. What reasons are given by Lavinia for not

getting rid of the Ouija Board?

Ans : Lavinia felt that the Ouija board was procured at

bargain price. Moreover, she felt that it would help her

husband in writing ghost stories. It would also provide an

interesting activity for her book-club meetings.

6. Why was the narrator shocked to see the

activities of his wife’s Book Club?

Ans : The narrator was in for a great shock to see that

all the ladies of his wife’s book-club were sitting near a

Ouija Board. Helen, the ghost, had threatened the narrator

that he must exert all his force to dissuade people from

using the Ouija Board and keep calling ghosts now and

then for their problems. So to see so many ladies using the

board was a painful sight for him.

7. What controversy or furore was caused in the

parlour by the name of ‘Helen’?

Ans : The narrator was forced to be a partner in the

Ouija board game and to his horror he discovered that he

was called a ‘traitor’ by the ghost. When Miss Hinkle

wished to know the details, it was revealed on the Ouija

Board that the person, who had called the narrator, a trai-

tor, was someone with the name ‘Helen.’ This name cre-

ated controversy since the narrator’s wife did not know

anyone with that name.

8. Helen the ghost says, ‘‘I’m too tired to

materialise.’’ What does she imply by the above

statement?

Ans : Helen was too tired because she had to work

overtime the earlier night answering all the questions of

Lavinia’s friends. She took longer than before to appear in

her full shape because she couldn’t be expected to retain

all her faculties after answering all the Ouija Board fanat-

ics of Lavinia’s book-club, all the night.

9. Why did Helen pay a visit to the narrator

again?

Ans : Helen paid a visit to the narrator because she

had been sent to ensure that the narrator’s wife should get

rid of the Ouija Board. She had come to threaten the writer

and if he did not pay any heed then she would not help the

narrator and suggest new plots for his stories.

10. Lavinia entered the narrator’s room with a

solid finality. What was her purpose?

Ans : Lavinia had become suspicious of the narrator

that he was involved with some woman called ‘Helen’. So

she had come to tell her husband that she was leaving him

and moving out. She could not tolerate the infidelity of her

husband.

11. Why was the narrator unable to conceal Helen

behind his back before his wife?

Ans : Lavinia refused to stand on one side, she jumped

quickly to see who was standing behind her husband. She

was already suspicious and noticed that her husband was

trying to conceal someone behind his back. Even Helen

did not disappear so both the women confronted each

other for first time.

12. How did Lavinia react after facing Helen?

Ans : The writer had always thought that Lavinia was

weak-hearted and she might faint at the sight of the ghost.

But nothing like this happened. The interaction proved

positive and Lavinia stood boldly and confidently before

the ghost.

13. Why did the narrator have a strong urge to pen

down his new story?

Ans : The narrator had undergone a great experience.

It was scary, interesting, revealing and an excellent plot for

any ghost story. A ghost story based on this kind of story

was going to be a sure hit.

14. How did narrator react to the appearance of

the ghost? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans : One day the narrator was asked by his employer

to write a horrifying ghost story with supernatural ele-

ments because the public liked such stories. As he sat

down to pen down the story, he started muttering questions

to himself and surprisingly someone in the room answered

them. The writer was greatly surprised to see a figure tak-

ing shape gradually. It was a woman, tall and angular, with
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LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. John had become a nervous wreck. It had been

a hard journey back to  normalcy and marital

bliss. He writes a diary entry expressing these

feelings. Write this for him.

Ans : Dear Diary,

What a harrowing and emotional nightmare I have

gone through! On God! These days will always remain

permanently etched in my memory. Imagine a ghost helping

you with the stories and thus causing your marriage to

break. How I was saved at the last minute, is a marvel.

Those days, when Helen had threatened me and then Lavinia

refused to give up the Ouija board; I was accused of

infidelity, I could neither sleep nor walk out. I wish I had

confided in my wife before. Thank God! Everything is

now as normal as before. But this traumatic period of time,

I will never forget. All is well that ends well.

John Hallock.

2. John’s new ghost story is a hit and proves to be

a best seller. Jenkins throws a party in his

honour and John is asked to give a speech re-

garding the success of his work and the inspira-

tion behind it. Prepare the speech of him.

Ans : Dear friends,

I am deeply obliged for your best wishes and support

for my success. Believe me friends, I am not an expert

in ghost stories but somehow a good plot occurs out of

the blue and becomes the solid ground of my stories. I

know, you find my stories very fascinating and thrilling

as most ghost stories are. Well, stories can only work if

there is someone to inspire or guide you. Even I have

an angel sitting on my shoulders to steer the course of

my stories. I hope it continues this way.

Thanks.

3. Helen, the ghost had close encounters with hu-

man beings like John. She goes back to her

world and mulls over this experience she had

on earth. She writes a diary entry regarding the

behaviour of human beings and the fickleness

of their relationships. Write this diary entry for

her.

Ans : Dear Diary,

This was my first opportunity to have close

encounters with human beings for a long stretch of time.

Basically we stay out of bounds but now I was forced

to materialise in person and threaten John, as there was

no other option. I know John is basically a good guy,

vulnerable and kind but his wife is too dominating. He

is so scared of her and she started doubting her husband

at the mention of a mere word ‘Helen’. John was trying

to hide me, not to distress her but, look how she behaved.

These human beings have fickle relationships, despite all.

I think we are better off for we keep our relationships

intact

Helen

4. Do you believe ‘A Shady Plot’ qualifies as a

good ghost story?

Ans : Yes, this is a very good story with the most

interesting storyline and plot. The plot has been inspired

from a real life experience which makes it authentic. It has

suspense, it is scary with ghosts walking in and out, but the

best part is the humour. The story is not the stereotype one,

it is funny and hilarious. It is very interesting to know that

even ghosts get fed up of haunting and they are dragged

out of their beds at all hours. This story is full of surprises

and that is the best quality of a ghost story.

fishy eyes, wearing spectacles. The writer was dumbstruck

on seeing a ghost standing before his eyes.

15. Why did Lavinia decide to leave her husband

and what made her change her mind?

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans : The narrator had become suspicious of her

husband, and believed he was involved with some woman,

called Helen. Unable to tolerate the infidelity of her

husband, she decided to leave him. But when she

confronted Helen and came to know that she was only a

ghost, Lavinia felt miserable to have created such a ruckus

accusing her husband of infidelity. All this made Lavinia

change her mind.
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1. Discuss the qualities of a ghost with your friends.

l Write them down.

l Read aloud in the class.

2. Imagine that an alien has landed near your house from Mars. It was little

frightened in the beginning but you try your best to relax him. Conduct an

interview with this alien asking atleast 10 questions that would be of interest

to you. Imagine the answers and write down the complete

question-answer session.

3. Answer the following questions briefly.

(a) Do you believe in ghosts?

(b) Do you think all ‘newly dead’ people become ghosts?

(c) Are all ghosts scary?

(d) Have you actually seen a ghost?

(e) Do you think ghosts appear only at night?

(f) Does your family believe in ghosts?

4. Compose a poem on the activities of a “Friendly Ghost.”

5. Find some words or expressions that would express our reactions to the world of ghosts?

Clue – haunted

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
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PATOL BABU

äääää By Satyajit Ray

5

SUMMARY

This story depicts the dreams and aspirations of

smalltimers and the apathy of film people for whom mak-

ing films is a business. Patol Babu was a middle aged man

of about fifty years with a bald head. His neighbour

Nishikanta Ghosh informed him that his brother-in-law

Naresh Dutt, a film producer, was looking around for an

actor for a scene in a film, with looks like that of Patol

Babu. Patol Babu was so excited to hear this news that in

his excitement, he made the wrong purchases in the veg-

etable market. Patol Babu remembered fondly that he al-

ways had a great passion for the stage and in his youth he

had acted in many ‘Jatras’. Indeed there was a time when

people bought tickets especially to see him.

It was in the year 1934, when he lived in

Kanchrapara and worked as a clerk with Hudson and

Kimberley. He had thought of floating his own theatrical

club but he lost his job. Ever since Patol Babu had to

struggle a lot to make a living. He worked in a Bengali

film, worked as an insurance salesman but nothing lasted.

He paid regular visits to various offices for jobs but noth-

ing worked. He still remembered some of the dialogues of

the plays he had acted in.

A new offer to work in films sparked his interest.

Naresh Dutt duly arrived and told Patol Babu to report at

Faraday House, next morning. On enquiry, Naresh Dutt

told Patol Babu that it was a speaking role and he had to

play an absent-minded pedestrian. Patol Babu was

extremely happy and confided to his wife that he was

aware that it wasn’t a big role, but one rose from small

roles only and this might prove to be the beginning of a

great career. His wife expressed her reservation but Patol

Babu was in no mood to listen.

Next morning, Patol Babu reported on time at

Faraday Building. He saw a big crowd with instruments

and cameras being shifted here and there. He was

instructed by Naresh Dutt to wait for his turn. Patol Babu

was quite nervous since he had no idea about his dialogues

and he didn’t want to make a spectacle of him self in front

of the lead actors. In the meantime, the shooting of the

movie started and one scene was shot. Patol Babu couldn’t

wait any longer. He went to Naresh Dutt and asked for his

dialogues. On glancing at the paper, Patol Babu was really

depressed, since he was required to speak just one word

‘Oh!’ Patol Babu was supposed to act like an absent-

minded pedestrian and collide with the lead actor,

Chanchal Kumar, utter ‘Oh’ and resume walking. He was

instructed to go and wait on one side. Patol Babu felt

humiliated and let down. He felt the entire Sunday was

lost in false anticipation of a good role. A faint memory

stirred his mind. He remembered his mentor, Gagon

Pakrashi’s advice that as an artist one must make the most

of one’s opportunity, whatever it might be. This thought

drove away his depression and he started rehearsing all

kinds of exclamations ‘Oh’s’ that could be given at

different occasions.

Finally Patol Babu was called after an hour. Patol

Babu suggested to the director that the scene would look

more realistic, if the collision took place, while he had his

eyes on the newspaper. A newspaper was immediately

arranged. The director suggested that a moustache on Patol

Babu would really look more interesting. A moustache was

stuck on his face. During the shot, Patol Babu packed in

his best effort mixing 25 parts of anguish and 25 parts of

surprise, in a single ‘‘Oh!’’ Everyone around praised Patol

Babu’s acting skills and he went back satisfied near the

paan shop. Patol Babu was tremendously pleased and felt

that his acting skills were not blurred even after so many

years. But now he felt dejected because there was no one

who had appreciated his dedication. For the film-people it

was a moment’s work and next minute they had promptly

forgotten about that. He knew he would be paid, it would

be a very small amount and he did need money very badly.

But could twenty rupees measure against the intense

satisfaction of doing a job perfectly. Ten minutes later

Naresh Dutt was surprised to find Patol Babu missing,

without collecting his remuneration. Next minute, all that

was forgotten and the camera started rolling for another

shot.

lkjka'k

;g dgkuh NksVs&NksVs dykdkjksa dh vkdka{kkvksa vkSj liukas dh
gS_ vkSj mudh gS tks pyfp=k cukrs gSa] vkSj bu yksxksa dh vksj ls
mnklhu jgrs gSaA iVksy ckcw ,d ipkl o"khZ; çkS<+ O;fDr FksA muosQ
flj ij ,d Hkh cky ugha FkkA muosQ iM+kslh] fuf'kdkUr ?kks"k us mUgsa
crk;k fd muosQ cguksbZ ujs'k nÙk ,d fIk”QYe fuekZrk gSa vkSj mUgsa
iVksy ckcw ls feyrs&tqyrs vfHkusrk dh vko';drk gSA iVksy ckcw
;g lqudj brus mÙksftr gks x;s fd mUgksaus lC”kh eaMh esa lc xyr
[kjhnkjh dj yhA iVksy ckcw dks ;kn vk x;k fd mUgsa viuh tokuh
esa LVst (jaxeap) ij vfHku; djus dk csgn 'kkSd Fkk vkSj mUgksaus
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cgqr lh tk=kkvksa esa Hkkx fy;k FkkA ,d le; Fkk tc yksx mudk
vfHku; ns[kus osQ fy, fVdV [kjhnrs FksA

lu~ 1934 esa og oaQpkikM+k esa jgrs Fks] gMlu vkSj fdEcjyh
uked oaQiuh esa DyoZQ dk dke djrs FksA rc mUgksaus viuh ukVd
oaQiuh [kksyus dh lksph Fkh] ijUrq rc mudh ukSdjh NwV xbZA mlosQ
ckn ls mUgsa thfodk dekus osQ fy, cgqr la?k"kZ djuk iM+kA mUgksaus
,d caxyk fIk”QYe esa dke fd;k] chek dEiuh esa chek cspus okys dk
dke fd;k] ij oqQN Hkh T;knk fnu ugha pykA og vusd nÝ”rjksa esa
tkrs jgs ij dgha Hkh liQyrk ugha feyhA mudks vHkh Hkh vius dbZ
ik=kksa osQ laokn ;kn gSaA

mudh mRlqdrk u;s dke osQ fy, tkx`r gqbZ vkSj ujs'k nÙk us
mUgsa nwljs fnu lqcg iSQjkMs gkml esa mifLFkr gksus dks dgkA iwNus ij
ujs'k nÙk us iVksy ckcw dks crk;k fd mUgsa ,d HkqyDdM+ vkneh dh
Hkwfedk djuh gS] ftlesa mUgsa laokn Hkh cksyuk gksxkA iVksy ckcw cgqr
[kq'k gq,A mUgksaus viuh iRuh ls dgk fd mUgsa irk gS og Hkwfedk
NksVh gS] ijUrq NksVh&NksVh Hkwfedkvksa osQ ckn gh ,d cM+k dke
feyrk gSA iVksy ckcw dh iRuh dks mudh ckrksa ij fo'okl ugha gqvk
ij iVksy ckcw oqQN Hkh lquus dks rS;kj ugha FksA

nwljs fnu] çkr%dky] iVksy ckcw Bhd le; ij iSQjkMs gkml
igq¡p x;sA ogk¡ yksxksa dk lewg oSQejs vkSj nwljs ;U=kksa dks b/j ls mèkj
ys tk jgk FkkA ujs'k nÙk us mUgsa viuh ckjh dh çrh{kk djus dks
dgkA iVksy ckcw dkIk”Qh ̄ pfrr Fks D;ksafd mUgsa ;g ugha ekywe Fkk fd
mUgsa D;k cksyuk gSA og cM+s vfHkusrkvksa osQ lkeus viuk e”kkd ugha
cuokuk pkgrs FksA

brus esa 'kq̄ Vx 'k: gks xbZ vkSj ,d lhu dks rS;kj Hkh dj fy;k
x;kA vc iVksy ckcw ls u jgk x;kA og ujs'k nÙk osQ ikl x;s vkSj
viuk laokn ek¡xkA og cgqr gh fujk'k gq, tc mUgksaus ns[kk fd laokn
osQoy ,d 'kCn ^^vksg** FkkA iVksy ckcw dks HkqyDdM+ vkneh dh
rjg ukVd djuk Fkk tks lM+d ij pyrs gq, ,d e'kgwj vfHkusrk]
papy oqQekj ls Vdjkrk gS vkSj ̂ ^vksg** dgdj pyk tkrk gSA iVksy
ckcw dks ,d vksj tkdj bar”kkj djus dks dgk x;kA

iVksy ckcw dks /Ddk yxk vkSj og viekfur Hkh gq,A mUgsa
yxk fd iwjk jfookj ,d vPNs ik=k osQ /ks[ks esa O;FkZ gks x;kA ij rc
mUgsa vius xq#] xksxsu idjk'kh dk ijke'kZ Lej.k gks vk;kA ,d
dykdkj dks gkFk esa vk, fdlh Hkh lqvolj dks NksVk ugha le>uk

pkfg,] pkgs og oqQN Hkh gksA bl fopkj us mudh f[kUurk dks nwj dj
fn;k vkSj og vusd çdkj ls ̂ vksg* cksyus dk vH;kl djus esa tqV
x,A

vkf[kjdkj] ,d ?kUVs ckn iVksy ckcw dks cqykok vk;kA iVksy
ckcw us funsZ'kd dks lykg nh fd vxj VDdj ml le; gks tc
mudh lekpkj i=k ij utjsa fVdh gksa] rks lhu cgqr okLrfod yxsxkA
,d lekpkj i=k mlh le; yk;k x;kA funsZ'kd dks yxk fd iVksy
ckcw osQ eq¡g ij ew¡N vPNh yxsxh vkSj ,d ew¡N muosQ eq[k ij
fpidk nh xbZA 'kkV osQ nkSjku iVksy ckcw us vius lokZsP; vfHku; dh
{kerk dk çn'kZu] 25» osnuk vkSj 25» vk'p;Z dk feJ.k djosQ]
,d ^^vksg** esa dj fn;kA lc yksxksa us iVksy ckcw dh vfHku; dh
fuiq.krk dh ljkguk dh vkSj og larq"V gksdj iku dh nqdku osQ ikl
pys x;sA og vfr çlUu Fks fd brus o"kks± i'pkr~ Hkh mudh vfHku;
dh ;ksX;rk /q¡/yh ugha gqbZA ij vc mUgsa fujk'kk dk vkHkkl gksus yxk
D;ksafd fdlh us Hkh muosQ vfHku; osQ çfr leiZ.k dks ugha igpkukA
fIk”QYeh yksxksa osQ fy, ;g osQoy ,d feuV dk dke Fkk vkSj nwljs
feuV og mls Hkwy Hkh x;s FksA mUgsa ekywe Fkk fd bl dke osQ fy,
mUgsa iSls feysaxs tks fd cgqr FkksM+s ls gksaxs] vkSj mUgsa iSlksa dh cgqr
vko';drk gSA ij D;k chl #i;ksa dh muosQ vlhe larks"k ls rqyuk
dh tk ldrh gS\ nl feuV ckn] ujs'k nÙk gSjku jg x;s fd iVksy
ckcw vius iSls fy, fcuk gh pys x;sA nwljs gh feuV] lc mudks Hkwy
x;s] vkSj oSQejk nwljs lhu dh rS;kjh esa yx x;kA

WORD–MEANINGS

l genial : sociable, kind l pedestrian : traveller on foot

l crucial : important l suspended : hanging l oblong :

rectangular with unequal sides l  tremor : quiver

l perspiration : sweat l hubbub : noise l resumed :

begin again  l scribble : to write quickly  l gigantic :

great l hoax : fraud l meek : timid l embezzlement :

cheating of money l  mellow : to soften by age

l edification : improve morally l obeisance : gesture

expressing respect l inflection : modulation of voice

l monosyllabic : word of one syllable l collision : to

collide with someone l  apathy : indifference

l anticipation : expecting something before due time

l commended : praised l  excruciating : acutely

painful

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS (SOLVED)

3. Answer the following questions briefly.

(a) What was the news that Nishikanto Ghosh

gave Patol Babu ?

Ans. Nishikanto Ghosh informed Patol Babu that

his brother-in-law Naresh Dutt was in film business and he

was looking for someone like Patol Babu, to play a role in

his film.
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(b) How did Patol Babu react ? Why ?

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans. Patol Babu had always nurtured a passion for

acting and theatre. So he was extremely thrilled at the

prospect of playing a role in a film, after 52 years of deep

longing.

(c) Why had Patol Babu lost his first job in

Calcutta ?

Ans. Patol Babu was doing well in his job and he

was also in the good books of his boss. But due to sudden

retrenchment in his office because of war, he lost his nine-

year-old job.

(d) How does Patol Babu reconcile to the dia-

logue given to him ? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans. Initially Patol Babu was very dejected to know

that he was required to speak just one word ‘Oh!’, but later

he accepted it because the director told him that he was the

only one who had the speaking part that day. Even the lead

actor had no dialogues to speak that day.

(e) Who was Prakashi ? How do his words help

Patol Babu in enacting his role ?

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Or

What was the advice of Patol Babu’s mentor,

Gagon Pakrashi?

Ans. Mr. Prakashi had been Patol Babu’s mentor.

He had advised him that each word spoken in a play is like

a fruit in a tree, so full justice must be done to each part.

So Patol Babu not only got over his disappointment but

also practised speaking ‘‘Oh!’’ in many different ways.

(f) How do we know that Patol Babu was a me-

ticulous man ?

Ans. Patol Babu, practiced each step of his tiny role

thoroughly. He enunciated ‘‘Oh!’’ in various ways, he

practiced how his features would be twisted in pain after

collision and how he would fling his arms, how would he

crouch his body to express pain and surprise. He requested

the director for a rehearsal also, which was declined.

(g) Why did Mr Mullick turn down Patol Babu’s

request for a rehearsal ?

Ans. Mr Mullick was a very busy and preoccupied

director. He had no patience to grant rehearsal for an

insignificant  role. Moreover, the scene had to be shot in

sunlight and as the clouds were seen approaching, he had

to take the shot quickly. So he declined Patol Babu’s

request for a rehearsal.

(h) What were the special touches that Patol Babu

gave to his role to make it more authentic ?

Ans. Patol Babu suggested that he should be

reading a newspaper when he collided with the lead actor.

Later the director added a butterfly kind of moustache to

make his character look more authentic.

4. Discuss the following questions in detail and

write the answes in you notebooks :

(a) ‘‘I hope the part calls for some dialogue.’’

Who says this? Why does he/she ask this

question?

Ans. The above query is made by Patol Babu to

Naresh Dutt, the director of the movie. Patol Babu only

wished to act out a speaking part and so out of curiosity

he asks this question.

(b) ‘Were these people pulling his legs? Was the

whole thing a gigantic hoax? A meek, harm-

less man like him and they had to drag him

into the middle of the city to make a laughing

stock out of him. How could anyone be so

cruel?” Why does Patol Babu have these

thoughts?

Ans. Patol Babu had gone to the Faraday House

with lot of aspirations and desires. After 52 years of

waiting, a role had come his way and he had already

confirmed from Naresh Dutt, the director that he had a

speaking role. He had not come all the way to be a part of

the crowd scene. When he told that he just has to speak

one syllable ‘Oh!’, his hopes are shattered and he feels

humiliated and insulted. He was modest, ordinary, but why

did the film people chose to make a fool of him. He is

disappointed and frustrated and wishes to go back

home.

(c) Patol Babu is an amateur actor for whom

walk-on part in a movie turns into an ultimate

challenge. Discuss.

Ans. Patol Babu was blessed with an artistic

temperament and meticulous nature. In his walk-on role,

he was just required to speak ‘Oh!’. After initial

diappointment, Patol Babu remembered the words of his

mentor, ‘‘However small a part you’re offered, never

consider it beneath your dignity to accept it .... make the

most of your opportunity.’’ He geared up for a superlative

performance. He uttered ‘‘Oh!’’ with different inflections,

tried to say it differently in different situations. He

believed that a true actor could make a mark with one

single syllable and set out to achieve this aim. Patol Babu

went near a side-street and practised all the steps – how he

would react physically, how his features would twist in

pain, how he would fling his arms and how he would

crouch his body and resume his walk.
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When the time for the shoot arrived, Patol Babu

suggested a rehearsal. This suggestion was declined but he

was allowed to walk with a newspaper, during the collision

with the lead actor. He was extremely pleased to support

a big moustache which made his character more

interesting. He gave an excellent performance, which

earned him compliments like ‘‘Jolly good! why you’re

quite an actor” from an indifferent director. Even the lead

actor, Chanchal Kumar commented “My God! you timed it

so well that I nearly passed out.’’

So Patol Babu’s unfulfilled aspirations were

ignited when he was already 52 years old. Who knows

maybe a fire would follow. Truly, a true artist believed in

perfection and not in remuneration.

(d) Do you agree with the statement that Patol

Babu is a practical man who comes to terms

with whatever life has to offer ?

Ans. Patol Babu had an artist’s mind and heart. He

was very emotional and the moment he realised that he

was supposed to utter just one syllable ‘Oh!’, he wanted to

quit. He felt he had been taken for a ride and didn’t wish

to look like a fool. But then the advise of his mentor makes

him stay and do the job perfectly. Patol Babu does

complete the assignment but he cannot be called practical.

He labours and sweats too much for fraction of a scene

and then walks away without taking the money. He felt his

perfection and dedication couldn’t be measured by twenty

or fifteen rupees.

(e) Why does Patol Babu walk away before he can

be paid for his role ? What does this reveal

about his character ?

Ans. Patol Babu is very pleased with his

performance and felt that he had made his mentor,

Prakashi, proud. But he felt that the film people could

never appreciate how hard he had laboured for that one

shot. The film people were mechanical and even if they

paid him fifteen or twenty rupees, could that money ever

compensate for the great effort he had put in. That was not

the befitting remuneration for such a perfect and dedicated

work.

(f) Do you think making a movie is an easy job?

Discuss with reference to the story ?

Ans. Movie-making is extremely tiring, painful and

a long process. Locations have to be fixed and hired,

proper characters who fit the roles have to be scouted,

called. Moreover there is heavy equipment that is needed

and has to be carted along. During shooting minute details

like a moustache for Patol Babu, has to be looked into. The

crowds become uncontrollable during shootings and that

also has to be seen. The director and other spot boys like

Baren Mallik have to sweat it out in the open. Morever, the

director is always on tenterhooks to finish the shooting.

When Patol Babu wanted a rehearsal, the director declined

it because that particular shot had to be caned in broad

daylight.

5. Use the words given below to tell about Patol

Babu’s character.

  passionate actor diligent   unassuming

  talented      genial  mercenary

    short-tempered    introvert     meticulous

  modest humble  arrogant

(a) That an offer to act in a film - - - - - - - - -

beyond wild dreams   – unassuming, modest

(b) Indeed - - - - - - - - - - him.

– talented / passionate actor.

(c) I was with Hudson - - - - - - - - - - single day.

– diligent / meticulous

(d) It didn’t matter - - - - - - - - - - so many people.

– modest / humble

(e) Patol Babu - - - - - - - - - - glass window.

– meticulous / diligent

(f) It is true - - - - - - - - - - dedication ?

– passionate actor / humble

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQsssss

1. Read the following extracts and choose the

correct option.

1. At one time Patol Babu had a real passion for

the stage, in fact, it verged on obsession.

(i) Patol Babu during his earlier years had been

(a) a singer (c) in street plays

(b) a theatre artist (d) in movies

(ii) He was obsessed because :
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(a) he always talked about it

(b) he kept trying to get more and more

roles

(c) he worked without money

(d) he kept repeating many dialogues

(iii) Patol Babu was by nature :

(a) an artist (c) a perfectionist

(b) a lyric writer (d) temperamental

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (d) (iii) (c)

2. ‘‘Fine, I wouldn’t have come to you for just a

walk-on part’’.

(i) The speaker is

(a) Patol Babu (c) Naresh Dutt

(b) Patol’s wife (d) Baren Mullick

(ii) The speaker proves to be ______ what he

says.

(a) a cheater (c) untrue

(b) a crook (d) exaggerating

(iii) The result of this on Patol Babu was:

(a) encouraging (c) lukewarm

(b) very demoralising (d) bad

Answers : (i) (c) (ii) (d) (iii) (a)

3. The heat was stifling. The Jacket weighed a ton.

Patol Babu couldn’t keep standing in one spot

any more, his legs felt heavy.

(i) Patol Babu’s condition became bad because :

(a) it was very hot

(b) he had no place to stand

(c) there was so much crowd

(d) he felt depressed

(ii) The reason for the Patol Babu’s condition

was :

(a) he was made to wait for a long time

(b) he was treated badly

(c) he had to speak just one word

(d) he wasn’t paid

(iii) Patol Babu had not expected this to happen

because of :

(a) his expectations

(b) Naresh Dutt’s assurances

(c) his wife’s jibes

(d) the director’s orders

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (c) (iii) (b)

4. Patol Babu felt that he could write a whole thesis

on that one monosyllabic exclamation.

(i) Patol Babu rehearsed

(a) his actions

(b) the hero’s dialogues

(c) the exclamation ‘Oh!’.

(d) his songs

(ii) By writing a thesis, it is meant that :

(a) Patol Babu was a scholar

(c) he could guide others

(b) he was going to the library

(d) he became an expert

(iii) Patol Babu did this because he believed :

(a) one must practice hard for whatever one

does

(c) one must ask for money

(b) one must discuss with others

(d) one must never make any committment

Answers : (i) (c) (ii) (d) (iii) (a)

5. What was twenty rupees when measured

against the intense satisfaction of a small job

done with perfection and dedication.

(i) Twenty rupees was the amount meant for :

(a) refreshments

(b) payment for his role

(c) transportation

(d) hiring him

(ii) The above sentence reveals that Patol Babu

was

(a) an accountant

(b) very emotional and passionate  about

his work

(c) money-minded

(d) not foresighted

(iii) Patol Babu didn’t collect the money because

he felt :

(a) he felt the money was too less

(b) no money could compensate for his

committment

(c) no one was giving him any attention

(d) they should deliver the money home.

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (b) (iii) (b)

6. Counting your chickens again before they are

hatched, are you? No wonder you could never

make a go of it. [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

(i) Who is the speaker?

(a) Patol Babu

(b) Patol Babu’s wife

(c) Naresh Dutt

(d) Chanchal Kumar

(ii) What topic was being discussed?
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(a) a role in the shoot

(b) money

(c) writing books

(d) none of the above

(iii) “make a go of it” means

(a) to act hard

(b) to fail

(c) become successful

(d) to cheat

Answers : (i) (b) (ii) (a) (iii) (c)

7. Ten minutes later Naresh Dutt went looking for

Patol Babu near the pan shop and found that he

was not there. “That’s odd- the man hadn’t been

paid yet. What a strange fellow!”

(i) Where had Patol Babu gone?

(a) to his guru Mr. Pakrashi’s place

(b) to Karali Babu’s house for Kali puja

(c) back to his home.

(d) for the shooting of his TV serial

(ii) Why was Naresh Dutt looking for Patol

Babu?

(a) He wanted him to know that everybody

liked his performance.

(b) He wanted to give him his payment.

(c) He wanted him to meet the director of

the movie.

(d) He wanted him to reshoot.

(iii) What does the incident tell us about Patol

Babu ?

(a) that he was an eccentric man

(b) that he was a busy man

(c) that satisfcation mattered more to him

than money

(d) that he was a good actor

Answers : (i) (c) (ii) (b) (iii) (c)

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – NON-MCQsssss

Read the following extracts and answer the questions

that follow :

1. ‘‘I hope the part calls for some dialogue ?’’ ‘‘Certainly.

It’s a speaking part. You have acted before, haven’t you?’’

(a) Identify the two people exchanging the above

dialogue.

Ans : This dialogue is between Naresh Dutt and Patol

Babu.

(b) What reservations are expressed by the first

person? Why?

Ans : Patol Babu wishes to confirm if he has a speaking

part.

(c) Do you believe the information given by the

second speaker is truthful? Why/Why not?

Ans : No, Patol Babu did not have any dialogue to speak.

He just has to utter one monosyllable ‘Oh!’

2. Patol Babu hadn’t expected such news at the start of

the day. That an offer to act in film would come to a 52 years

old nonentity like him was beyond his wildest dreams.

(a) Why didn’t Patol Babu expect such news?

Ans : He hadn’t got any acting offers for the last 52

years for a film.

(b) Why did he consider himself a nonentity after

acting in theatre?

Ans : He was extremely modest and there was a large

gap of years between his threatre days and this offer.

(c) What was his reaction?

Ans : He was thrilled and very pleasantly surprised.

3. ‘‘Counting your chickens again before they’re

hatched, are you ? No wonder you could never make a go of

it.’’

(a) Describe the context of the above statement.

Ans : Patol’s wife believes that Patol Babu was too happy

prematurely.

(b) Why does the speaker use the expression, “never

make a go of it’’?

Ans : His wife believes that Patol Babu could not be

successful after so many years.

(c) Do you think that the prediction made above

proved to be true ? Why/ Why not?

Ans : No, Patol Babu did perfectly the part he was given

to play, even if it was a tiny role.

4. ‘‘Is that so ? Well, I suggest you go and wait in the

shade there. We have a few things to attend to before we get

going ?’’
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(a) Who is the speaker and the listener?

Ans : The speaker is Naresh Dutt and the listener is Patol

Babu.

(b) What is the context of the above statement?

Ans : This is said when Patol Babu reports for shooting

at the set.

(c) What does the above statement reflect about

the speaker’s attitude?

Ans : The speaker is not much bothered about Patol

Babu’s arrival.

5. ‘‘As an artist your aim should be to make the most of

your opportunity and squeeze the last drop of meaning out

of your lines.’’

(a) Who was supposed to have said these lines and

to whom?

Ans : These lines were spoken by Gagon Pakrashi to Patol

Babu.

(b) Discuss the relevance of the above statement in

the given context?

Ans : Patol Babu is trying to derive inspiration from his

mentor’s advice.

(c) Do you think, the listener followed these

instructions? How? To what extent?

Ans : Yes, Patol Babu perfected the little role he was

given after remembering his mentor’s words.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Who was Nishikanto Babu and what proposal

did he bring for Patol Babu?

Ans : Nishikanto Babu was Patol Babu’s neighbour and

he brought a film offer for Patol Babu. Nishikanto’s rela-

tive, Naresh Dutt was looking for someone like Patol Babu

for his film and Nishikanto had suggested Patol’s name.

2. This kind of offer was ‘‘beyond his wildest

dreams’’. Why?

Ans : Patol Babu was already 52 years old and virtually

unknown, in the field of acting. So he was pleasantly sur-

prised that a nonentity like him had received a film offer.

Moreover, he was very modest in his bearing and for quite

sometime had nurtured such kind of dreams.

3. What kind of fame had Patol Babu achieved in

‘Jatras’?

Ans : At some time in his life, Patol Babu had a real

passion for the stage. He had been simply obssessed. In the

‘Jatras’ he was very well-known and always in demand.

His name appeared in handbills many times and people

bought tickets specially to see him perform.

4. What desperate efforts were made by Patol

Babu to earn a decent living?

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans : Initially Patol Babu had a job in a railway factory.

In 1934, he was offered higher salary as a clerk in a fa-

mous company. Later he shifted to Calcutta and soon lost

his job due to war. He tried his hard at a variety store

which only lasted for 5 years. He worked in a Bengali

firm, then as an insurance agent but nothing lasted.

5. What details of the role were furnished by

Naresh Dutt, the film’s director, to Patol Babu?

Ans : Patol Babu was supposed to enact the role of a

pedestrian who is absent-minded and short-tempered.

There were some dialogues also according to Naresh Dutt

and it was supposed to be a proper speaking part.

6. Describe the scene outside the Faraday House

briefly.

Ans : A big crowd had already gathered outside the

building. A bus was carrying the equipment, There were

cameras, stands, crowds of people everywhere. Most of the

people were busy carrying the equipment, carting it here

and there.

7. Why was Patol Babu particular about getting

his dialogues in advance?

Ans : Patol Babu was a perfectionist. He wished to

practice his dialogues beforehand so that he did not make

a spectacle of himself in front of the lead actors. He was

too enthusiastic and didn’t wish to make any mistake in his

performance.

8. ‘‘Patol Babu glanced at the paper... and found

a sudden throbbing in his head. The heat was

unbearable.” Why did this happen?

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Or

What were Patol Babu’s ‘dialogues’ and what

was his reaction on seeing them?

Ans : Patol Babu found that he had to speak just one

word, that too a monosyllable ‘Oh!’ He had been promised

a proper speaking part and after a long wait and great

expectation, he felt too depressed to see his small role. He

felt cheated and quite demoralised.

9. What kind of practice did Patol Babu do?

Ans : Patol Babu practised speaking ‘Oh!’ a thousand

times. He tried to give it a different inflection, add all
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kinds of emotions and styles to this word. He practiced his

body language, how he would act during collision with the

hero, how he would fling his arms, how his body would

crouch in pain and surprise.

10. What justification is rendered by Sasanko re-

garding Patol Babu’s speaking role?

Ans : Sasanko was a very clever and tactful person. He

told Patol Babu that he had a regular speaking part and he

was indeed very lucky to get such a part in Baren

Mullick’s film. Most of the people had only crowd scenes

and even the lead actor had no lines to speak that day.

11. Why did Patol Babu disappear before collect-

ing his payment? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans : Patol Babu was happy at his performance because

he felt that he had done his best. But he was crestfallen at

the indifferent behaviour of the film people. So he felt that

no money could compensate for his great efforts and the

hard work he had put in. He had been simply exhausted

after the long wait and hard work he had put in. Now the

reward of twenty rupees looked too meagre and insuffi-

cient.

12. Which message is the author trying to convey

through the lesson ‘Patol Babu’?

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans : Through the lesson, Patol Babu, the writer depicts

the dreams and aspiations of the small timers and the apa-

thy of film makers for whom making films is a business.

Patol Babu, a talented and emotional artist, who is artist at

heart and full of dramatic skills, was asked to perform a

role after 52 years. Quite excited, he rehearsed the single

word (oh) he was asked to speak. Everybody praised his

performance but he did not wait there to collect his remu-

neration. Naresh Dutt asked for him but next minute all

that was forgotton and the camera started rolling for an-

other shot

1. Patol Babu reached home and was overcome

with mixed feelings of happiness for a good

performance but disappointment for being

sidelined with such a speaking role. He writes a

diary entry in this state of mind. Write the

diary for him.

Ans : Dear Diary,

It was a day of mixed emotions, happiness and

disappointment packed together. I had gone to Faraday

House with great expectations and imagine I was asked

to utter just ‘oh’! How I died an instant death? All my

hopes and aspirations were dashed to pieces. But still I

kept my cool. I remembered the advice of my mentor and

perfected every bit of my role. Almost everyone, even the

hero Chanchal Kumar praised my good work. But the

mechanical, inhuman nature of the film-folk hurt me when

the time came to collect my twenty rupees, I could not

remain there. No money could measure my hard-work and

dedication. I know even twenty rupees are needed at home

but I felt they were not a worthy remuneration. I hope

I am right! God alone knows!

Patol Babu

2. Naresh Dutt, the director, was surprised to find

Patol Babu missing. He had seen Patol Babu’s

meticulous nature and eye for minute details.

No one ever went away without taking the

money. Despite his busy schedule, Naresh Dutt

couldn’t forget Patol Babu. He found out the

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

details of Patol Babu’s hard work from other

people around. He writes a letter to his friend

regarding the hardwork some insignificant

people put in and yet their contribution goes

unacknowledged. Write the letter for him.

Ans : Service Lane,

ABC City

5 Sept. 2010

Dear Mohan,

In our busy lives we seldom notice exceptional

people who look quite ordinary. I wish to recount such

an incident to you when I had hired a man, who was 52

years old named Patol Babu for a minuscule role. He just

had to utter one word ‘oh’! I was told later by my staff

and other people that Patol Babu, after the initial

disappointment, had practiced that word in all different

kind of ways. He gave a superb performance but we were

too busy in other technicalities and looking after lead actors

to notice it. I was amazed to discover that he did not want

to collect his money. Maybe we have erred in some way.

I am sure we did not value his capability. Nevertheless

I will go to his home personally and try to make amends

and talk to him. That will really ease my guilt.

Will share the rest with you later.

Your friend,

Naresh Dutt
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1. Write a diary entry of an unsuccessful singer, who couldn’t make it to the top.

2. Meenu practised a lot for days altogether for entry into a T.V. dance show. But she

was eliminated in the very first round. Suppose you are Meenu, what course of

action would you take? Write a short paragraph relating to your future course of

action.

3. Identify a film/TV actor/actress, who could not make to the top due to some unfortunate incident or

unfavourable circumstances. Write his/her brief character-sketch.

3. Give a character sketch of Patol Babu giving

evidence from the text.

Ans : Patol Babu was a modest, talented and timid man.

He was an artist at heart — emotional, talented but too

prone to being hurt. He was full of dramatic skills and

could deliver powerful dialogues. He had been a great hit,

doing theatre for ‘jatras’ and people specially flocked to

see him. He was a perfectionist and packed in a very pow-

erful performance for his minuscule role. His ‘Oh!’ had

modulation of voice, body language and great dramatic

skills. He was most emotional and felt really hurt to see

the neglect in the eyes of the director. Patol babu is an

ideal artist who is not wordly wise and a dreamer who is

not practical.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
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VIRTUALLY TRUE

äääää By Paul Stewart

6

BEFORE YOU READ

What is Virtual Reality?

‘Virtual reality’ is a term that applies to computer simulated environments that can simulate physical presence

in places in the real world as well as in imaginary worlds. Users can interact with a virtual environment either through

the use of standard devices like keyboard and mouse or through wired gloves, as is seen in this story. Virtual reality

can be for two purposes :

u The simulation of a real environment for training and education.

u The development of an imagined environment for a game or interactive activity.

In this lesson, two boys remote from each other, interact in strange manner, without actually meeting and manage

to create miracles.

dgkuh i<+us ls igys

^^yxHkx lp gh** D;k gS\
;g inca/] dEI;wVj ls fdlh O;fDrµoLrq dh 'kDy ;k vkdkj ysus osQ fy, ç;ksx fd;k tkrk gSA ;g okLrfod vkSj dkYifud

nksuksa txr esa ç;ksx fd;k tk ldrk gSA bl lsok osQ miHkksDrk] ,d nwljs ls esy&tksy] ,d yxHkx lR; ls lEioZQ] dh cksMZ vkSj ekml
}kjk vFkok rkj osQ nLrkuksa ls dj ldrs gSaA ^yxHkx lR; gh* 'kCn osQ ç;ksx djus osQ nks dkj.k gSaA

� çf'k{k.k vkSj f'k{kk osQ fy, ,d okLrfod okrkoj.k cukus osQ fy,A

� ,d dkYifud okrkoj.k dk :i /kj.k djuk] fdlh [ksy vFkok vkilh lEioZQ osQ fodkl osQ fy,A

SUMMARY

The narrator is a young boy, who is travelling by

train. His attention is attracted by a big woman, sitting

opposite, reading a newspaper. The headline and the cover-

story was regarding a 14-year-old school boy named

Sebastian Shultz, who awoke from a coma that the doctors

feared would last forever. The story further elaborated that

Sebastian had been injured in a motorway accident and did

not regain consciousness. The mother of Sebastian hoped

that their son would get out of coma, but only a miracle

could save him. The narrator sees the boy’s photograph

also and he is shocked to discover, it is the same Sebastian

whom he had got to know. But the newspaper story stated

that the boy had been in coma throughout. The narrator felt

nervous and confused. He couldn’t figure out how could

this have happened.

It all started a month back, when the narrator along

with his Dad had brought the latest psycho-drive games

with a virtual reality, visor and glove. Some of these games

didn’t appear new but the narrator was not bothered. He

was thrilled with the latest technology and was getting

impatient to start playing.

The first game that he started was called Wild West.

The game made him feel that he was also one of the

characters and he had a Sheriff’s badge pinned on his shirt.

As he burst into the swing doors of the saloon, everyone

glared at him. He drank a glass of some fizzy red stuff and

on hearing a loud crash, he spun around. There in the

doorway was Black-Eyed Jed, with the fastest gun in the

west. He called the narrator who was Sheriff Dawson out.

The narrator slammed the glass down and went out.

Surprisingly the game took a strange and unexpected turn.

A second Sheriff appeared through the back door, shouting

and waving. The narrator wondered what way the game

was shaping. The second Sheriff forbade the narrator from

going out. The narrator noticed that he was very different

from other computer images. He was young, like the

narrator and he did not move like other images. The

second Sheriff told the narrator to follow him. They raced

down a corridor, through another door, then another and

ended back in the saloon itself. The second sheriff dived

through the window and the narrator followed him. He

was sitting on a horse and the narrator sat behind him.

There were other men on horse back chasing them. The

sound of a gunshot shocked the narrator and he realised

that the second Sheriff had collapsed. Immediately bright

neon lights appeared and score ‘GAME OVER’. As the
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narrator took out his visor, he noticed a piece of paper on

the tray.

It carried a picture of the second Sheriff with the

message.” I’m stuck. Please help to retrieve me.  Try

Dragon Quest”. — Sebastian Shultz.

Next morning, the narrator started playing the game

of DRAGON QUEST. The aim of the game was to rescue

a golden haired princess Aurora from the wicked dragon

and also to collect the dragon’s treasure on the way. The

narrator was on the verge of saving the princess, when he

is stalled by Sebastian’s voice in the background, asking

to be saved first. Sebastian was the second knight this time

and he cut off the golden plaits of the princess, made them

into a rope and jumped out. The narrator also jumped out.

They tried to run through a secret passage with the dragon

pursuing them. They take to the dungeons later and then

the dragon suddenly appeared and jumped on them. The

narrator tries to strike him but is not successful. The

dragon only charged towards Sebestian, who was his

prime target. Before the narrator could do anything to save

Sebastian, the game got over. This time the message in the

printer was ‘BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME. OTHERWISE

I’LL HAVE TO STAY HERE FOREVER. TRY JAIL-

BREAK. I THINK IT MIGHT WORK”.

The narrator had no need to study the rules of the

game JAILBREAK. He knew his sole objective to save

Sebastian. His cellmate in the games was prisoner: 02478 :

Shultz. With the help of a skeleton swipe-card, they both

were out of the cell, with dogs chasing and sirens wailing.

They manage to evade the guards and reach the roof.

Sebastian is waiting for a helicopter to rescue them. But by

that time the guards and dogs were hurtling towards them

and before the narrator could do anything, Sebastian had

taken a step backwards and landed on the concrete below.

The game ended there and then, much to the shock of the

narrator. This time, the narrator was shocked to discover

that there was no message from Sebastian. The narrator

ran through all the three games over and over again, but he

couldn’t find Sebastian again. Then one day a message

was there, “CAN WE HAVE LAST ONE TRY ... HELI-

COPTER WAS NOT A GOOD IDEA... THERE’S GOT

TO BE SOME ACCIDENT TRY WARZONE. IF THIS

DOES NOT WORK I WON’T BOTHER YOU AGAIN”.

CHEERS. SEB.

The narrator tried WARZONE. He was facing a city

with tall buildings. Machine guns were firing, bombs were

exploding but the narrator was clear that Sebastian and he

had to reach the helicopter in one piece. They ran to a no

man’s land, got into a waiting jeep started the engine. A

tank was speeding towards them. Sebastian slammed the

brakes all of a sudden, the jeep went into a spin and the

narrator jumped into the helicopter. But Sebastian was not

there, he could not get out of the jeep and the jeep had

crashed with the tank. Sebastian was thrown out and

landed near the helicopter with a great thud. The narrator

could not see anything because of the dust and the game

got over. When he removed the visor, he had scored

40,000,000 points and realised that he had cracked the

game.

The narrator wanted now to cross-check the facts. He

got out of the train and surfed the net for some details. He

found out what he was looking for. Apparently at the time

of the accident, Sebastian was using his lap-top to play one

of the psycho-drive games that the narrator had bought.

The narrator realised that Sebastian’s memory had been

stored on disk because the computer had saved Sebastian’s

memory as its run, when Sebastian had banged his head in

the accident. But how did it end up in the narrator’s com-

puter. This was also solved later because the narrator came

to know that when Sebastian had been in the hospital,

someone had stolen the games and sold them. And the

narrator had ended up buying them. There was a message

from Subastian that said, “DEAR MICHAEL, THANK

YOU. I’M NOT SURE HOW IT HAPPENED. BUT YOU

SAVED MY LIFE. LET’S MEET UP SOON, CHEERS.

SEB. PL. KEEP THE GAMES. YOU’VE EARNED

THEM”.

This was a real and direct message from Sebastian. It

was clear that by reliving the accident, something wonder-

ful had happened. But then again, what can someone say

about miracles. And what is true or what is virtually true—

no one can say with finality. The narrator had undergone

an experience that had proved to be virtually true.

lkjka'k

dFkkokpd ,d fd'kksj gS] tks ,d Vsªu esa lIk”Qj dj jgk gSA
mldk è;ku ,d yEch&pkSM+h efgyk dh vksj vkd£"kr gksrk gS] tks
mlosQ lkeus cSBh lekpkji=k i<+ jgh gSA v[kckj dh lq£[k;k¡ ,d
pkSng o"khZ; yM+osQ] LcSlfp;u 'kqYV~t osQ ckjs esa gSA ;g yM+dk
dksek ls ckgj vk x;k tcfd mlosQ MkWDVjksa dks bldh dksbZ vk'kk
ugha FkhA lekpkji=k us ;g Hkh crk;k Fkk fd LcSlfp;u ,d eksVj
nq?kZVuk dk f'kdkj Fkk vkSj gks'k esa vHkh rd ugha vk;k FkkA mldh
ek¡ dks vk'kk Fkh fd og gks'k esa vk tk;sxk ij ,d peRdkj gh mls
cpk ldrk FkkA dFkkokpd LcSlfp;u dh rLohj ns[kdj LrfEHkr
jg tkrk gS] D;ksafd og mldks tkuus yx x;k FkkA ij] v[kckj dk
dguk Fkk fd og rks yxkrkj dksek (çxk<+ csgks'kh) esa FkkA dFkkokpd
vR;Ur mÙksftr vkSj pDdj esa FkkA mldks le> gh ugha vk jgk Fkk
fd ,slk oSQls gks ldrk gSA

;g lc ,d ekl igys 'k: gqvk tc mlus vius firk osQ
lkFk tkdj lcls vk/qfud ,d euksoSKkfud dEI;wVj xse] yxHkx
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lp gh okyh] eq¡g dh gsyesV vkSj nLrkuksa osQ lkFk [kjhnhA blesa oqQN
[ksy rks iqjkus Fks] ij dFkkokpd dks dksbZ viQlksl ugha gqvkA og
lcls vk/qfud rduhd okyk [ksy [ksyus osQ fy, vfr mRlqd FkkA

igyk [ksy tks mlus 'kq: fd;k mldk uke ̂ okbYM osLV* FkkA
;g [ksy [ksyrs gq, mls yxk fd og Hkh [ksy dk ,d ik=k gS vkSj
'kSfjiQ dk cSt mldh deh”k ij yxk gqvk gSA tSls gh og lSywu osQ
?kwers gq, }kj ls vUnj ?kqlk mlus lcdks mls Øksf/r n`f"V ls ns[krs
gq, ik;kA mlus ,d fxykl esa yky jax dk is; fi;k vkSj ,d ”kksj
dh /ekosQ dh vkok”k lqudj rqjar iyVkA }kj ij dkyh vk¡[kksa okyk
tsM [kM+k Fkk vkSj mlosQ gkFk esa lcls 'kh?kz pyus okyh cUnwd FkhA
mlus dFkkokpd] tks 'ksfjiQ MksC'ku Fkk] ls ckgj vkus dks dgkA
dFkkokpd us fxykl iVdk vkSj ckgj x;kA bl le; [ksy us ,d
vk'p;Ztud vçR;kf'kr eksM+ ys fy;kA

,d nwljk 'ksfjiQ] fiNys }kj ls fpYykrk gqvk vkSj gkFk
fgykrs gq, fudykA dFkkokpd dks le> ugha vk;k fd [ksy fdl
vksj tk jgk gSA nwljs 'ksfjiQ us dFkkokpd dks ckgj tkus ls euk
fd;kA dFkkokpd us è;ku ls ns[kk fd nwljk 'ksfjiQ nwljh dEI;wVj
Nfo;ksa ls fHkUu FkkA og dFkkokpd osQ leku ,d fd'kksj ckyd Fkk
vkSj nwljh Nfo;ksa osQ leku ugha py jgk FkkA mlus dFkkokpd dks
vius ihNs vkus dks dgkA og ,d xfy;kjs ls rs”kh ls Hkkxrs gq, ,d
nwljs }kj }kjk] vkSj fiQj ,d }kj ls fudy dj okil lSywu esa tk
igq¡psA nwljk 'ksfjiQ ,d f[kM+dh ls owQn x;k vkSj dFkkokpd Hkh
mlosQ ihNs owQnkA 'ksfjiQ ,d ?kksM+s ij lokj Fkk vkSj dFkkokpd
mlosQ ihNs cSB x;kA ogk¡ vkSj nwljs ?kqM+lokj Hkh Fks tks mudk ihNk
dj jgs FksA ,d cUnwd dh vkokt us dFkkokpd dks pkSadk fn;k vkSj
mls irk pyk fd nwljk 'ksfjiQ fxj iM+k gSA mlh oDr pedrh gqbZ
jks'kuh gqbZ vkSj ̂ ^[ksy [kre** fy[kk gqvk vk;kA tSls gh dFkkokpd
us viuk gsyesV mrkjk] mlus Vsª esa ,d dkx”k dk iUuk ns[kkA

mlesa nwljs 'ksfjiQ dh rlohj osQ lkFk ,d lans'k Fkk ^^eSa i¡Ql
x;k gw¡] eq>s fudkyus esa lgk;rk djks] MSªxu Dq;SYV [ksy [ksyksA** µ
LcSlfp;u 'kqYV~tA nwljs fnu lqcg] dFkkokpd us ‘‘Dragon Quest’’

[ksy 'kq: fd;kA ml [ksy dk y{;] ,d lqugjs ckyksa okyh
jktoqQekjh vkSjksjk dks ,d nq"V MSªxu ls cpkuk Fkk] vkSj ml MSªxu dk
[k”kkuk Hkh ywVuk FkkA dFkkokpd jktoqQekjh dks cpkus gh okyk Fkk]
rHkh LcSlfp;u dh vkok”k us mls ihNs ls jksdk] vkSj igys mls
cpkus dks dgkA LcSlfp;u bl le; nwljk ukbZV Fkk] mlus jktoqQekjh
dh lqugjh pksVh dks dkVdj ,d jLlh cukbZ vkSj owQn x;kA
dFkkokpd Hkh owQn x;kA os nksuksa ,d [kqfiQ;k ekxZ ls Hkkxus yxs vkSj
MSªxu mudk ihNk djus yxkA os ,d rg[kkus esa ?kql x;s vkSj rHkh
MSªxu vpkud muosQ lkeus vk x;k vkSj mu ij owQnkA MSªxu osQoy
LcSlfp;u dh vksj yidk D;ksafd ogh mldk fu'kkuk FkkA blls
igys fd dFkkokpd mldh lgk;rk osQ fy, oqQN djrk] [ksy
lekIr gks x;kA

bl ckj lans'k esa fy[kk FkkA µ ̂ ^nwljh ckj ”;knk liQyrk ugha
feyh rks eq>s ges'kk osQ fy, ;gk¡ jguk iM+sxkA ̂ tsyczsd* [ksy [ksyksA
'kk;n og dke vk;s!**

dFkkokpd dks tsyczsd [ksy osQ fu;e i<+us dh vko';drk
ugha FkhA mls ekywe Fkk fd mldk y{; LcSlfp;u dks cpkuk gSA
mlosQ tsy dk lkFkh oSQnh uEcj 02478 & 'kqYV~t FkkA ,d oaQdky
:ih dkMZ dh lgk;rk ls] nksuksa tsy dh dksBjh ls ckgj fudy vk;s
ijUrq tsy osQ lk;ju vkSj oqQÙks mudk ihNk djus yxsA os igjsnkjksa ls
cprs gq, Nr ij tk igq¡psA tc LcSlfp;u gsyhdkWIVj dk bar”kkj dj
jgk Fkk] rc igjsnkj vkSj oqQÙks mudh vksj yidrs gq, vk igq¡psA
blls igys dFkkokpd oqQN djrk] LcSlfp;u us ,d dne ihNs dh
vksj fy;k vkSj og Nr ls fxj dj uhps lhesaV ij tk fxjkA [ksy ogha
[kRe gks x;k vkSj dFkkokpd dks cM+k /Ddk yxk tc mlus ns[kk
fd bl ckj LcSlfp;u dk dksbZ lans'k ugha FkkA dFkkokpd us lc
[ksyksa dks ckj&ckj [ksyk ij mls fiQj LcSlfp;u ugha feykA rc] ,d
fnu] ,d lans'k mlus ns[kkµ

^^D;k ge ,d vkf[kjh dksf'k'k djsa\ gsfydkWIVj dh vPNh
;kstuk ugha FkhA ,d nq?kZVuk gksuh vko';d gSA okWj”kksu xse [ksyksA
vxj ;g vliQy gks tkrh gS rks eSa rqEgs fiQj ijs'kku ugha d:¡xkA
t; gks µ lsc

dFkkokpd us okWj”kksu [ksykA og ,d 'kgj esa Å¡ph bekjrksa osQ
lkeus [kM+k FkkA lc rjIk”Q e'khuxuas py jgh Fkha] ce iwQV jgs Fks ij
dFkkokpd dks ;g ekywe Fkk fd LcSlfp;u vkSj Lo;a mls gsfydkWIVj
osQ ikl lgh lyker igq¡puk FkkA og nkSM+dj vuf/o`Qr Hkwfe ij
igq¡ps vkSj ,d bar”kkj djrh gqbZ thi dks pykus yxsA LcSlfp;u us
,d ne czsd nckbZ vkSj thi iwjh ?kwe xbZA dFkkokpd owQn dj
gSyhdkWIVj esa cSB x;k ijUrq LcSlfp;u thi ls ugha fudy ik;k vkSj
thi tkdj ,d VSad ls VdjkbZA LcSlfp;u thi ls mNydj gsfydkWIVj
osQ lkeus /ekosQ osQ lkFk fxj iM+kA /wy mM+us osQ dkj.k dFkkokpd
oqQN Hkh ns[k u ik;k vkSj [ksy [kRe gks x;kA tc mlus viuk gsyesV
gVk;k rks dFkkokpd us ns[kk fd mlus xse thr yh] vkSj 40]000]000
vad cuk;sA dFkkokpd lR; dh rg rd igq¡puk pkgrk FkkA Vªsu ls
mrj dj mlus usV ij [kkst dhA mls tks og <w¡<+ jgk Fkk fey x;kA
okLro esa LcSlfp;u nq?kZVuk osQ le; vius dEI;wVj ij ,d
euksoSKkfud xse [ksy jgk FkkA ftl le; nq?kZVuk ?kVh] dEI;wVj us
LcSlfp;u dh Lej.k'kfDr dks fMLd es tek dj fy;k FkkA ij og
dFkkokpd osQ dEI;wVj esa oSQls vk;h\ ;g leL;k Hkh rc gy gks
xbZ] tc dFkkokpd dks irk pyk fd vLirky ls fdlh us LcSlfp;u
osQ [ksy pqjk fy;s vkSj mUgsa csp fn;k vkSj dFkkokpd us pksjh dh
gqbZ xse [kjhnhA ,d vkSj lans'k LcSlfp;u dks feyk µ

^^fç; ekbdy] /U;okn! eq>s ugha ekywe ;g oSQls gqvk] ijUrq
rqeus esjh tku cpkbZA gesa 'kh?kz gh feyuk pkfg,] t; gks! lsc] rqe
;g [ksy vius ikl gh j[kks] rqeus mUgsa esgur ls dek;k gSA**
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;g ,d lPpk vkSj lh/k lans'k LcSlfp;u ls FkkA ;g Li"V gS
fd nq?kZVuk dks nqckjk ls thuk ,d vuks[kk vn~Hkqr vuqHko FkkA dksbZ
peRdkjksa osQ fo"k; esa D;k dg ldrk gS\ ij D;k lR; gS vkSj
yxHkx lp D;k gS dksbZ Hkh iwjs fo'okl ls ugha crk ldrk gSA
dFkkokpd ,d ,sls vuqHko ls xq”kjk tks yxHkx lp gh fudykA

WORD–MEANINGS

coma : prolonged deep unconsciousness l miracle :

remarkable supernatural event l  fantastic :

imaginary, fanciful l interactive : act with each

other l futuristic: relating to future l Sheriff : chief

law-enforcing officer l  slammed : applied

l slumped : to fall backwards l massive : huge

l knight : honourable military rank l battlements :

parapets with gaps at the top of the wall

l dungeons : underground places l wailed : noisy

sound l howled: barked l tramping : sound made

by first steps l dodging : evaded l pounded : ran

upwards l vicious : frightening l  furiously :

nervously l raked : filled

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS (SOLVED)

Answer the following questions briefly.

1. (a) According to the newspaper, what had happened

to Sebastian Shultz?

Ans : Sebastian Shultz, a 14-year-old boy, was badly

injured in a motorway accident. He had gone into coma

and and he was taking a lot of time to regain consciousness.

(b) ‘Dad’s nutty about computers.’ What evidence

is there to support this statement?

Ans : The narrator’s father was most crazy for

computer for he bought a lot of such things at the Computer

Fair. He  bought a Pentium Processor, a Ram, 1.2 GB

hard disk and 16 speed CD ROMs, with speakers, printer,

modem and a scanner.

(c) In what way did the second game seem very

real?

Ans : The second game was more thrilling called

DRAGON QUEST. The narrator felt that he was really

walking in the Dragon’s castle where they were being

pursued by the dragon, the narrator felt it was like a real

chase and even felt the dragon’s hot breath on his face.

(d) What was Michael’s theory about how Sebastian

had entered the games?

Ans : Michael believed that Sebatian had been

plugged into the computer when he banged his head in

the accident, the computer had saved his memory in its

own. These games were stolen from the hospital and

Michael had purchased them in the Computer Fair.

(e) Why did the news of the ‘miracle recovery’

shook Michael?

Ans : Michael was surprised to read in the newspaper

that Sebastian Shultz had awakened from a coma that the

doctors had feared might last forever. He was shocked to

see Sebastian’s photo also. If Sebastian had been in coma

throughout, then how was it possible for him to play

computer games with Michael?

(f) Michael’s meeting with Sebastian had been a

chance meeting. Where had it taken place and

how?

Ans : Michael was playing a game called Wildwest,

and he was playing the Sheriff. There was an altercation

with Black-eyed Jed and he was going to meet him out

of the saloon. Before he could go, he saw another Sheriff,

very different from the other computer images. Later he

discovered it had been Sebastian Shultz.

(g) What kind of computers fascinated Michael and

his dad? Why

Ans : Both Michael and his father were obsessed

about the latest type of computers, complete with speakers

and everything. They liked the latest gizmos that came

in the market, specially the latest interactive psycho-drive

games.

(h) Describe the first place where Michael was

virtually transported?

Ans : While playing Wildwest, Michael felt that he

was not standing in the powerbase but was transported

down the dusty track to the centre of town. A Sheriff’s

badge was pinned to his shirt and he entered a saloon

where everyone glared at the narrator. There he had a fizzy

drink and he was challenged by Black-Eyed Jed, the fastest

gun in the world.

(i) What help did Sebastian Shultz ask Michael

for? How did he convey the message?

Ans : Sebastian Shultz had sent a message through
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the printer saying that he is stuck and Michael should try

to retrieve him. And that could be done through the game

DRAGON QUEST.

(j) Why did Michael fail in rescuing Sebastian

Shultz for the first time?

Ans : Michael had followed Sebastian through the

chase and they ended up in the saloon. Then Sebastian

dived out and both were sitting on the horseback, chased

by men on horseback. Sebastian told Michael to keep his

head down but he himself was shot by a bullet and slumped

back near him. Before Michael could do anything the game

got over.

(k) The second attempt to rescue Sebastian Shultz

too was disastrous. Why?

Ans : The second time Michael was playing

DRAGON QUEST and both he and Sebastian were knights

trying to save a princess from the dragon’s castle. They

both had barely got away when they were chased by the

dragon himself. They passed secret passages, dungeons but

the dragon obstructed their path and attacked Sebastian.

Michael swung his sword but Sebastian was the target of

the dragon’s fury, so before he could mediate further, the

game was over.

(l) Narrate the incident that injured Sebastian.

Ans : It happened in WARZONE, where both

Sebastian and Michael were trying to escape a city which

was exploding with machine-guns and bombs. They jumped

into a jeep and Michael managed to get into a helicopter

but Sebastian couldn’t get out of the jeep. The jeep had

clashed with a tank and Sebastian landed on the ground

injured.

(m) How was Sebastian Shultz’s memory stored on

Michael’s disk? How did Michael discover it?

Ans : When Sebastian had met with an accident, the

computer had saved his memory as its own. Michael

discovered later that the games disk had got stolen in the

hospital and he had ended up buying those computer

games.

OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

1. Michael cannot get over this miracle and his

involvement in saving Sebastian’s life. The

playing of games and effort to help Sebastian

has taken a toll on his health and emotions. After

a gap of time, Michael writes a letter to his friend,

reliving this experience.

Ans : 42, Chelmford Street

Chennai

10, July, 20 XX

Dear Peter,

I wanted to write earlier but was not in a state of

mind to relate a miracle that took place in my life. We have

read often of imaginary experiences that obliterate or pen-

etrate reality but you will be surprised to know that I had

also got involved in it. Get ready for some shockers! You

are also a wizkid at computer games, so brother get ready

for some explosive action! Put-on your visor!

One day, while travelling in the train, I read about

a 14-year-old boy, Sebastian Shultz, who had been injured

in an accident and gone into coma. After looking at the

picture, the earth beneath me started shaking. Now hear it

out. Sometime back I was playing WILDWEST, donning a

Sheriff’s badge and getting ready for some gala action

with Black-Eyed Jed when another Sheriff entered, look-

ing strangely different and changed the course of the game.

He was shot down during a chase in the end. Then the

game got over and I was surprised to see a message by

Sebastian that he’s stuck and to retrieve him, I must try

Dragonquest. In this game also he became the second

knight with me and was again attacked by the Dragon.

Again a personal message by Sebastian was a frantic call

for help, telling me not to give up and try JAILBREAK. I

tried again but Sebastian again fell down. I had constantly

failed him again and again and felt very depressed. The

last call again gave me hope. This time Sebastian sug-

gested that I must try WARZONE and there had to be

some kind of accident. A similar thing happened in the

game and Sebastian met with an accident. The game had

got over and I had scored 40,000,000. Lo! Can you believe

it! I had cracked the game. Later I discovered that

Sebastian had recovered.

I vowed to solve this mystery. Peter you’d never

believe that such things can happen. When Sebastian had

an accident he had been plugged into the computer and the

computer saved his memory as its own. These games were

stored on the disk and got stolen. I bought those games at

the Computer Fair. Imagine two boys, so far, came so near,

in an unspeakable bond. And to your friend goes the credit

of saving Sebastian, though not consciously. Is it reality?

Was that a miracle, a fantasy? I don’t know but it hap-

pened to me.

Do write your reaction.

Your friend

Michael
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Read the following extract and write the correct option.

1. “It couldn’t be Sebastian Shultz I’d met. I leant for-

ward to read the rest of the article.”

(i) Michel said the because

(a) the Michael had met a different Sebastian.

(b) it was a case of mistaken identity.

(c) it was  the same Sebastian who had played

games with him.

(d) the author could not believe that it was the

same Sebastian, since the real one had been

in coma.

2. “The second Sheriff groaned and slumped back

against me”.

(ii) The narrator was shocked because

(a) The second Sheriff died

(b) The second Sheriff fainted

(c) The second Sheriff fell down from the horse

(d) The game got over so it could not be

ascertained what had happened to him

3. “The aim of the game was simple. I had to rescue

the fair princess Aurora from the wicked dragon.”

(iii) The game was simple because

(a) Michael had played it before

(b) Michael already had read the instructions

(c) Sebastian was the one who had given him all

the clues

(d) Michael was well prepared for he knew the

real objective of the game

4. BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME. PLEASE DON’T

GIVE UP, MICHAEL, OTHERWISE I’LL HAVE TO

STAY IN HERE FOREVER.

(iv) This means that

(a) Sebastian would have to remain in hospital

(b) Sebastian will only remain a computer image

(c) Sebastian would remain in a coma only

(d) Sebastian will never learn to play computer games

5. “I felt really bad. I’d failed Sebastian, I’d failed the

game.”

(v) Michael felt bad because

(a) Michael had blundered in forgetting some key

factors while playing the game

(b) Michael had failed Sebastian as he had made

half hearted efforts

(c) The game used to get over before Michael

could help Sebastian

(d) Michael didn’t know that Sebastian was a real

boy, that time

6. “I found what I was looking for quickly enough.

Apparently, at the time of the accident, Sebastian

was using his lap-top to one of the psycho-drive

games that I’ve got.”

(vi) Michael could help Sebastian because

(a) Sebastian had stolen Michael’s games

(b) Sebastian could play any psycho-drive game

from far with remote control.

(c) Sebastian was playing those games and later

they were bought by Michael at a Computer

Fair.

(d) Sebastian was only a computer image so he

could play games any time.

Answers : (i) (d) (ii) (c) (iii) (d)

(iv) (c) (v) (c) (vi) (c)

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQREFERENCE TO CONTEXT – MCQsssss

PARAGRAPH BASED NON-MCQPARAGRAPH BASED NON-MCQPARAGRAPH BASED NON-MCQPARAGRAPH BASED NON-MCQPARAGRAPH BASED NON-MCQsssss

Read the following extracts and answer the questions

given thereafter.

1. “The doctors were doing all they could, but in our

hearts we knew we needed a miracle”.

[C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

(a) Who made the above remark?

Ans : Mrs. Shultz, Sebastian’s mother, made the

above remark.

(b) Discuss the context of the remark?

Ans : Sebastian had gone into a coma and he was

not recovering.

(c) What kind of miracle was required and for

whom?

Ans : Sebastian could only be cured by a miracle.

(d) What was surprising about the miracle to

Michael?

Ans : Michael was surprised to see the photo because

he knew Sebastian and was surprised to know about the

accident.

2. “With the help of the skeleton swipe-card we were

soon out of the cell and racing down corridors.”
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(a) Who are the partcipants and what is the

game?

Ans : This game was called JAILBREAK and it was

played by Michael and Sebastian.

(b) Why is Michael playing this game?

Ans : Michael is playing this to rescue Sebastian.

(c) Why had Sebastian urged Michael to play

this game?

Ans : In the earlier game Michael had not been

successful in rescuing Sebastian so he had asked him to

play this game.

(d) Did Michael succeed in his efforts? Why/

Why not?

Ans : No, in this game also he had fallen down on

the concrete, when dogs had charged towards them.

3. “There’s got to be some kind of accident... go into

WARZONE. If this doesn’t work I won’t bother you

again.”

(a) Who has sent the above message and to

whom?

Ans : This frantic message was sent by Sebastian

to Michael.

(b) What is the objective behind this message?

Ans : In every game Michael had failed to save

Sebastian. So this was to be the last game.

(c) What are the fears and apprehensions faced

by the sender?

Ans : If WARZONE does not work, then Sebastian

would never trouble Michael again.

(d) What kind of help does the sender seek?

Why?

Ans : There had to be some kind of accident only

then he would be saved.

4. “At least, that was what I thought then. Now I knew

that Sebastian Shultz, the boy in the game, really did

exist.”

(a) How did the speaker know that Sebastian

Shultz existed?

Ans : Michael had seen the proof in the newspaper

by seeing Sebastian’s photo that he did exist.

(b) What had been the source of his

information?

Ans : The article and Sebastian’s photo in the

newspaper.

(c) How did this information help the narrator

in solving the mystery?

Ans : Michael also checked the net and discovered

that real Sebastian did exist.

(d) Sebastian exists in the game and in real life?

Ans : At the time of his accident, Sebastian was

playing those psycho-drive games and the computer saved

his memory as its own. When Michael played those games,

Sebastian was at the other end.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. How did Michael notice the story of Sebastian

Shultz?

Ans : Sitting in the train, Michael saw a big lady, reading

a newspaper. There was a story with a title ‘Miracle

Recovery’. It was written that Sebastian Shultz, a 14-year-

old boy from London, had been badly injured in a motor

accident and had gone into a coma. His mother hoped

that one day her son would be well and only a miracle

could save him.

2. While playing Wildwest, Michael found himself

in a particular role. What was it and how did

he behave in the game?

Ans : To his surprise, Michael was playing the role of

a Sheriff and he burst into a saloon. Everyone was surprised

by his entry. He had some fizzy kind of drink when a

black-eyed Jed, the fastest gun, called him out of the saloon.

As he was going, a second Sheriff appeared and he did

not look like other characters. His movement was also not

like a computer image. His entry made the game more

complicated.

3. Who was Black-Eyed Jed and what did he convey

to the Sheriff?

Ans : Michael was the Sheriff in the game

‘WILDWEST’. When he was enjoying a drink in the saloon,

he was challenged by a Black-eyed Jed the fastest gun

in the west. He wanted to confront the Sheriff. So he was

called out of the saloon.

4. What was the objective of the second game called

Dragon quest? In what role did Sebastian appear

in it?

Ans : The aim of the game DRAGON QUEST was

simple. It was to rescue fair princess Aurora from the wicked

dragon and to collect the wicked dragon’s treasure.

Sebastian appeared in the form of a knight and even Michael

was also supposed to be a knight.

5. How did the two knights try to escape from the

castle of the dragon? Were they successful?

Ans : Both the knights were chased by the wicked

dragon. They ran across the battlements down a spiral



Literature D – 61

staircase and through a secret passage on the other side

of the tapestry. The dragon was near them and they could

feel his fiery breath. Both of them, then decided to try

going through the dungeons which was their only hope.

6. Point out the desperation in Sebastian’s message

to Michael. What did he tell Michael to do?

Ans : When Michael was unable to save Sebastian in

the earlier two games, Sebastian’s message becomes

desperate. He earnestly requests Michael not to give up,

otherwise he would remain stuck up whereever he was.

So he wishes him luck and tells him to try the game

‘JAILBREAK’.

7. How did Michael and Sebastian escape from Jail

in Jailbreak? Why was Sebastian injured in this

escape?

Ans : Sebastian was Michael’s cell-mate in the game

‘JAILBREAK’. They use a skeleton swipe card to open

the cell-door and run away. Sirens wail, guards run after

them, fiery dogs howl and chase them. Both of them run

upstairs but they are chased. Before Michael can do

something, Sebastian falls down on the concrete below.

8. How did Michael connect Sebastian’s recovery

from coma with the result of his last game?

Ans : Apparently, at the time of an accident, Sebastian

was using his laptop to play one of the psycho-drive games.

He had been plugged into the computer and when he banged

his head, the computer saved his memory as its own. Those

games were stolen when Sebastian was in the hospital.

These games were sold in the market and Michael bought

them from a Computer Fair.

9. What were the contents of Sebastian’s last

message? Why did Sebastian thank Michael?

Ans : The last message was full of heart felt emotions.

Sebastian thanked Michael for saving his life and working

so hard in every game to rescue him. Sebastian extends

an invitation to meet him and wishes him well. He also

tells Michael to keep these psycho-drive games as he

deserveds to keep them.

10. Who was Sebastian Shultz? How did he meet

wuth an accident? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans : Sebastian Shultz was a fourteen years old from

London. He met with an accident in a motorway and had

gone into a coma. At the time of accident Sebastian was

playing psycho-drive games.

11. In the second game ‘Dragon Quest’ Michael came

to rescue Princess Aurora? Who cried out that

he needed rescuing first and why?

Ans : In the second game, Dragon Quest, Michael was

supposed to rescue Princess Aurora from the wicked dragon

and also to collect dragon’s treasure on the way. He was

on the verge of saving the princess, when he heard a voice

asking to be saved first. It was Sebastian who was in the

form of second knight.

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Sebastian Shultz writes his diary on his

miraculous escape from going into oblivion—as

doctors call it coma. Write this for him.

Ans : Dear Diary,

Sometimes life takes a strange turn and things that

you had heard or read about become true. Virtual lives

and realities take concrete shape. I just remember that I

was crazy for those psycho-drive games and loved playing

WARZONE, DRAGON QUEST etc. My last memory is

when my head banged in the accident. After that I have

no memory but a very distinct feeling of playing some

games. I have read my report in the newspaper, how I

had gone into a coma. It can only be called a miracle

that I was playing games with another boy called Michael,

which I discovered later strange! So very strange.

Sebastian.

2. Write a brief character sketch of Michael, giving

his outstanding qualities that led him to save

Sebastian’s life.

Ans : Michael was of Sebastian’s age and he loved

adventure, war, pursuits, fights, confrontation and violent

games. Like other children of his age he was a computer

freak and was really fascinated by psycho-drive games that

make one forget the reality and one plays character like

a Sheriff, a prisoner, knight etc. Michael is also very kind-

hearted and tried his best to rescue Sebastian. He was

intelligent enough to understand the objective of each game.

By strange luck he got connected to Sebastian, whom he

had never seen but proved his perseverance and

determination in rescuing him from his coma. Michael is

a young child but mature beyond his years.

3. Sebastian sends an e-mail to Michael on his

recovery thanking him for all that he had done.

Complete it for him.

Ans : Date : 15 Sept, 2010

From : sebastian@hotmail.com

To : michael@gmail.com

Subject : Thank you note

Dear Michael,

I cannot thank you enough for being the miracle
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to save my life. Your perseverance, tenacity and

determination prove that you are extraordinary. No wonder

you saved my life and now I have fully recovered from

my coma. I hope to meet you soon.

Lots of love.

Sebastian

4. How did Sebastian’s memory stored on disk end

up on Michael’s Computer? How had Sebastian

Shultz enter the game? [C.B.S.E. 2012 (T-2)]

Ans : Sebastian Sultz, a 14 years old boy from London,

met with an accident and went into a coma and the doctors

feared that his coma would last forever. Apparently, at the

time of accident, Sebastian was using his laptop to play

one of the psycho drive games. He had been plugged into

the computer, and when he banged his head, the computer

saved his memory as its own. Those games were stolen

when Sebastian was in the hospital.

After these games were sold in the market, Michael,

who was a computer freak and was really fascinated by

psycho-drive games, bought them from a computer fair.

Michael was intelligent enough to understand the

objective of each game. By strange luck he got connected

to Sebastian, whom he had never seen but proved his

perservance and determination in rescuing him from his

coma.

Generation Netsters

Virtual lives is their real world
Children are often happier with their online lives than they are with reality, a survey

has revealed. They say they can be exactly who they want to be – and as soon as

something is no longer fun they can simply hit the quit button. Researchers for

children’s charity Kidscape assessed the online activities of 2,300 11- to 18-years-

olds from across the UK and found that 45 per cent said they were sometimes

happier online than in their real lives.

The report – Virtual Lives : It is more than a game, it is your life – lays bare the

attitudes of children today to the internet and includes revealing insights into how

they feel when they are on the web.

One researcher told “It’s easier to be who you want to be, because nobody knows

you and if you don’t like the situation you can just exit and it is over.”

Another said : “You can say anything online. You can talk to people that you don’t normally speak to and you can

edit your pictures so you look better. It is as if you are a completely different person.” Psychotherapist Peter

Bradley, who is also deputy director of Kidscape, said that the desire for so many to adopt a different identity online

was a cause for concern because the children were being divorced from reality. He added : ‘These findings suggest

that children see cyberspace as detachable from the real world and a place where they explore parts of their

behaviour and personality that they possibly would not show in real life. We can’t allow cyberworlds to be happier

places than our real communities, otherwise we are creating a generation of young people not functioning adequately

in our society.’

SURVEY REPORT : One in eight young people is in contact with strangers when on the web and often lies about

their appearance, age and background.

Around 47 per cent of children said they behaved differently online than they did in their normal lives.

Around 10 per cent said they changed aspects of their appearance and their personality for their online activity.

(Source : Times of India)

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

1. Read the article given above and answer the

questions that follow.

(a) Why are children happier working online?

(b) What freedom does Internet offer to

children?

(c) How can children appear to be completely

different on Internet?

(d) How can Internet lead to malfunctioning in

youngsters?

(e) List out the disadvantages of leading virtual

lives.

2. Describe your favourite computer game in

detail.

l Compare it with the choice of your friends.

l Discuss.


